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It is interesting to note that Dom Emmanuel Lanne in ‘La Priére en
Orient’ says that this opposition does not exist in the Eastern Church:
_hereis absolute continuity between the prayers of Christians assembled
1 the Church and the interior life by which cach one unites himsclf
to the divine mysteries.” Perhaps the word ‘continuity’ contains the
solution: neither opposition nor simultaneity. But this should be true
for the layman as well as the monk. Dom Emmanuel goes on: “The

urch expects from cach of the faithful a close participation in her
Prayer ., *. The problem is how are the laity to come into closer con-
tact with the ‘divine psalmody’ of the Liturgy:—almost the only
question with which this varied and valuable book does not deal.

J. GummEr

Chrisr-cg NSCIOUSNESS by A. Gardeil, 0.p., translated by a Preacheress
of_Carisbrooke, has now attained its third edition (Blackfriars; 2s.).
11ts forty pages it sums up the whole of the Christian life in its partici-
Patlon in”the life of tie Word made Flesh. A first~class booklet for
“dy circles, as well as for prayer.
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EXTRACTS

RJ“‘IGIOUS SisTERs have for long been the most devoted and yet the

;;:;t r;eglected members of the Body of Christ. That is to say, their
c0ntemn wholehearted work in so many fields, both active and
a SOOnP ative, has been taken for granted; everyone else calls on them
Xpect. as there is a need for the works of mercy or for e'ducauon and

£ECES them t0 be there. Yet the same people will sometimes be heard
real; ni)g\ the Sisters as scrupulous, narrow-minded or out of touch with

Cliticyy
. ¢re Creusen, s.J., of the Sacred Congregation for Religious,
1dur1nga Stu » SJu g g g

that }, dy Week for Sisters at Spode House last August, recounted
he hag hz}d met a priest who had boasted of the large number of girls
Years hacsllssuadcd from cntering religious orders. Attention for some

Olitside op focused on the lay women who work for the Church
itere ¢ context of religious life; and they have drawn all the
com " ehcouragement though they remain such a small number
tendeq liarlsm with the nuns. Encouragement of the lay apostle has
hogt of 5) push very undeservedly into the background that noble
Lorg n ccicated women who have given their lives utterly to our
by thei; are attempting to spread his Kingdom and enhance his glory

Byt ¢ En_ceasmg prayers and labours.
l)lessed & tmes are changing. France led the way; Rome adopted and
€ movement, which has since spread to America. An example
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of the way the Church in the United States has begun to cater for the
needs of the Sisters in a serious and sustained assistance comes to han
with The Proceedings of the 1953 Sisters” Institute of Spirituality, edite
by Joscph Haley, c.s.c.,and published by the University of Nof"€
Dame Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, for three dollars. This Institute 18
claimed by the Editor to be the first of its kind in the United States
though there was a similar Institute organized and functioning con”
temporaneously at River Forest near Chicago. In this report there ar¢
fifty important pages on the formation of novices, the substance ©
Pére Paul Philippi’s course. One sentence will serve as an example 0
this section. ‘True obedience is not a passive submission, but a virtu®
that calls for a firm will to conform to the Superior’s will.’ Othet -
sections deal with Ascetical and Mystical Theology, The Liturgy a8
the Religious Life, Canon Law for the Religious Superior, Particular
Examen, etc. )
The wide scope of this Institute, which perhaps suffered from be8
too general, was echoed this year in England when au effort was mac®
to inaugurate the same movement in this country at the meeting for
Sisters at Spode House. One hundred and ten Sisters, mostly Superio®
gathered for the inside of a week to listen to speakers from Rome 3%
Paris as well as England, considering the general theme of ‘ Adaptatio? §
and Essentials in Religious Life’. The gathering was mainly success
in its purpose of inauguration and it was not possible under
circumstances to discuss the points raised in much detail. Arising ror’
this meeting it is hoped to begin regular courses for novice miStfessesé
nursing sisters, Superiors, etc; courses are in active preparation and a
planned to begin early in 1955. In this way it may be that the nuns 0
receive some of the encouragement and assistance which they have ®
well deserved.

INTEGRITY (edited by Dorothy Dohen from 157 East 38th Streeh

New York) gives its September issue over to Single Wometh w 0
gives the opposite side to the picture of the Vocation of wome? ¢
that of the Religious Sisters. The editor admits the subject is 2
one. OSt
We admit frankly that this single women issue is,one of the n; .
troublesome we’ve ever put out. It is only too cafy to give gel(l) d
solutions to the question of what unwillingly-single women S o
do with their lives, but it is extremely difficult to give pers il
solutions; yet it is a very personal answer that each sing€ wo and
desires. There is the temptation then to take the easy Waf}’ °:H the
offer the convent or the secular institute as the anchor fof
Catholic single women floating around.
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The editor hersclf contributes an excellent article oni the difficulties,
Specially of oneliness and the need for community—an important
Pomt since whether inside or outside the religious state 2 human being
must live in a community; the Christian life is a community life, and

¢ single woman who is not called into the convent must find her
““Mmunity somehow within the Church of her immediate experi-
nce. Otherwise she becomes bitter and hard in her isolation. In
this mager, surely, a closer co-operation between the women ‘in the

World” and those ‘in the cloister’ would bring immense benefit to
ither side,

aATHLETI_CISM is sometimes regarded as a dangerous pastime; tending to
re:lorshp of human physical strength and speed. But the Holy Father
Vir:ntly pointed out to an international group of athletes the natural
Wo ues which they cultivate and which can be brought within the
Angs of grace to make a whole Christian.
¢ Joyfully salute the representatives of so many different nations,
:sseml?led to rival one another in brotherly competition before the
“Miring gaze of the world of sport. Emerging from a protracted and
lcult preparation, from a persevering and painstaking labour,
Seni? Spectacles will be also a witness to disinterested effort in the
out 1}? of a worthy end. These two years since We already pointed
Ve EW sport and gymnastics can contribute to the expansion of
ll'nrxjyt cautiful moral qualities, so long as they are kept within the
ide alstf their proper purpose and put always to the service of an
In ully worthy of man.
fOHov}Vrour daily life and actions, hidden or glorious, whereby you
of siny 3{1_01.lr carthly calling, We urge you to stress those same virtues
Practicp city, loyalty, self~mastery and respect for others which the
gy ¢ of athletics has taught you. .
orld g owing ever more Greek in its admiration for the sprinter
an this is a healthy message. The modern spirit is always
Ing made Christian.
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