
Notes on Contributors

Ken Brooks has been involved in the museum industry for more than 20 years.
Since 1992, he has worked as the curator/manager of Brennan & Geraghty’s Store
in Maryborough. He was recognised for this restoration and other services when
Museum and Gallery Services, Queensland announced the winners of the 2010
Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards.

Elaine Brown was born in Toowoomba and at the age of 12 moved to Marybor-
ough, where she attended the Maryborough Girls’ State High School. Her MA
at the University of Queensland formed the basis of an environmental history,
Cooloola Coast (University of Queensland Press, 2000). Elaine’s PhD, on the life
of saw-miller William Pettigrew, was awarded in 2005.

Jerry Coleby-Williams is a curator, horticulturist, writer, Director of the Seed Savers
Foundation, horticultural editor of The Organic Gardener magazine and broad-
caster. He studied with the Royal Horticultural Society, qualified in management
at Brunel University, and then trained at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Jerry’s
model sustainable house and garden in Brisbane won a national Save Water Award
in 2009. His garden joined Australia’s Open Garden Scheme in 2007.

Glenn R. Cooke, studied in Melbourne and the United States before being appointed
the first Curator of Decorative Arts at the Queensland Art Gallery in 1981. His
commitment to documenting Queensland’s visual art history was recognised in
1999 when he was appointed Research Curator, Queensland Heritage. Glenn has
been extensively involved with the Australian Garden History Society since 1996,
and in 2003 he coordinated the Brisbane Conference, ‘Tropical Pleasures’.

Jane Lennon is a heritage consultant in Brisbane. Her recent publications have been
on convict places and pastoral Australia. Jane was a member of the National Trust
of Victoria’s inaugural landscape committee in the 1970s, a founding member of
Australia ICOMOS, an Australian Heritage Councillor and worked in national
park planning and historic site management. She has a PhD on the evolution of
cultural landscape conservation in Australia.

Ian McConachie has been involved with the commercialising of the Australian
and international macadamia industries from the late 1960s, and was the founder
of Suncoast Gold Macadamias, one of the largest macadamia processors and
marketers in the world. In semi-retirement, he is conserving endangered wild
macadamias in rainforests, promoting macadamia health benefits and rewriting
the history of the macadamia. He has been recognised as a Member of the Order
of Australia for his contribution to the industry.
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Stuart Read is a heritage officer and landscape specialist with the Heritage Branch,
New South Wales Department of Planning. In 2004–05, Stuart travelled to Spain as
an overseas fellow of the Pratt Foundation/International Specialised Skills Institute.
During his fellowship, he studied how change is managed in historic and new parks
and gardens, learning lessons for a drying Australia.

Jean Sim is a landscape architect, garden historian and specialist in the conservation
of historic landscapes. She is currently a Senior Lecturer in Landscape Architecture
at Queensland University of Technology. She completed the Masters course at the
Institute of Advanced Architectural Studies at the University of York in England in
1990, and was awarded her PhD in 2000. Jean has made more than 50 contributions
to the Oxford Companion to Australian Gardens (2002) and is a well-known
contributor to the Australian Garden Journal.

Kyleigh Simpson is a children’s author who has recently completed postgraduate
studies in early learning. She and her husband, Michael Simpson, have authored
three books emphasising heritage aspects of gardening in Queensland.

Michael Simpson studied Medicine at the University of Queensland and works full-
time as a General Practitioner. He and his wife, Kyleigh Simpson, have constructed
a collectors’ garden at The Shambles (1901) at Montville over the last 20 years. In
2008, Michael funded and co-coordinated the listing of the Montville Memorial
Precinct, including the memorial avenue of Ficus benjamina under the Queensland
Heritage Act.

Adelene Walker was born and educated at Mackay and obtained a BA in Speech
Therapy at the University of Queensland. She is involved with the National Trust,
Gympie and the Australian Garden History Society (Queensland Branch), and will
continue with the restoration of the Calton Hill Garden

Donald Watson graduated from the University of Queensland and practised with
several architectural firms and the National Trust of Queensland before becoming
a Lecturer in Architecture at the University of Queensland. He is now Design
Architect in Project Services at the Queensland Department of Works. Don won
the Robin Boyd Award in 1989 and various other architectural awards, including
four for his Cooloola Sunshine Institute of TAFE in 2005. He has co-authored
two books on Queensland architects: A Directory of Queensland Architects to
1940 (1984) and Queensland Architects of the Nineteenth Century: A Biographical
Dictionary (1994) (both with Judith McKay).
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Cover image:
Band Rotunda and Fountain, Queen’s Park, Maryborough 
1930. This hand coloured postcard shows the glorious 
Melville Fountain purchased from the Glasgow 
International Exhibition of 1888, in memory of Andrew 
Wedderburn Melville, donated by his sister Miss Janet 
Melville. The Fountain was opened in 1890 with the 
protective rotunda above it. Early in the 1900s, the Rotunda 
was repositioned as a separate structure on a concrete 
plinth enabling bands to perform sheltered from the sun. 

Source: Photo courtesy of State Library of Queensland, JOL# 18195.
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