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The recipient in August 2011 of the richest Indigenous art award in Australia, the Western Austra-
lian Indigenous Art Award of $50,000 was Gunybi Ganambarr for this painting, entitled Milngurr
2011. He used ochre, earth pigment and acrylic binder on rubber, a recycling of conveyer belt ma-
terial which is used widely in many mining projects and thus very familiar to Aboriginals in those
areas. Modern Aboriginal art using Western techniques (originally acrylic paint on board) is re-
garded as beginning at Papunya in the Northern territory about 1971. Modern Australian Indig-
enous art has developed in myriad styles and is highly valued locally and internationally. While artists
currently working are able to sell overseas, items more than 30 years old are subject to export con-
trol under Australia’s implementing legislation of the 1970 UNESCO Convention. These issues were
the subject of an August 2011 conference at the University of Western Australia reported on in this
issue by Lyndel Prott. Artwork courtesy of the artist and the Buku-Larrnggay Centre, Yirrkala, North-
ern Territory. Image © Gunybi Ganambarr, courtesy of the artist and the Buku-Larrnggay Centre,
Yirrkala, Northern Territory.
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