
The first case study (chapter 6) examines the process by which psychological
distress has come to be referred to, by analogy with physical illness, as ‘mental
illness’ and details the damaging implications this analogy has had for diagnosis,
treatment, and how we all, including those who experience them, conceive of a
great range of mental conditions. The second case study (chapter 7) recounts the
story of how metaphors from hydraulics were introduced into economics in the
1940s to 1960s and were seized on and promoted by neoliberal economists to
become the dominant metaphor, with ‘free-flowing’ being specified as the ideal.
The third case study (chapter 8) recounts how science has, over the centuries,
come to be depicted as ‘the mirror-of-nature’ and has resisted all attempts to
unseat it. The use of this metaphor, Adams argues, has legitimized the monster met-
aphors in psychiatry and economics that he has previously discussed. The last case
study, ‘men as naturally superior’ (chapter 9) is rather different, in that it springs
from his own research as a clinical psychologist on the justifications that men
who have been violent to their partners offer for their behaviour.

In the concluding chapters, he outlines the commercial and social forces that
have helped to foster the monsters, including the role of Big Pharma in insisting
that ‘mental illness’ can be treated by chemical means as physical illness can. He
highlights strategies we may employ to resist them and promote monster-free envi-
ronments, such as peeling away the synecdoche and metonymy of muscular
strength that bolster the ‘men as superior’metaphor, and adopting plural metaphors
around key social topics, which allow multiple perspectives on them.

Among the many strengths of the book are: the major social implications of the
case studies; the breadth of the author’s knowledge of the fields he explores; the
vivid stories he tells about the origins of each monster metaphor; the references
to his personal experience (for instance, working in a traditional psychiatric hospi-
tal as an eighteen-year-old); the occasional humour; and the vividly engaging style
with which it is written.
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The linguistics of crime provides an analysis of the relationship between language
and crime from the prism of pragmatics, metaphor theory, critical discourse
analysis, cognitive linguistics, multimodality, intertextuality, stylistics, and
corpus linguistics. Along the fifteen chapters, this volume ‘contrasts the linguistic
representation of crime across a range of genres’ (i), both in fiction and in real life.
The presence of contributors from different backgrounds makes this book suitable
for researching the ideological representation of crime based on the intersection of
disciplines and methodologies (i.e. criminology, sociology, forensic psychology,
and criminology, law, and rhetoric). The remarkable aspect of this book lies in
how it approaches it: analyzing the social criticism aspects in the discourse of
crime and bringing linguistic studies beyond its common areas of research.

The volumeopenswith chapter 1,which serves as a comprehensive introduction to
the topics of crime, social structure, values, and linguistic perspectives, as well as an
overviewof thewhole pieceofwork. Following the analysis of the ‘Other’ fromamet-
aphoric and metonymic perspective, chapter 2 concludes that this corresponds to an
enemyaswell as a primitiveman=barbarian=wild animal. Chapter 3 attends to the im-
portance of metaphors in communication—specifically carceral metaphors—and
their connection to crime. Chapter 4 and chapter 15 approach crime texts as a
source of struggle, examining them from conservative and critical approaches.
Chapter 5 analyses the ‘linguistic tools’ and the social criticism of immigration as a
relationship with organized criminal exploitation. Chapter 6 focuses on victims of
crime using a selection of Iraqi poems that are dedicated to the victims of genocide,
as chapter 7 utilizes a translation of crime fiction into Slovenian to draw attention to
the way linguistic and social differences affect the decisions made by the translator.
Chapter 8 observes the reinterpretation of texts and their outcomes as they progress
into the next texts. Chapter 9 adds the topic of parody to the last two chapters’ conclu-
sions. The author—amongst other approaches—pays attention to race within US
society, to scrutinize what the ‘empathetic and ethical effects… between the broad-
cast’s narrative telling… and the victim testimonial create for viewers’ (191). Chapter
10 displays the multimodal dimension of communication, as chapter 11 connects fic-
tional and actual criminals by delving into the historical, political, social, and cultural
context of criminal organizations from both groups. Chapter 12 is centered on crim-
inal individuals, as it bridges the gap between psychology and psychiatry and, by con-
trast, provides a detailed analysis of the criminals’ recurring linguistic patterns.
Chapter 13 focuses on the legal domain and studies the role played by metaphor in
the legal sphere and, conversely, the following chapter uses real-world crime to
observe how corporate crime works in our current society.

Awide range of potential readers, from non-experts to researchers seeking current
insights, will find this volume appealing due to its formal features and engaging
content. The multidisciplinarity of the chapters enhances the pedagogical potential
of the book, making it equally appropriate for the consultation of specific chapters.
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