
Many of Synis' arguincnts arc clearly 
right, especially his att;icL on the current 
cult of special church coininuiiitics. I t  is 
easy to synipatliisc witli his clccixion. But 
it is surely rdsc to wpposc tliat, for thr 
sake of his intcgrily, tlic real person can 
and sonichow must IK' ~ l i o l l y  separated 
from the rolc that o~ l ic rs  give liini: or to 

assunic that the nianifest unlikelihood ol' 
church rckrni from uitliin rcquirrs H itli- 
d r a ~ a l  froin the church; or to distilis\ 
o r p i i w d  religion as wdi. l.or most 
pcoplc k i n g  in the red. messy world 
dcmands a iiiorc subtle analysis and a 
iiiorc anihivalcnt resolution. 
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All wlio liavc studied theology o r  
r;itlicr Divinity -- at St Andrew llnivcrsity 
will be glad that lliis Ji.srsc.kri// I ias I>ccn 
presented lo Mattlicw I3lack I ( I  lionour h i s  
scvcntieth birthday. I.or more than twenty 
years until his rcccnt rctircliicnt Iic was  
Principd of St Mary's ('ollcpc i n  St Antl- 
rcws ;IS well as editor 0 1  N c w  l?s/utttcw/ 
Sttrclicx I found him most liclpful in his 
capacity as T. W. Manson's 1itcr;iry cxcc- 
utor. His chief contribulion to Ncu '1'cst;i- 
iiicnt scholarship has, of course, been in 
intertcstaincntal studies and on the sem- 
ilic inllucncc on tlic New lcstaiiicnt. It 
is appropriate, tlicn, that many ol tlic 
contributions to this collcction slioultl 
bc on textual criticism ;ind philology. 
t h e r  include papers by Kurt Aland, 
('. K. Barrctt, Ernest Best, I.. I . .  I%rucc, 
Nils 1)ahl. Joseph I;it7.ineycr, Bruce Met/.- 
gcr, Ilarald Kicscnfcld and It. Mcl.. Wilson. 
Most of these papers arc on detailed tccli- 
nic;il niattcrs whicli will restrict tlic rcadcr- 
ship, and coupled witli tlic price is likely 

prcvcnt tlic Imok k i n g  a I)cst-seller. 
'l'hc niost intercstiny papers tend to bc 
tliosc on Imi;itlcr tlicologicul tlicincs: an 
extension 0 1 .  tlic Son 0 1  Man discussion by 
Morii:i I l ~ t ~ k c r .  ;I brief' investigation of the 
i ) r c \ i i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) s i t i ~ ~ t i s  involved i n  rcscarcli i n t o  
iiic usc OI' Old 'I cstaiiicnt quotat ions in 
ilic NCH 'Ics1;inient by M a x  Wileox. ilic 
re1:itttmsIiip 1)clwccn Jcsu\; ;ind "thc IiiCFSi- 

anic proplicl\" of' Jowphu'i by I h v i t l  Il i l l ,  
and tlic rclatioii41iip i>l I Iohn : incl  tlic 
o p p o t i c n t b  0 1  t h 1  ;iutlior to tlic 1,'t)urtIi 
(;ospcl 11y K;iyntond l3rt)nm. Nut tlicn a 
I iiiip t r  c( In I ribu t i o n  to Ncu Tost aiiicnt 
scliiilarsliip 1)ut ii collection ot' sonic in t -  
crcstinp papers a n d  a notablc trihutc to 
M:itthcu 131;ick'\ inv;ilual)lc uork  in :I long 
carcci. I \Iioiild ;idd that  tlicrc is also a 
1)il~liogr;ipli) 01 I'rol'cswr Black's uritings 
I r o n )  196% to 1977 nliich supplcnicnts thc 
list i n  Y~oic~.\runic~ririi~u ( ' I  Scviriric.u. cditcd 
by I .  .. 1 . .  I.llis and M. Wilcox, I<dinbugh 
1969. 
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It  is p;iradoxical that wliilc niany individ- 
ual cvangclicals have s h w n  grrat practical 
concern for the rciiioval ol' social ahuscs, 
evangelicdisni has not found it easy to devcl- 
op a rationale for Y'liristian' action in the 
'sccular' splicrs. I<vangclical social rcfomicrs 
may have ]?/I a congrucncc bctivccn their 
faith and lhcir soci;il programnics: thcy liavc 
1i:irdly tlicologiscd :ihoul that congruence; nor 
have tlicy, for all their attacks on particular 
ahuscs, drvcloped a thcological position Croni 
which onr could niakc ;in overall criticism of 
the sort or socicty which lolcrates slavery, 

cltild lahour clc. 
In rcccnt decades, however, several cvan- 

gclicals have hccn kconling dissatisfied witli 
an understanding of the gospel which fails to 
scc an intrinsic connection hctwc.cn good news 
and just society. I t  rc rns  that Ronald J .  Sidcr 
is one o f  tlicsc. 

There arc thrcc parts to his book: an analy- 
sis, witli easily-prcscnted statistical tables, of 
the economic iinhalancc between richer and 
poorer countries (and between the richer and 
poorer sections of' many countries). I'articul- 
arly startling are the ligurcs on dcvclopiiicnl 
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