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"The authors are active, well-known investigators with 
decades-long commitment to tropical forest agriculture 
and archaeology in Latin America. Their book is sssen-
tial reading for everyone concerned wittr-agrtcvltuiat 
origins and the Neotropics. 

—PATTY JO WATSOH, toVrara* Matockrwlt 

Distinguished UnhrersUy Profejsor of Anthropology 

Washington University, St. Ions, Missouri 

Vur unders&admgofthe originsfgtagriajltwe in the 
•topical lowlands has traditionally been timMbymr-
row theoretical and methodological approaches. This 
provocative book presents an up-to-date review of the 
direct and indirect evidence for early cultigens, a histo
ry of ideas, and the intense contemporary Abates on 
the origins and development ofagricuMfe'm the tropi
cal regions of the Americas. Piperno ami Pearsatl pro
pose a bold theoretical perspective on the priority and 
importance of early crop domestication by the inhabi
tants of the neotropics." 

—CLARK L EMCKSON, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

"Dolores Piperno an&p66f)0Pwr^}me produced 
tti&ttrsl comprehensive trMment of agricultural origins 
in theAmerMntopi&fiimi^nds sfKeSarl Sauer's 
landmark-pubM^ns iifibs early 1950s. This book ~t 
will be required reading fdrsUserious students of the- / 
developmMtf^tiitum'tffid tropical human ecology.^ 
It highlightsttie rmpwiiiBfrole which humans occupy^.: 
ing the AmetkanApics played in the domestication 
and dispersti0i0ortant crops and helps redress the 
dearth of literatureavailable on that subject." ':- ~.y 

—J. SCOflRAYMOND, University of Calgary, Alberto, 

Key Fea tu res 
• Argues that tropical forest food production emerged at 

approximately the same.timetas-tbaf in the Nat-East and 
is earlier than currently demonstrated in highland Mexico 
and Peru 

• Contends that the lowland tropics witnessed climatic and 
vegeta t io r^ | fe jps between 11,000 BP and 10,000 BP, 
no less profound than those experienced at higher latitudes 

• Appeals teMgJvone concerned with Latin American 
prehistory 

• Covers the development of slash and burn (or swidden) 
cultivation •< 

• Focuses on low and lower mid-elevations 
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