
Notes on the Contributors

Fernando Ainsa, critic and essayist, was born in Uruguay. Part of his work has been
devoted to the study of the role of utopia in the history of Latin America: Los 
buscadores de la utopía, 1977; Necesidad de la utopía, 1989; De la Edad de Oro a El Dorado.
Génesis del discurso utópico, 1992; Historia, mito y utopía de la Ciudad de los Césares, 1992;
La reconstrucción de la utopía, 1999, and Espacios de encuentro y mediación. Sociedad civil,
democracia y utopía en América Latina, 2004. He worked at UNESCO between 1972 and
1999 as literary director of Éditions de l’UNESCO. At present he lives in Spain
between Zaragoza and Oliete (Teruel), where he writes, teaches and publishes.
Address: c/o Diogenes.

Rafael Argullol is a Catalan writer and philosopher, author of many essays, among
them Le quattrocento; L’attraction de l’abîme; Le héros et l’unique; La fatigue de l’Occident
and La fin du monde comme œuvre d’art. He is also a playwright, novelist and winner
of the Nadal Prize for his poetic work La raison du mal. He holds the chair of aes-
thetics and arts theory at the Pompeu Fabra University in Barcelona, where he is the
director of the University’s Institute of Culture (IUC). His research is concerned with
the philosophy of culture, cultural and literary myths, and Greek tragedy. Address:
Institut Universitari de Cultura, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Ramon Trias Fargas,
25–27, 08005 Barcelona, Spain. [email: iuc@upf.edu]

In-Suk Cha holds the UNESCO chair ‘Teaching philosophy for democracy’ and is
president of the International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies
(ICPHS). Professor of philosophy at Seoul National University, he studied at the
New School for Social Research in New York and at Fribourg University in
Germany, where he gained a doctorate in philosophy. He is co-editor of the philo-
sophy journal Humanitas Asiatica. Among his most recent publications are: Philosophy
and Democracy in Asia (ed.), 1997; Philosophy, Culture and Education (ed.), 1999; 
Teaching Philosophy for Democracy (ed.), 2000. Address: c/o Diogenes
[email: insukcha@snu.ac.kr]

Souleymane Bachir Diagne was a student under Louis Althusser and Jacques
Derrida at the École Normale Supérieure, Rue d’Ulm, and holds the agrégation in 
philosophy and a doctorat d’état in philosophy (University of Paris I Sorbonne), which
he gained in 1988 under the supervision of Jean Toussaint Desanti. For 20 years or
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more he taught philosophy, particularly logic, history of science and Islamic philo-
sophy, at Anta Diop University, Dakar. Currently he is professor of philosophy at
Northwestern University, Chicago. He is the author of, among other works, a book
entitled Boole, L’oiseau de nuit en plein jour devoted to the algebra of logic created by
George Boole, 1989; a French translation of Lois de la pensée by the same author, 1992,
and Islam et société ouverte, la fidélité et le mouvement dans la pensée de Muhammad Iqbal,
2001, which is an introduction to the modernist poet-philosopher. Address: Depart-
ment of Philosophy, Northwestern University, 1860 Campus Drive, Evanston, IL
60208, USA. [email: s-diagne@northwestern.edu]

Barbara Freitag, titular professor at the University of Brasília, is a former student of
Adorno and Horkheimer in Frankfurt. She continued her studies in Berlin for a 
masters degree, doctorate and agrégation (Free and Technical Universities, 1972 and
1983). With Sergio Paulo Rouanet she is the author of Jürgen Habermas, 1980, and
Habermas: 60 Ans, 1989; Habermas: 70 ans, 1999; Teoria crítica: ontem e hoje, 1994;
Itinerários de Antígona, 2002; A cidade dos homens, 2003; Adorno: 100 ans, 2003, and also
Itinerâncias Urbanas, 2004. Her work is published in Portuguese and German. She
holds the UNESCO chair ‘City and Environment’. Address: Avenida Afraino de Melo
Franco 393/ap.203, CEP 22.430-060, Rio de Janeiro RJ (Leblon), Brazil. 
[email: bfreitag@uol.com.br]

Jean-Joseph Goux, who holds a doctorate in philosophy (Sorbonne, 1973) and a 
doctorat d’état ès lettres et sciences humaines (Sorbonne, 1988), was programme director
at the Collège International de Philosophie and associate research director at the
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales. He also headed the department of
French studies at Rice University (Texas, USA), where he currently holds the
Lawrence Favrot chair. He is the author of several books (Économie et symbolique, Les
Iconoclastes, Œdipe philosophe, Frivolité de la valeur: l’imagination du capitalisme) and
many articles, among them ‘Les nouvelles utopies du XXIe siècle’ in Les clés du XXIe

siècle; and he edited the joint work The Enigma of Gift and Sacrifice, 2002. His research
deals with the articulation between economics, philosophy, psychoanalysis and 
aesthetics. Founder of a new discipline, symbolic economics, he has lectured at 
several universities (Harvard, Yale, Stanford, among others). Address: Department of
French Studies, MS 31, Rice University, 6100 Main Street, Houston, TX 77005-1892,
USA. [email: goux@rice.edu]

Jaime Hernández Díaz is rector of the Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de
Hidalgo, where he is also emeritus professor of the history of law and systems of
comparative law. A former member of Congress for the state of Michoacán and
director general of the Michoacán Cultural Institute, he is the author of books 
dealing with history and law, such as Ordre social et désordre social dans l’État du
Michoacán: le droit pénal pendant la première République fédérale 1824–1835 and
Michoacán: histoire, paysages et culture. Address: Universidad Michoacana San Nicolás
de Hidalgo, Morelia Mich. 2003, Mexico. [email: jhdiaz@zeus.umich.mx]
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Gloria López Morales, who is responsible for cultural heritage, development and
tourism within Conaculta, was director of the UNESCO Bureau for Latin America in
Havana (Cuba) and coordinator of the celebrations for the 500th anniversary of 
the Encounter between Two Worlds (Europe/America). A journalist who studied
French literature and international relations at the Colegio de México, she has inau-
gurated journals and publications on the Near East, directed the National
Information Centre (Mexico Presidential Report) and edited the UNESCO Revue des
Sciences de la Communication in Paris. She contributes to various journals, periodicals
and conferences. Her thinking and experiences are aimed at strengthening links
between cultures, intercultural dialogue and sustainable development. Address: c/o
Diogenes.

Edgar Morin, born in Paris, is a philosopher, sociologist and anthropologist. In 1942
he gained a degree in history, geography and law. From 1942 to 1944 he served as a
lieutenant in the French forces, after which he was research supervisor then emeri-
tus director at the CNRS. From 1950 to 1989 he was president of the European
Agency for Culture (UNESCO), then co-director of the Centre d’Études Trans-
disciplinaires at the French École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales. For around
20 years he has been working on the search for a method around the notion of 
complexity and the challenges it now poses. He was founder and president of the
Observatoire des Réformes Universitaires (ORUS – www.orus-int.org). Among his
recent books are: Terre-Patrie, 1993; La complexité humaine, 1994; Les fratricides, 1996;
Une politique de civilisation, with Sami Naïr, 1997; Amour, Poésie, Sagesse, 1997; La
Méthode, (Vol. 6) Éthique, November 2004. Address: CNRS, 7 rue Saint Claude, 75003
Paris, France.

Eduardo Portella, a former minister of education, culture, science and sport in Brazil,
played a key role in his country’s transition to democracy. Having served as deputy
director-general and president of the general conference at UNESCO, he currently
chairs the management council of its International Foundation for the Promotion of
Culture. Emeritus professor at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, he is the
author of several books on modernity, culture, education, politics and literature.
Founder of the Colégio do Brasil and the journal Tempo Brasileiro, he coordinates the
strategy committee Chemins de la pensée. Address: c/o Diogenes.

Silvana Rabinovich, doctor of philosophy from the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM) and researcher at the Institute for Philological
Research (IIFL-Instituto de Investigaciones Filologicas) in that university, is the
author of La Trace dans le Palimpseste: Lectures de Lévinas, published in French by
L’Harmattan and in Spanish, La huella en el palimpsesto: Lecturas de Levinas, by UCM;
as well as several articles published in Mexico, France, Argentina, Brazil and Spain
and Spanish translations of books by Lévinas, Hélène Cixous, Irving Wohlfarth and
Enzo Traverso. A member of Mexico’s National System of Researchers (SNI), her
fields of study include ethics, deconstruction, Hebrew studies and literature. Address:
Instituto de Investigaciones Filológicas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 

Notes on the Contributors

151

Diogenes 209  1/12/06  11:32 AM  Page 151

https://doi.org/10.1177/0392192106062463 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1177/0392192106062463


Circuito Mario de la Cueva S/N, Ciudad Universitaria, CP 04510 México DF. [email:
silvanar@serv.net.mx]

Lyman Tower Sargent is Professor Emeritus at the University of Missouri in St
Louis; associate researcher, department of history, Royal Holloway & Bedford New
College, London University; and Fellow at the Stout Research Centre, Victoria
University, New Zealand. Founder and editor-in-chief of Utopian Studies, 1990–2004,
he is the author of British and American Utopian Literature, 1516–1985: An Annotated
Chronological Bibliography, 1988; Contemporary Political Ideologies: A Comparative
Analysis (12th edn 2003); New Left Thought: An Introduction, 1972; joint author with
Lucy Sargisson of Living in Utopia: Intentional Communities in New Zealand, 2004; joint
editor with Gregory Claeys of The Utopia Reader, 1999; and author of Extremism in
America: A Reader, 1995, and Political Thought in the United States: A Documentary
History, 1997. He is also the author or editor of various books and around 100 articles
on different aspects of utopianism. From 1997 to 2000 he was an adviser to the
Bibliothèque Nationale de France and the New York Public Library for their joint
exhibition ‘Utopie: La quête de la société idéale en Occident/Utopia: The Quest for
the Ideal Society in the West’. (Utopia: The Quest for the Ideal Society in the Western
World, 2000). Address: Fellow, Stout Research Centre, Victoria University, PO Box
600, Wellington 6015, New Zealand. [email: lyman.sargent@vuw.ac.nz]

Nicole Schwartz-Morgan is professeur agrégé in the department of political and eco-
nomic science at the Royal Military College of Canada, Kingston, Ontario, and
author of Le sixième continent, l’Utopie de Thomas More, 1995; her thinking about the
basis for modernity falls within the context of research on the future of the state. She
is about to bring out a book entitled Fear in the Belly, which deals with the future of
the human body. She is also a contributor, for Canada, to Futuribles International.
Address: Faculty of Politics and Economics, Royal Military College of Canada, PO
Box 17000, Station Forces, Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7K 7B4.
[email: nicole.schwartz-morgan@rmc.ca]

Germán Solinís, a programme specialist in UNESCO’s social and human science
sector, holds a doctorate in sociology (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales,
Paris). An architect with a qualification from the University of Mexico (Unam), he
has a masters degree in urban and planning studies from the University of Paris-VIII.
He was secretary-general of the International Network for Comparative Research
(CNRS-EHESS) 1990–5, and for four years a researcher and lecturer at ITESO
University, Guadalajara, Mexico. He has also taught at the Institut d’Études
Politiques and the University of Paris Panthéon-Sorbonne. He has published articles
on democratic governance, urban policy and social change in informal urban areas
of Latin America. Address: UNESCO, 1 rue Miollis, 75732 Paris cedex 15, France.
[email: g.solinis@unesco.org]

Gianni Vattimo, who holds the chair in philosophical hermeneutics at Turin
University, was a member of the European Parliament from 1999 to 2004. A former
student of Luigi Pareyson, he introduced the thinking of his teachers Karl Löwith
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and Hans Georg Gadamer to his country and suggested a hermeneutic interpretation
of contemporary thought. Among his books are: Les aventures de la différence, Au-delà
du sujet, La pensée faible, La fin de la modernité, L’éthique de l’interprétation and Au-delà
de l’interprétation. Address: Università degli Studi di Torino, via Verdi, 8, 10124
Torino, Italy. [email: gianni.vattimo@unito.it]

Luis Villoro gained a masters degree in philosophy in 1949, and a doctorate in 1963
with a thesis on ‘Great moments of indigenism in Mexico’. Since 1989 he has been
emeritus researcher at the UNAM Institute of Philosophical Studies and a member
of the Colegio Nacional since 1987. Having studied philosophy in the faculty of 
philosophy and literature at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, as well
as the Sorbonne (Paris) and Ludwiguniversität (Munich), he was appointed Mexico’s
ambassador and delegate to UNESCO (1983–7). He has published many articles on
philosophy and the history of ideas. Among his most recent books are: Una filosofía
del silencio: la filosofía de la India, 1996; El poder y el valor. Fundamentos de una ética 
política, 1997; Estado plural, pluralidad de culturas, 1998. Address: c/o Diogenes.

Kam-ming Wong holds a doctorate in literature (Cornell University). He has taught
Chinese language and literature at the University of Iowa and Cornell University
and now teaches comparative literature at the University of Georgia. He has 
published a book in Chinese on the mid-18th century Chinese novel The Story of the
Stone (popularly known as Dream of the Red Chamber/Mansions) and is completing 
another book in English on the same novel. He is the co-editor of the forthcoming
Better by Half: Contemporary Chinese Women Writers. He has published extensively on
Chinese and Asian American narrative, focusing on The Stone, Lu Xun, Hao Ran,
Maxine Hong Kingston, and others. His research centers on narrative theory East
and West, gender and women studies, lyric and autobiographical fiction, self/other
and border crossing, and the rhetoric of coincidence in narrative. Address: Compara-
tive Literature Department, Franklin College, University of Georgia, 131 Joseph
Brown Hall, Athens, GA 30602, USA. [email: kmwong@uga.edu]
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Pathways of Thought

Approaches to Utopia was prepared in conjunction with the UNESCO project
‘Chemins de la pensée’ (Pathways of Thought). This issue reprints several papers
from the international conference ‘Readings of Utopia’, organized in close collabora-
tion with Mexico’s National Council for Culture and the Arts (Conaculta) in Morelia,
Mexico, 22–4 November 2004. The conference had set itself the goal of examining the
clues left by various incomplete projects of social and imaginative construction for
our history, assessing the impact of the utopian stories and experiences on modern
developments, and seeing how far we still today can or should continue the utopian
task. 

Pathways of Thought thanks all those who created an ‘near-utopian’ ambiance –
as was said during the conference – for dialogue and reflection, whose current 
global concerns were set alongside a longstanding local experience, that of the 
utopia specialist Don Vasco de Quiroga, an experience which the inhabitants of his
Fundaciones, which we here salute, are still living today. We acknowledge the 
government of Michoacán state in the person of the Governor, Mr Lázaro Cardenas
Batel and his colleagues Juan Bosco Castro, Lic. Octavio Aparicio, Araceli López
Valdéz, Leticia Villanueva, Ing. Octavio Aparicio, Angelica Pérez Palacios; the
Tourism Secretary Mr Genovevo Figueroa and his team; Igor Cerda, Carolina
Ramírez from the Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, whose
emblematic Convent of Tiripetio, magnificently maintained and graciously lent for
the conference, was the very first institution of higher education founded in the
Americas in 1538 by the Augustinians. A special thank you to the organizing com-
mittee, chaired by Ms Mayra Coffigny de Cardenas, and the executive secretariat
under Ms Gloria López Morales, for the conference organization and, without
exhausting the list, thanks to the Comte and Comtesse de Reiset, Alya Saada,
Claudia Belair, Jimena Mateos, Mayeya García-Toraño, América Pedraza, Ana
Compeán, Juan Osorio, José Hernandez . . . And also to Borja Cardelus, Teixeira
Coelho, Jorge Alberto Lozoya, Francisco López, Armando Mauricio Escobar, Carlos
Herrejón Peredo, Francisco Miranda and J. Benedict Warren.

Frances Albernaz
UNESCO
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