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Chapter 12 Breach of confidence 
Practice problem
Niels is a self-employed engineer who designs security systems for large corporations. Many of his inventions have been patented and licenced. One of his most recent inventions is an automatic alarm system that operates whenever an unauthorised person enters an area of a building covered by the system. Niels has not patented the alarm system and has not worked out all the details of its application, although its essential features have been established and are original.
Niels shows plans of the alarm system to Tania, who is the managing director of a company, Sparkle Ltd, that manufactures expensive jewellery. The company has been the victim of numerous burglaries resulting in the loss of valuable jewellery. Tania tells Niels that she is not interested in the invention since she is working on other ideas to prevent the burglaries. Six months later Sparkle adopts a security system that is in all respects identical to the system developed by Niels. The company has not suffered any burglaries and has been more profitable since it adopted the system.
A year later Niels discovered that Sparkle has used what he considers to be his ideas in developing a security system. 
Advise Niels. 
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