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by a summary, not exceeding 100 words, outlining the principal conclusions and methods in the 
context of currently accepted views on the subject. All material – including quotations and notes – 
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In 2009, the International Labour Organization (ILO) celebrated its ninetieth an-
niversary. The First World War and the revolutionary wave it provoked in Russia 
and elsewhere were powerful inspirations for the founding of the ILO. There was 
a growing understanding that social justice, in particular by improving labour con-
ditions, was an essential precondition for universal peace. Since then, the ILO has 
seen successes and set-backs; it has been ridiculed and praised. Much has been writ-
ten about the ILO; there are semi-official histories and some critical studies on the 
organization’s history have recently been published. Yet, further source-based crit-
ical and comprehensive analyses of the organization’s origins and development are 
still lacking. The present collection of eighteen essays is an attempt to change this 
unsatisfactory situation by complementing those histories that already exist, explor-
ing new topics, and offering new perspectives. It is guided by the observation that 
the ILO’s history is not primarily about «elaborating beautiful texts and collecting 
impressive instruments for ratification» but about effecting «real change and more 
happiness in peoples’ lives».

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY: Jasmien Van Daele – Elizabeth McKillen – Ulla Wikander 
– Reiner Tosstorff – Patrick Pasture – Jeremy Seekings – Sandrine Kott – Pierre-
Yves Saunier – Susan Zimmermann – Thomas Cayet – Christophe Verbruggen – 
Stephen Hughes – Nigel Haworth – Geert Van Goethem – Jaci Leigh Eisenberg 
– Daniel Roger Maul – Victoria Basualdo – Idesbald Goddeeris – G.K. Lieten – 
Magaly Rodríguez García.
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