
P R E F A C E 

I n c o n n e c t i o n wi th a r r a n g i n g I A U S y m p o s i u m N o . 50 o n 'Spec t r a l Classif icat ion a n d 
M u l t i c o l o u r P h o t o m e t r y ' , s p o n s o r e d by C o m m i s s i o n s 45 a n d 2 5 , it w a s dec ided t o 
exc lude all c a l i b r a t i o n p r o b l e m s . In s t ead it was ag reed t h a t we s h o u l d a t t e m p t t o 
a r r a n g e a s epa ra t e s y m p o s i u m , dea l ing w i t h t he f u n d a m e n t a l p r o b l e m s of t he cal i­
b r a t i o n of abso lu t e m a g n i t u d e s a n d t e m p e r a t u r e s of s ta rs . 

T h e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e of t he I A U accep ted o u r p r o p o s a l , a n d I A U S y m p o s i u m 
N o . 54 was held in G e n e v a on S e p t e m b e r 12-15 , 1972, s p o n s o r e d by the fo l lowing I A U 
C o m m i s s i o n s : 24, 25 , 29, 33 , 35 , 37, 44 a n d 45 . I t was a t t e n d e d b y a b o u t 90 scientists 
r ep re sen t ing 16 coun t r i e s . 

T h e S y m p o s i u m w a s d iv ided in to e ight sessions. E a c h session s t a r t ed wi th a review 
p a p e r by a n invi ted s p e a k e r ; th i s was fo l lowed by a genera l d i scuss ion inc lud ing a few 
c o n t r i b u t e d p a p e r s . 

T h e con t en t s of t h e p resen t v o l u m e fol low closely t h e p r o g r a m m e s of t he ind iv idua l 
sessions of the S y m p o s i u m . M o s t of the r eco rded d iscuss ions h a v e been kep t , a n d on ly 
in a few cases have t h e o r d e r of ques t i ons a n d c o m m e n t s b e e n a l t e red so as t o o b t a i n 
m o r e h o m o g e n e i t y in t he p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

F inanc i a l ass i s tance was p r o v i d e d b y the Execut ive C o m m i t t e e o f t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A s t r o n o m i c a l U n i o n for t ravel g r a n t s to cer ta in pa r t i c i pan t s . S o m e t ravel g r an t s were 
a l so suppl ied by the ' F o n d s n a t i o n a l Suisse de la r eche rche scient i f ique ' . W e a re g ra t e ­
ful to t he Univers i t i es of G e n e v a a n d L a u s a n n e for a d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t such as 
secretar ia l he lp a n d o t h e r facilit ies. M r s M . Z u g e r a n d Miss B. Z w e n z n e r a re g ra te ­
fully a c k n o w l e d g e d for the i r ass i s tance a t all s tages of p r e p a r a t i o n of the p resen t 
v o l u m e . 
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