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CORRESPONDENCE.

MORTALITY AMONG NEUTRALS IN WAR-TIME.

To the Editors of the Journal of the Institute of Actuaries.

DEAR SIRS,—It has occurred to me that readers of the review,
in the April number of the Journal, of Dr. Hersch's " La Mortalité
chez les neutres en temps de guerre " may be interested to know
that the subject was also referred to by Dr. S. Dumas in his paper

M 2
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020268100027657 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020268100027657


152 Correspondence. 

[OCT.

" L'Assurance du risque de guerre " published in 1911 in Volume 6
of the " Bulletin de l'Association des Actuaires Suisses."

Dr. Dumas' paper is primarily a paper on war risk, and deals,
only incidentally with the effect of a war on the mortality of the
civil and non-combatant population. For this reason, Dr. Dumas,
unlike Dr. Hersch, does not attempt to furnish statistics for different
age groups. On the other hand, whereas Dr. Hersch confines his.
investigations to the " petits pays neutres et limitrophes des pays
en guerre, tels que la Suisse, la Belgique et les Pays-Bas " and
except in Table IV and diagrams 3-4 deals merely with
the number of deaths in each year and not with the ratio of
deaths to inhabitants, Dr. Dumas gives the number of deaths
(male and female, and male and female combined, except in the
case of Germany, where the total deaths only are given) for both
combatant and neutral countries, and the number per hundred
inhabitants for each year in groups of four years, these groups being
taken so as to include the war of 1864—figures for Denmark only—
the war of 1866—figures for Germany, Austria, and Hungary—the
war of 1870-1—figures for France, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland,
England and Wales, and Germany. In a further column Dr. Dumas
gives the number of births in each year " pour montrer que l'aug-
mentation de la mortalité correspond souvent à, un fléchissement
du nombre des naissances ; on sait pourtant que la grande mortalité
des nouveaux nés influe d'une maniére trés sensible sur le nombre-
total des décès."

In the hope that it may be of interest I reproduce here Table 17,
page 93 :

Influence of the Franco-Prussian War on Mortality.
N.B.—The figures for Germany include still-births.
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Influence of the Franco-Prussian War on Mortality—continued.
N.B.—The figures for Germany include still-births.

It will be seen that these figures strikingly confirm the conclusions
arrived at by Dr. Hersch.

Dr. Dumas' remarks on this subject are referred to in a volume
entitled " Versicherung und Krieg " being a collection of seven papers
read at a conference held by the "Deutseher Verein fur Versicherungs-
Wissenschaft" on 12 and 13 December 1913, and published
by that Society in 1914. In particular Professor Dr. Florschütz
showed that Dr. Dumas' figures were confirmed by the experience
of the Gotha Life Insurance Company, for whereas the actual
mortality was in 1865 only 91·57 per-cent, in 1867 only 90·87 per-cent,
and in 1872 only 91·05 per-cent, of the expected, the percentage
rose in 1866 to 114·82 per-cent, and in 1871 to 105·10 per-cent.
As only 514 policyholders of the Gotha (of whom only 195 kept their
policies in force) took part in the war of 1870-71, this striking
increase in the ratio of the actual to the " expected " deaths must
be put down to the effect of that war on the civil non-combatant
population.

Yours faithfully,
D. S. SAVORY.

3, Queen's Gardens,
Ealing, W.,

5 May 1916.
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