
based on summaries of existing scholarship and European and Indonesian sources,
chronologically delves into the formation of the Southeast Asian trading system
between the seventeenth and early twentieth centuries, and the related socioeconomic
histories of the different islands discussed. These chapters are full of impeccably
presented historical evidence and detailed knowledge of these islands, though some
readers may find the level of detail a bit overwhelming.

Sutherland displays an encyclopaedic knowledge of her subject and an excep-
tional command over her sources, but the many micro-histories of various villages,
bays, rivers and islands, some of which are not mentioned in the otherwise useful
index (for example, in chapter 1: Adi island, p. 60, Wokam, p. 61, Tiworo, p. 64)
as well as the elaborate, in-depth descriptions and analyses of various societies, do
not always contribute to the book’s momentum and argument. Many of the later
empirical chapters therefore come across as rather descriptive, which occasionally
conflicts with the wider theoretical ambitions on the dynamics of political–economic
interaction and state building Sutherland sets out in the Introduction, citing the work
of Karl Polanyi, Douglas North and Michel Foucault. In the chapters of Part Two
(5–10), use of this analytical scope remains rather implicit, and the book’s theoretical
ambitions disappear into the background. This absence of further theoretical actual-
isation may be explained; Sutherland sees this book as merely a new beginning in gen-
erating more complete understandings of the region. She is careful and treads lightly
to avoid making overstatements and generalisations, and calls on others to follow in
her footsteps to write more detailed local histories (p. 448).

We should certainly hope that many historians will take up this challenge, or that
Sutherland’s ‘forthcoming monograph on the history of Makassar’ (p. xiv) will pro-
vide for a similarly rich and innovative study. This book sets the bar very high. It
is a milestone contribution to the historiography of Southeast Asia that transforms
the way we understand the islands of eastern archipelagic Southeast Asia and
draws them into their rightful place in global history, where they belong.

MAARTEN MANSE

Leiden University / Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Cambodia

Disturbed forests, fragmented memories: Jarai and other lives in the
Cambodian highlands
By JONATHAN PADWE

Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2020. Pp 280. Maps, Plates.
doi:10.1017/S0022463423000152

Disturbed Forests, Fragmented Memories is a beautifully written and insightful
ethnography that draws on Jonathan Padwe’s long-term work in the Jarai village of
Tang Kadon, in Cambodia’s Ratanakiri province. Padwe became fluent in the Jarai
language and was adopted into their community, enabling him to deeply explore vil-
lagers’ perspectives on how their culture was entangled with the landscape, and their
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engagements beyond the village. The book’s nine chapters (including an Introduction
and Conclusion) are organised chronologically from the pre-colonial lives of the Jarai
people to their navigation of contemporary life. Historical accounts are interwoven
with the memories and stories of contemporary Jarai interlocutors. The book exam-
ines Jarai engagements with more-than-human worlds and how these engagements
are shaped by and also produce a complex landscape. It examines violence and mem-
ory, and how these legacies are imprinted in plants, animals and the wider landscape.
While these explorations are deeply grounded in Jarai narratives, the book’s insights
on how co-produced landscapes incorporate violence and memory have broader
relevance.

The historical arc of the book enables us to see the different ways in which land-
scapes are animated by human relationships between themselves and with nature, and
how landscapes in turn shape social life and history (p. 14). These entanglements of
the social and ecological are remade and disrupted over time, especially as elements of
the landscape come to be viewed and exploited as ‘resources’ (p. 68). In chapter 2,
Padwe shows that before French colonisation the Jarai facilitated an extractive trade-
based economy of elephants, tusks, forest resources, and slaves. His characterisation of
this ‘precapitalist resource frontier’ contrasts with frontiers as spaces of capital incorp-
oration, as the former did not require the commodification of labour and land (p. 63).
Yet processes of alienation were still in play, as landscape components were taken
away from their ‘lifeworlds’ for the purpose of exchange. This discussion of
pre-capitalist frontiers reveals the foundations of ongoing changes catalysed by
colonisation, when land and labour were mobilised in destructive ways, and the
landscape dramatically reworked.

Padwe discusses colonisation, independence, and protracted conflict from the
perspective of the Jarai, and the legacies that these processes have left in the landscape.
In discussing these transformations, Padwe shows how memories of history and vio-
lence coalesce around plants, animals and other landscape features. One example is
his investigation of the role of rubber in the colonising/civilising missions of
French and subsequent Khmer states (chapter 4). For the French, rubber plantations
were both material and symbolic representations of order and control, whilst simul-
taneously facilitating new labour and territorial relations that extended state powers in
the colonial hinterland (p. 107). In the post-Independence Sihanouk era, rubber was
similarly entangled with neocolonial ‘Khmerisation’ campaigns to settle the upper and
outer reaches of the Cambodian ‘geobody’ with Khmer settlers (p. 92). During both
periods, the Jarai actively challenged their colonisation, which led the French to view
the Jarai as the fiercest of upland peoples, and Sihanouk to complain that it was ‘dif-
ficult to fix them in place’ (p. 106). Ultimately, rubber and the authoritarian develop-
mentalism that underpinned it drove highlanders towards communist revolutionaries.
Here, Padwe adds Jarai stories to earlier discussions on the enlistment of Kinh and
Khmer plantation labour to the communist cause (Martin J. Murray, The
Development of Capitalism in Colonial Indochina [1870–1940]; Margaret Slocomb,
‘Tonkinese Migrant Labour in Cambodia: A Coolie History’, in Engaging Asia:
Essays on Laos and beyond in Honour of Martin Stuart-Fox, ed. Desley Goldston;
Martin Thomas, Violence and Colonial Order: Police, Workers and Protest in the
European Colonial Empires, 1918–1940). Other examples of how history was
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imprinted in the Jarai landscape include the fascinating account of how invasive plant
species were introduced during the Indochina War (chapter 5), the Khmer Rouge’s
attempts to create ordered and modernist agricultural landscapes (chapter 6), and
the remaking of rubber plantations by contemporary Vietnamese investors
(Conclusion).

By elevating Jarai perspectives on the region’s history and social order, Padwe
brings Indigenous voices to discussions about the region’s violent past and fractured
present. His account of pre-colonial Jarai history examines their strategic interests in
trading and state engagements. He challenges James Scott’s argument (in The Art of
Not Being Governed) that Zomian highlanders avoided state engagements by suggest-
ing that ‘the existence of the Jarai on the frontier was made possible because of their
relationship with the state, not in spite of it’ (p. 54). Padwe substantiates this with
examples of strategic and seemingly beneficial Jarai engagements with the Siamese
monarchy. In chapter 3, he considers not only how highlanders are represented as
‘wild’ within lowland nature–culture binaries, but also how Jarai people interpret
and respond to these representations. Padwe sees these binaries playing out in con-
temporary Indigenous rights discourses in Cambodia (p. 87)—an issue that is not dis-
cussed further in the book but is potentially important for future research.

Across the chapters, the reader sees that violence has been a constant in Jarai his-
tory. As Padwe writes, ‘For Cambodia’s highlanders, the experience of violence—at
the hands of the state, at the hands of foreign powers, at the hands of their neighbours
from the lowlands and from other highland ethnic groups—has been an intermittent
but enduring reality during their entire period of history that they record in their oral
tradition and retain within living memory’ (p. 22). The book reveals a clear nexus
between violence, memory and landscapes—so that ‘living with the land is also a
way of living with the past’ (p. 191).

Although Disturbed Forests, Fragmented Lives is a wonderful example of
more-than-human anthropology, it will resonate with broader audiences who work
on frontier dynamics, violence, memory and the co-production of nature–society in
and beyond mainland Southeast Asia.

SANGO MAHANTY

The Australian National University

Indonesia

A.H. Nasution and Indonesian elites: ‘People’s Resistance’ in the War of
Independence and postwar politics
By BARRY TURNER

Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2018. Pp. 281. Maps, Plates, Notes, Bibliography,
Index.
doi:10.1017/S0022463423000164

Barry Turner has written a detailed and insightful history of A.H. Nasution, one
of Indonesia’s foremost military leaders and theorists. In many ways, the book hews to
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