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Gens et paroles d’Afrique: écrits pour Denise Paulme (EVA GILLIEs); Ladislav Holy (editor), Segmentary lineage
systems reconsidered (BARRIE SHARPE); Carl G. Rosberg and Thomas M. Callaghy (editors), Socialism in sub-
Saharan Africa: a new assessment (ROBIN COHEN); Fran P. Hosken, The Hosken report: genital and sexual
mutilation of females (2nd enlarged revised edition); Scilla McLean, Minority rights group report No. 47,
1980 (PAT CAPLAN); Lilian Passmore Sanderson, Against the mutilation of women: the struggle against
unnecessary suffering; Anne Cloudsley, Women of Omdurman: victims of circumcision (JOCELYN MURRAY);
Caroline H. Bledsoe, Women and marriage in Kpelle society (JOHN GAY); David Skinner, Thomas George
Lawson: African historian and administrator in Sierra Leone (C. MAGBAILY FYLE);, Kwame Arhin, West
African traders in Ghana in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries (JOHN MIDDLETON); J. Reindorf,
Scandinavians in Africa: guide to materials relating to Ghana in the Danish National Archives (MARION
JOHNSON); René Baesjou (editor), An Asante embassy on the Gold Coast: the mission of Akyempon Yaw at
Elmina, 1869-1872 (KWAME AHRIN); Josephine Milburn, British business and Ghanaian independence
(RICHARD JEFFRIES); Tayo Fashoyin, Industrial relations in Nigeria: development and practice (ROBIN COHEN);
Dale Idiens and K. G. Ponting (editors), Texttles in Africa (M. v. GILBERT); Dolores Richter, Ar, economics
and change: the Kulebele of northern Ivory Coast (JOHN PICTON); Veit Erlmann, Die Macht des Wortes:
Preisgesang und Berufmusiker bei den Fulbe des Diamaré (Nordkamerun) (K. A. GOURLAY); Paul Kazuhisa
Eguchi, Fulfulde tales of north Cameroon (A. H. M. KIRK-GREENE); Pierre Crépeau and Simon Bizimana
(editors), Proverbes du Rwanda (JAN KNAPPERT); Augustin Nsanze, Un domaine royal au Burundi: Myuye
(env. 1850-1945) (A. A. TROUWBORST); A. G. M. Ishumi, Kiziba: the cultural heritage of an old African
kingdom (JOHN BEATTIE); Bengt Sundkler, Bara Bukoba (AYLWARD SHORTER); Elizabeth Grohs, Kisazi.
Retferiten den Mddschen bei den Sigua und Ngulu Ost-Tanzanias (T. C. BEIDELMAN); Wendy James, "Kwanim
Pa. The making of the Uduk people: the ethnographic study of survival in the Sudan-Ethiopian borderlands
(JOHN MIDDLETON); Gunner Haaland (editor), Problems of savannah development: the Sudan case (MARTIN E.
ADAMS); I. M. Lewis, A modern history of Somalia: nation and state in the Horn (HERBERT S. LEWIS); Anders
Hjort, Savanna town: rural ties and urban opportunities in northern Kenya (ANTHONY O’CONNOR); Ann
Schlyter and Thomas Schiyter, George—the development of a squatter settlement in Lusaka, Zambia (JEFFREY
C.STONE); Bridglal Pachai, Land and politics in Malawi, 1875-1975 (1. A. HELLEN); K. F. M. Kooijman, Socia/
and economic change in a Tswana village (NICHOLAS MAHONEY); Darcy Du Toit, Capital and labour in South
Africa: class struggles in the 1970s (ROBIN COHEN); J. S. Birks and C. A. Sinclair, Arab manpower (KEITH
MCLACHLAN).
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History from Oral Tradition in Africa
PAUL IRWIN

Although historians today ‘turn increasingly to ora! tradition as a source of data on
the history of non-literate peoples, Paul Irwin cautions them agamnst uncritical

of such evidence. In an attempt to determine how much historans can leam
about the past from oral traditions, he studies those of Liptako. s a part of
Upper Volta but in the nineteenth century an emirate in one of West Afniee
imperial systems. In do

and the pc

on the precoionial history of Liptako tself. and offers a samping of fascnaung
tales
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