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AMERICAN GUESTWORKERS
JAMAICANS AND MEXICANS IN THE U. S. 
LABOR MARKET

David Griffith

New in Paperback

“Unlike the pundits who debate immigration 

policy within the context of border security 

or labor markets, David Griffith focuses on 

the history and evolution of the H-2 program, 

examining the efficacy of actual guestworker 

policies and their effects on migrant workers. 

The value of American Guestworkers lies in the 

author’s argument that local history can influ-

ence global processes. Throughout the book, 

Griffith proves his point by moving effortlessly 

between analysis of the local and national 

issues related to the H-2 program.”

—Elżbieta M. Goździak, 

Georgetown University

The H-2 program, originally based in Florida, is 

the longest-running labor-importation program in 

the country. Over the course of a quarter-century 

of research, Griffith studied rural labor process-

es and their national and international effects. 

In this book, he examines the socioeconomic 

effects of the H-2 program on both the areas 

where the laborers work and the areas they 

are from, and, taking a uniquely humanitarian 

stance, he considers the effects of the program 

on the laborers themselves.

256 pages | 4 maps | $30.00 paper
Rural Studies Series

“Anthropologist Griffith has written a 

historical, informational, and gripping 

ethnographic account of Jamaicans 

and Mexicans in the US labor market, 

focusing on sectors such as sugar 

in Florida for Jamaicans and crab 

picking and tobacco in North 

Carolina for Mexicans.”

—E. Hu-Dehart, Choice
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LOSS OF CONFIDENCE
POLITICS AND POLICY IN THE 1970s

Edited by David Brian Robertson
184 pages | $28.00 paper | IPH #8

ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS
AND POLICY, 1960s TO 1990s
Edited by Otis L. Graham, Jr.
184 pages | $25.00 paper | IPH #9

MONEY AND POLITICS
Edited by Paula Baker
120 pages | $27.00 paper | IPH #10

THE FUTURE OF THE DEMOCRATIC
LEFT IN INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACIES
Edited by Erwin Hargrove
168 pages | 3 illustrations | $22.00 paper | IPH #11 

NEW DIRECTIONS IN POLICY
HISTORY
Edited by Julian E. Zelizer
168 pages | $22.00 paper | IPH #12

RULING PASSIONS
POLITICAL ECONOMY IN NINETEENTH-
CENTURY AMERICA

Edited by Richard R. John
176 pages | $25.00 paper | IPH #13

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON PUBLIC
HEALTH POLICY
Edited by James Mohr
148 pages | $23.00 paper | IPH #14

DRUG CONTROL POLICY
ESSAYS IN HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE 
PERSPECTIVE

Edited by William O. Walker III
184 pages | $24.00 paper | IPH #1

REFUGEES AND THE ASYLUM 
DILEMMA IN THE WEST
Edited by Gil Loescher
128 pages | $24.00 paper | IPH #2

URBAN PUBLIC POLICY
HISTORICAL MODES AND METHODS

Edited by Martin A. Melosi
216 pages | $24.00 paper | IPH #3

CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES
Edited by Hugh Davis Graham
166 pages | $24.00 paper | IPH #4

INTEGRATING THE SIXTIES
THE ORIGINS, STRUCTURES, AND 
LEGITIMACY OF PUBLIC POLICY IN A 
TURBULENT DECADE

Edited by Brian Balogh
192 pages | $24.00 paper | IPH #5

THE POLITICS OF ABORTION AND 
BIRTH CONTROL IN HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVE
Edited by Donald T. Critchlow
182 pages | $28.00 paper | IPH #6

HEALTH CARE POLICY IN 
CONTEMPORARY AMERICA
Edited by Alan I. Marcus 
and Hamilton Cravens
164 pages | $25.00 paper | IPH #7
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Welfare reform in Persistent 
rural Poverty
Dreams, Disenchantments, anD
Diversity

Kathleen Pickering, mark h. harvey, 
Gene F. summers, and David mushinski

Since the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 was 
enacted, policy makers and academics from a 
broad range of disciplines have debated and 
researched the implications of welfare reform in 
the United States. Most of the attention, however, 
has focused on urban rather than rural America. 
Welfare Reform in Persistent Rural Poverty exam-
ines welfare participants who live in chronically 
poor rural areas of the United States.

Kathleen Pickering and her colleagues look at 
welfare reform as it has been experienced in 
four rural and impoverished regions of the United 
States: American Indian reservations in South 
Dakota, the Rio Grande region, Appalachian 
Kentucky, and the Mississippi Delta. Throughout 
these areas the rhetoric of reform created expec-
tations of new opportunities to find decent work 
and receive education and training. In fact, these 
expectations have largely gone unfulfilled as 
welfare reform has failed to penetrate poor areas 
where low-income families remain isolated from 
the economic mainstream of American society. 

Welfare Reform in Persistent Rural Poverty sheds 
welcome light on the opportunities and chal-
lenges that welfare reform has imposed on low-
income families situated in disadvantaged areas. 
Combining both qualitative and quantitative 
research, it will be an excellent guide for scholars 
and practitioners alike seeking to address the 
problem of poverty in rural America.
256 pages | $66.00 cloth | Rural Studies Series

“rural poverty has been seriously 

neglected by scholars, making this 

book particularly welcome. it is 

balanced, well written, and focused 

on a timely issue. it should be of 

interest to social workers and a broad 

array of social scientists.”

—s. Pressman, Choice
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ParticiPatory Budgeting 
in Brazil
Contestation, Cooperation, 
and aCCountability

brian Wampler

“With its comparative analysis of eight cases of 
participatory budgeting (pb) in Brazil, varying from 
success to failure, Wampler’s book is a significant 
contribution to a literature heretofore dominated by 
single-case or two-case analyses (usually of only 
successful cases). His argument that divergent out-
comes can be explained by analyzing political strat-
egies of pb implementors and organized civil society 
participants within the real-world constraints of 
divergent local politics is helpful in avoiding ‘one 
design fits all’ conclusions.” 

—William Nylen, Stetson University

In this first rigorous comparative study of the 
phenomenon, Brian Wampler draws evidence from 
eight municipalities in Brazil to show the varying 
degrees of success and failure pb has experienced. 
He identifies why some pb programs have done bet-
ter than others in achieving the twin goals of ensur-
ing governmental accountability and empowering 
citizenship rights for the poor residents of these 
cities in the quest for greater social justice and a 
well-functioning democracy. Conducting extensive 
interviews, applying a survey to 650 pb delegates, 
doing detailed analysis of budgets, and engaging 
in participant observation, Wampler finds that the 
three most important factors explaining the varia-
tion are the incentives for mayoral administrations 
to delegate authority, the way civil society organi-
zations and citizens respond to the new institutions, 
and the particular rule structure that is used to 
delegate authority to citizens.
328 pages | 1 map | $55.00 cloth

“Wampler provides a compelling and 

original analysis of the democratic 

experiment known as participatory 

budgeting (pb). drawing on field 

research undertaken in eight brazilian 

municipalities, Wampler has developed 

a new framework for explaining why pb

sometimes fails, sometimes succeeds, 

and sometimes yields mixed results. 

the author shows why enthusiasts 

should be cautious in their efforts to 

transfer pb to other contexts. this book 

will appeal to a broad audience of 

scholars and practitioners.” 

—eliza Willis, 
Grinnell College
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