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1

By a group A is meant throughout an additively written abelian group.
A is said to have a linear topology if there is a system of subgroups U\ (i el)
of A such that, for any a e A, the cosets a-\-Ui (i el) form a fundamental
system of neighborhoods of a. The group operations are continuous in any
linear topology; the topologies are always assumed to be Hausdorff, that
is, P|,-.Ut = 0. A linearly compact group is a group A with a linear topology
such that if a,-f^4,- (j el) is a system of cosets modulo closed subgroups
Aj with the finite intersection property (i.e. any finite number of a^Aj
have a non-void intersection), then the intersection |~)3 (a^Aj) of all of
them is not empty.

Our present aim is to study the algebraic structure of linearly compact
groups. They can be characterized as inverse limits of groups with minimum
condition on subgroups. It turns out that the class of linearly compact
groups lies between the classes of compact and algebraically compact
groups: every group that admits a compact topology is linearly compact
in some suitable topology, while all linearly compact groups are algebra-
ically compact. A complete system of invariants can be obtained for linearly
compact groups. In obtaining these invariants, a fundamental role is played
by the fact that every linearly compact group A can be decomposed as a
direct product A — Y^^Aj, where, for each prime p, Av is a topological
module over the />-adic integers, with the product topology on A. For the
components Ap we can apply the duality theory of Kaplansky [10] and
Schoneborn [15] (between discrete and linearly compact />-adic modules)
in order to get a full structure theorem on linearly compact groups.

We shall use the following notations: Z = infinite cyclic group;
Z(n) = cyclic group of finite order n; Z(p°°) = group of type p°°; Q =
group of rational numbers; R = group of real numbers; K = real numbers
mod 1; Jv = group of ^>-adic integers; Kv = group of ^>-adic numbers.
The symbols © and ]T denote direct sums and products, respectively.

1 This work was supported by the National Science Foundation research grant number
GP-6862.
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We shall need some elementary facts on linearly compact groups;
for the proofs of the following we refer to Lefschetz [12].

(a) A subgroup of a linearly compact group is linearly compact if and
only if it is closed.

(b) The image of a linearly compact group under a continuous homo-
morphism is again linearly compact.

(c) The product of linearly compact groups is linearly compact in the
product topology.

(d) The inverse limit of linearly compact groups is linearly compact.
(e) Linearly compact groups are complete.
(f) A group which is compact in a linear topology is linearly compact.

The following lemma is due to Leptin [13] and Schbneborn [15].

LEMMA 1. A group with the discrete topology is linearly compact if and
only if it satisfies the minimum condition on subgroups.

Assume A linearly compact in the discrete topology. Then A does not
contain elements of infinite order, for Z is not linearly compact. (If
71 = so+s1^>+s2/>2+ • • • is a non-rational ^>-adic integer, then the closed
cosets SQ+S^-^ • • • -\-sn_1p

n-x-\-pnZ have no element in common.) Thus
A is torsion; let S be its socle. Choose a basis {bj}jeI for S with each b, of
prime order. Let Bt be the subgroup generated by all bt with / ^ i. The
cosets i j+Bj (isI) have the finite intersection property, but the inter-
section of all of them is empty unless / is a finite index set. Hence S is
finite which is equivalent to the minimum condition on subgroups [16].

Conversely, if A satisfies the minimum condition, and if the cosets
a^Af (i el) mod subgroups A{ have the finite intersection property, then
selecting a minimal one among the finite intersections At n • • • n At^,
it follows at once that the intersection of all af+^< is equal to the inter-
section of cosets corresponding to a minimal finite intersection, and so it is
not empty.

COROLLARY I. If A is a linearly compact group and U is an open subgroup
of A, then AjU satisfies the minimum condition.

In fact, AjU is then linearly compact in the discrete topology.

3

Some of our subsequent theorems are based on the following result.

THEOREM 1. A group is linearly compact if and only if it is an inverse
limit of groups with minimum condition.
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The 'if part is an immediate consequence of Lemma 1 and (d). To
prove the 'only if part, assume A linearly compact, and let the subgroups
U( (i el) form a fundamental system of neighborhoods about 0. Without
loss of generality, the system of the U{ may be assumed closed under finite
intersection. By Corollary 1, A\U t satisfies the minimum condition, for
every iel. The groups A\TJ\ with the obvious maps T^: a+C/,- -> «+£/,
(for U{ C Uf) form an inverse system whose inverse limit must be A, since
the image of A under the natural map is a dense subgroup of the inverse
limit, and by (a), the image must be the whole inverse limit.

From (e) it follows easily (cf. Leptin [13]):

LEMMA 2. A group with a linear topology is linearly compact if and only if
it is complete and the factor groups modulo open subgroups satisfy the minimum
condition.

Let us derive some easy consequences from Theorem 1.

COROLLARY 2. A bounded linearly compact group is compact.
A bounded group (i.e. there is an upper bound for the orders of the

elements) with minimum condition is finite [2], hence by Theorem 1 the
group is an inverse limit of finite groups, and therefore compact.

Recall that by the Z-adic topology of an abelian group A is meant the
(not necessarily Hausdorff) linear topology where nA (n = 1, 2, • • •) form
a fundamental system of neighborhoods of 0.

COROLLARY 3. Linear compactness in the Z-adic topology implies com-
pactness.

Now the groups A/nA (n = 1, 2, • • •) are discrete, bounded and linearly
compact, hence finite. Thus A is an inverse limit of finite groups, and so
compact.

The following examples for linearly compact groups are fundamental.

1. The group / „ of ^>-adic integers is compact in its ^>-adic topology
(this is the same as the Z-adic topology in this case), hence / „ is linearly
compact.

2. The group K of real numbers mod 1 is, algebraically, the direct
product Ylv^(P°°) with^> running over all primes. If each Z(pco) is equipped
with the discrete topology, and then K with the product topology, a linearly
compact topology arises. In the sequel we consider K in this topology
(which is, however, not the only linearly compact topology K has).

3. The group R of reals has infinitely many linear topologies. In fact,
R is isomorphic to the additive group KP of all p-adic numbers (both are
#o

th powers of Q), and this latter group is the inverse limit of groups
Z(p°°), namely, l m v Cn with n = 1, 2, • • • where the homomorphism
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Cn+1 -> Cn maps elements of order pk upon elements of order pk~x;
Cn S Z(p~).

The following two theorems describe the relationship between compact,
linearly and algebraically compact groups.

THEOREM 2. A group which admits a compact topology admits a linearly
compact topology too.

It is known (see [7], [8]) that A admits a compact topology exactly
if it is a direct product of groups of type Z(pn), Z(p°°), Jv and R where the
number of groups Z(p°°), for any p, does not exceed that of R. All these
groups admit linearly compact topologies, so by (c) the assertion follows.

The group Z(p°°) shows that a linearly compact group does not neces-
sarily admit a compact topology.

Recall that algebraically compact groups A can be defined in various
equivalent ways [6] of which we mention the following ones: (i) A is a
direct summand (in the pure algebraic sense) of a compact group; (ii) A
is a direct summand in every group containing it as a pure subgroup (A is
pure in G if nA = A n nG for n = 1, 2, • • •); (iii) if

(1) ?»«*, = «((^) (*e/)
i

(almost all integers nu with fixed i are 0) is a system of equations with
unknowns xt every finite subsystem of which has a solution in A, then the
whole system is solvable in A. The structure of algebraically compact groups
can completely be described [11].

THEOREM 3. Every linearly compact group is algebraically compact.
The proof is the same as for compact groups ([14] or [6]). We assume

A linearly compact and prove that A satisfies condition (iii). A solution of
the iih equation in (1) can be regarded as an element (• • •, cit • • •) of the
product JJ^4 = A* (with one component for every /) such that xs = ct

satisfy the ith equation. The set St of all solutions of the ith equation is
easily seen to be a coset mod some closed subgroup of the linearly compact
group A*. The hypothesis that finite subsystems of (1) are solvable amounts
to the finite intersection property for the Sj. By linear compactness, the
intersection of all the S{ is not empty, yielding a solution for the whole
system (1).

Notice that there are algebraically compact groups which cannot be
linearly compact. For instance, the direct sum of countably many cyclic
groups of the same order pn is algebraically compact, but never linearly
compact (cf. Corollary 2). The same is true for the direct sum of a finite or
countably infinite number of Q.

It is worth while mentioning that Theorem 3 is a simple consequence of
Theorem 5 whose proof is, however, based on a deep duality theory.
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4

We know from Theorem 1 that every linearly compact group A can be
written in the form A = lim^ Mt where the Mi satisfy the minimum
condition. By a theorem of Kurosh (see e.g. [2]) each Mt is the direct sum
of a finite number of groups Z(pn) with n :g co. If, for a prime p, we restrict
ourselves to the ^-components of the Mt and to the corresponding restric-
tions of the homomorphisms Mt -> Mjt then the inverse limit of this inverse
system is a group Av which is obviously a closed direct summand of A.
Since ^-groups are, in a natural way, ^>-adic modules, it follows at once that
Ap too is a p-a.dic module, moreover, it is a topological ^-adic module, i.e.
multiplications by ^>-adic integers are continuous in A v. It is now straight-
forward to check that A is the direct product of the A p with p running over
all primes, and the definition of topology on inverse limits shows that
A = Yip A,, will carry the product topology.

The direct product 2i = Y[j, %v of the compact rings 2iv of the />-adic
integers is the completion of the ring of integers in the Z-adic topology; a
fundamental system of neighborhoods of 0 is formed by the ideals nZ
(n — 1, 2, • • •). Every torsion group is a ^-module in the natural way,
and it follows in the same way as in the preceding paragraph that every
linearly compact group is a topological ^-module, namely, if A = JJj, A „
then on Av the />-adic integers act in the natural way while the ^-adic
integers (q ^ p) act trivially. (For the first part of the next result cf.
Schoneborn [15].)

THEOREM 4. Every linearly compact group A is a topological Z-module,
and there is a {unique) decomposition A = JJB Av where, for each prime p,
Apis a topological p-adic module.

In view of this theorem, in order to find a structure theorem on linearly
compact groups, it suffices to consider only those which are at the same time
topological p-dL&ic modules. Kaplansky [10] established a duality theory
between the classes of all linearly compact ^>-adic modules and all discrete
^>-adic modules, the characters being continuous homomorphisms into the
discrete module Z(p°°); cf. also Schoneborn [15]. Consequently, the linearly
compact _̂ >-adic modules are — from the pure algebraic point of view —
nothing else than the groups Hom^p (M, Z(p°°)) with discrete ^>-adic
modules M.

To describe the Homs in question, let us start with a basic submodule
B of M; this is a direct sum of cyclic ^>-adic modules:

00

B ^ © © Z(p") © © Jv (with cardinals mn, m0)
n = l mn m0

such that B is pure in M and MjB is divisible [2]. Thus
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MJB ~ ez(f) sex,.
tttoo m

Z(p°°) is an injective ^-module, thus the exact sequence

0 -> B -> M -> Af / £ -> 0

is carried by Horn (*, Z(p°°)) into the exact sequence

0 -> Horn (M/B, Z(p°°)) ->Hom (Af, Z(̂ >°°)) ->Hom (B, Z(£°°)) - • 0.

(We dropped the reference to 2iv.) Since purity is preserved under Horn [4]
and Horn {MjB, Z{p°°)) is algebraically compact as a ^-module too, we
obtain by property (ii)

Horn (M, Zip00)) ~ Horn (B, Z(p°°)) 0 Horn (M/B, Z(p°°))
(2)

= n n z{pn) ® n w*) © n / , ® UKV.
n = l m n tn0 nice, m

Because of Kv ^ R we arrive at the necessity part of

THEOREM 5. A group admits a linearly compact topology if and only if
it is the direct product of groups of the following types: Z(pn), Zip00), Jv, R.

Since each of these groups does admit a linearly compact topology,
the sufficiency is evident.

A comparison of the structures of compact and linearly compact
groups shows that the only difference is that the inequality for the numbers
of components in case of compact groups is dropped for linearly compact
groups.

The cardinal invariants of a linearly compact group A which form a
complete system of invariants for A qua algebraically compact group can be
determined easily from Theorem 5.

Let us mention a few consequences of Theorem 5. It is known that the
cardinal number of an infinite compact group is of the form 2m with nt an
infinite cardinal [9], This is not true for linearly compact groups, as is shown
by the group Z(p°°). However, we have:

COROLLARY 4. An infinite linearly compact group is either countable or
is of power 2m for some infinite cardinal xn.

Notice that if A is the direct product of tn S; ^ 0 groups, each of type
Z(pn), Z(p°°), Jv or R, then A is of cardinality 2m.

It follows at once that the linearly compact groups of cardinality J$o

are just the finite direct sums of groups Z(pn) with n ^ oo, thus
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COROLLARY 5. A linearly compact group is countable if and only if it
satisfies the minimum condition (i.e. it is discrete).

Next we wish to find the cardinal number of the set of non-isomorphic
linearly compact groups of a given cardinality n. If tt = J$o, then Corollary
5 implies that the cardinal number in question is J$o. If n = 2m (m 5; fc$0),
then we argue as follows. If M is a discrete />-adic module generated by m
elements, then (2) shows that Horn^ (M, Z(p°°)) is of cardinality 2m.
If M is the direct sum of discrete ^>-adic modules, one for each prime p,
then Hom.2 (M, K) = A is of cardinality 2m, nt denoting the number of
generators of M. Since every linearly compact group A arises in this way,
it is clear that the cardinal number of the set of linearly compact groups of
power ^ 2m is equal to the cardinal number of the set of direct sums of
/>-adic modules generated by ^ m elements. For m = Xo this number is
2K«, while for nt ^ 2**° this number is obviously ^ 2m. But there exist 2m

non-isomorphic ^-groups of cardinality nt (see [2] or [3]), so we conclude:

COROLLARY 6. For each infinite cardinal nt, the set of all non-isomorphic
linearly compact groups of power 2m is of power 2m.

Moreover, one has a much finer result:

COROLLARY 7. There exist 2m non-isomorphic linearly compact groups
of power 2m which are algebraically isomorphic.

This is the same as Corollary 7 in [3].
This result should be compared with the fact that there are groups

which admit exactly one linearly compact topology. For instance, if the
group A is the direct product of nt copies of Z(pn) (with fixed integer pn)
or of J„ (with fixed p), then A cannot be anything else than the character
group of the direct sum of nt copies of Z(pn) and Z(p°°), respectively, so it
can carry a single linearly compact (or compact) topology (which is easily
seen to be the topology defined by all subgroups of finite index). [In the last
argument the generalized continuum hypothesis was assumed.]

Finally, we mention an interesting result on linear compactness.
We have seen that the group of ^-homomorphisms of discrete 2iv-

modules into Z(p°°) are linearly compact. A more general result can be
established:

THEOREM 6. If A is a linearly compact group, then both Horn (G, A)
and Hom^ (M, A) are linearly compact for any group G and fi-module M.

The functor Hom5 (X, *) (for any ring S) commutes with inverse
limits [1], therefore by (d) and Theorem 1 we need only consider the case
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when A satisfies the minimum condition, moreover, when A £ Z(pn) for
n ^ oo. The case n = oo is settled by the proof of Theorem 5 for ^-modules,
while for groups G a similar argument applies with basic submodules
replaced by />-basic subgroups [5]. For n < oo, both G and M can be re-
placed by GjpnG and MjpRM, which are direct sums of groups of orders
pk (k :g n). Thus Horn (*, Z(pn)) will be the direct product of the same
groups, and hence linearly compact.

Notice that the linearly compact topologies on the groups Horn (*, Z(p"))
induce a linearly compact topology on the group of homomorphisms
into A.
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