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AB STRACTS

DIVIDED WE STAND
INSTITUTIONAL SOURCES OF ETHNOFEDERAL STATE SURVIVAL AND COLLAPSE

By HENRY E. HALE
Federal states in which component regions are invested with distinct ethnic content are more

likely to collapse when they contain a core ethnic region, a single ethnic region enjoying pro-
nounced superiority in population. Dividing a dominant group into multiple federal regions re-
duces these dangers. A study of world cases finds that all ethnofederal states that have collapsed
have possessed core ethnic regions. Thus, ethnofederalism, so long as it is instituted without a
core ethnic region, may represent a viable way of avoiding the most deadly forms of conflict
while maintaining state unity in ethnically divided countries.

ELECTORAL INSTITUTIONS AND LEGISLATIVE BEHAVIOR
EXPLAINING VOTING DEFECTION IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

By SIMON HIX
Despite a sophisticated understanding of the impact of electoral institutions on macrolevel

political behavior, little is known about the relationship between these institutions and microlevel
legislative behavior. This article reviews existing claims about this relationship and develops a
model for predicting how electoral institutions affect the relationship between parliamentarians
and their party principals in the context of the European Parliament. The European Parliament
is an ideal laboratory for investigating these effects, because in each European Union member
state, different institutions are used to elect Members of European Parliament (MEPs). The re-
sults of this model, tested on four hundred thousand individual MEP vote decisions, show that
candidate-centered electoral systems (such as open-list proportional representation or single-
transferable-vote systems) and decentralized candidate-selection rules produce parliamentarians
independent from their party principals. By contrast, party-centered electoral systems (such as
closed-list proportional representation systems) and centralized candidate-selection rules pro-
duce parliamentarians beholden to the parties that fight elections and choose candidates: in the
case of the European Parliament, the national parties.

THE LOGIC OF CLAN POLITICS
EVIDENCE FROM THE CENTRAL ASIAN TRAJECTORIES

By KATHLEEN COLLINS
This article argues that clans, informal organizations based on kin and fictive kin ties, are po-

litical actors that have a profound impact on the nature of posttransitional regimes and the po-
tential for regime durability. The article first develops the concept of "clan" conceptually. It then
develops several propositions about clan politics and explores them empirically in the context of
the post-Soviet Central Asian cases. These cases suggest the limits of the prevailing transitions
and institutionalist approaches; these theories cannot explain regime transition in the Central
Asian cases because they focus on the formal level and ignore the crucial informal actors—
clans—and the informal politics that shape these cases. The distinct mode of transition, new
regime institutions, and leadership and elite ideologies evident at the formal level have a very
short-term effect; within five years, these cases converge toward a pattern of informal, clan-based
politics. By contrast, this article draws upon the insights of the early literature on political de-
velopment as well as the state-society literature to develop an alternative framework for explain-
ing the dynamic between clans and the regime. Clan networks and clan deals penetrate and
transform the formal regime in several ways—by clan-based appointments and patronage, by
stripping state assets to feed one's clan network, and by crowding out other mechanisms of rep-
resentation. As they undermine formal institutions, clans create an informal regime best under-
stood as "clan politics."
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iv WORLD POLITICS

THE DILEMMAS OF DEMOCRACY IN THE OPEN ECONOMY
LESSONS FROM LATIN AMERICA

By MARCUS J.KURTZ
Scholars have usually understood the problem of democratic consolidation in terms of the

creation of mechanisms that make possible the avoidance of populist excesses, polarized con-
flicts, or authoritarian corporatist inclusion that undermined free politics in much of postwar
Latin America. This article makes the case that, under contemporary liberal economic condi-
tions, the nature of the challenge for democratization has changed in important ways. Earlier
problems of polarization had their roots in the long-present statist patterns of economic organ-
ization. By contrast, under free-market conditions, democratic consolidation faces a largely dis-
tinct set of challenges: the underarticulation of societal interests, pervasive social atomization,
and socially uneven political quiescence founded in collective action problems. These can com-
bine to undermine the efficacy of democratic representation and, consequently, regime legiti-
macy. The article utilizes data from the Latin American region since the 1970s on development,
economic reform, and individual and collective political participation to show the effects of a
changing state-economy relationship on the consolidation of democratic politics.

SHOCK AND AWE
INTERPRETATIONS OF THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11

By LISA ANDERSON
This article examines a broad sampling of the academic and policy literature that appeared in

the aftermath of the attacks in New York and Washington on September 11, 2001. The essay-
canvases wide-ranging and passionate debates about how much, if anything, changed or should
have changed in world politics, American domestic and foreign policy, national security, human
rights and civil liberties, or the Middle Eastern and Muslim worlds as a result of the attacks.
There is little consensus on the definition of terrorism, the nature of Islam, the evolution of glob-
alization and the state, the merits of war, policing and law, or the capacities of social science. One
common and profoundly important characteristic is revealed, however, and that is a deeply un-
settling, if often unwitting, ambivalence about liberalism.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use, or the internal or personal
use of specific clients, is granted by The Johns Hopkins University Press for libraries and
other users registered with the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) Transactional Re-
porting Service, provided that the fee of $3.25 per article is paid directly to CCC, 222
Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923. 0043-88 71/94 $03.25
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