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To the Editor:

Sabina McMahan et al report about the pharyngeal-tracheal
lumen (PLT) airway in Prehospital and Disaster Medicine
(1992;7:13-18.). We have gathered considerable experience
with an airway management device that is similar in some ways.

The device (Combitube, Sheridan Catheter Corp., Argyle,
N.Y, USA) is a recently developed twinlumen, airway manage-
ment device which can be inserted without the use of a laryn-
goscope. The “tracheal” channel acts as a conventional endo-
tracheal airway with an open distal end. The “esophageal”
channel is blocked by an obturator at the distal end with open-
ings at the pharyngeal section. Depending on the position of
the tube, the inflated distal cuff obturates either the esopha-
gus or the trachea. At the oropharyngeal section, a balloon
obturates mouth and nose and adjusts the airway to optimal
position, and guarantees strong anchorage during ventilation
and transport of the patient. Test ventilation is started through
the tube leading to the “esophageal” lumen. The air is direct-
ed into the pharynx and from there around the epiglottis into
the trachea. If auscultation proves gastric insufflation and no
lung ventilation, the device has been placed tracheally. In this
case, ventilation has to be changed to the “tracheal” tube.

The literature on this device gives good evidence that this
combination tube allows adequate ventilation independent of
the airway position in esophagus or in trachea.!® In our expe-
rience in the emergency department and in prehospital use,
no performance problems, as mentioned by the authors in
the PLT study, have turned up. We have not seen any cases of

inadequate seal or inadequate ventilation; tube slippage or °

movement is prevented successfully by the pharyngeal bal-
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loon. Up to now, not a single case of unrecognized misplace-
ment was reported.

This device (Combitube) provides successful airway man-
agement when endotracheal intubation fails due to anatomic
difficulties or adverse circumstances. Therefore, it can be of
very good use, especially in the prehospital and disaster set-
ting.

G. Roeggla, MD, R. Lobenstein, MD, G. Meron, MD, M. Roeggla,
MD, A. Wagner, MD, Department of Emergency Medicine
University of Vienna

Vienna, Austria

References

1. Frass M, Franzer R, Rauscha F, et al: Ventilation with the esophageal tra-
cheal combitube (ETC) in the intensive care unit. Arch Emerg Med
1987;4:219-225.

2. Frass M, Franzer R, Rauscha F, et al: Ventilation with the esophageal tra-

cheal combitube in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Promptness and effec-
tiveness. Chest 1988;93:781-782.

3. Frass M, Franzer R, Zdrahal F, et al: The esophageal tracheal combitube:
Preliminary results with a new airway for CPR. Ann Emerg Med
1987;16:768-772.

4. Frass M, Rodler S, Frenzer R, et al: Esophageal Tracheal combitube,
endotracheal airway and mask: Comparison of ventilatory pressure
curves. | Trauma 1989;29:1476-1479.

5. Frass M, Frenzer R, Rauscha F, et al: Evaluation of esophageal tracheal
combitube in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Crit Care Med
1987;15:609-611.

6. Frass M, Johnson JC, Atherton GL, et al: Esophageal tracheal combitube
(ETC) for emergency intubation: Anatomical evaluation of ETC place-
ment by radiography. Resuscitation 1989;18:95-102.

7. McMahan S, Ornato JP, Racht EM, Cameron J: Multi-agency, prehospital
evaluation of the pharyngeo-tracheal lumen (PLT) airway. Prehospital and
Disaster Medicine 1992:7:13-19.

We are pleased to announce that the United
States Air Force Military Airlift Command
has chosen the MTP® Transport Infusion
Pump for its worldwide aeromedical
evacuation system.

Now that the Air Force MAC will be
exclusively using the MTP® in peacetime
and war, shouldn't you?

The MTP is manufactured in the United
States, need we say more?

Medical Technology Products, Inc.

107 Woodbury Road, Huntington, NY 11743
(516) 549-4350
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The Conference Corporation presents

Two EMS Conferences
for the Discerning
Professional

] | The National EMS Law and Policy Conference
Emergency care: clinically proficient,
legally deficient?

Find out what vour colleagues think. Join them at The National Conference on EMS Law and
Policy in Washington, DC. The conference that last year's attendees called

“Exhilarating”

“Extraordinary”

“Long overdue”

In separate 90-minute sessions you'll hear prominent members of the legal and EMS communi-
ties presenting case histories and innovative solutions to problems. The questions of liability,
authority and public expectations will be examined in such presentations as “Dispatcher
Liability”, “Medicare Reimbursements”, “HIV Infected Workers™, “Legal Responsibilities for
Medical Command Physicians™ and “Update: The Fair Labor Standards Act”, among others. In
addition, preconference workshops will encourage a focused exchange of information and
experience. Attendees are urged to interact with faculty members and colleagues in pre-
arranged group settings and informal meetings.

The National Conference on EMS Law and Policy
Washington, DC
October 2 - 4, 1992

2 The California State EMS Conference
California—An EMS Enigma

For the first time, a statewide conference offers California EMS agencies and their colleagues
around the nation the opportunity to define and discuss California-specific issues and to build
a unified front on matters of controversy.

California, arguably the most diverse of the 50 states, presents unique challenges to
EMS professionals. For the state’s 58 counties and numerous local EMS agencies, the scope of
practice is enormous, and continues to grow. This conference and workshop is an exclusive
Jems presentation, brought to the men and women of California EMS in the hope and expecta-
tion that a sharing of information and an open network of people and ideas can help define
our mutual concerns and create a framework of cooperation that will benefit us all.

The California State EMS Conference and Exposition
Sacramento, California
October 30 - November 1, 1992

For more information about these conferences and exhibit opportunities, please complete and
mail the card opposite this advertisement, or call The Conference Corporation at 619/431-8088.
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our future EMS conferences, please call
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OR IS THERE?

To find out how other burn specialists
are treating victims in the field, call us
today for the LSP distributor nearest
you. 1-800-2254577.
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LIFE SUPPORT PRODUCTS, INC.
One Mauchly, Irvine, California 92718
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