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STUDIES IN ANCIENT
GREEK SOCIETY

THE PREHISTORIC AEGEAN

George Thomson

This volume is planned as the first of several with the aim of con-
solidating the ground covered in Aeschylus and Athens. It is in effect
an expansion of the first five chapters of that work, reinforcing the
argument and treating at length some fundamental problems that were
only touched on there, especially matriarchy, land-tenure, Aegean pre-
history, and epic. Its range coincides approximately with the Bronze
Age, except that the evolution of epic is followed down to its cul-
mination in the sixth century B.c.

800 pp. 85 illustrations. I2 maps. 2 gns.

SOME PRESS OPINIONS OF AESCHYLUS AND ATHENS

‘It is a serious and carefully elaborate work of scholarship which needs
careful and prolonged examination . . . . a pioneer work of greatimportance.”

Professor T. B. L. Webster in the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN

‘In support of his contention that “possibilities of further research in
classical studies are limitless”, Professor Thomson mighe justly point to
the long list of occasional contributions with which he has enriched his
main argument. . . . There is nothing, even where his own conyictions
are most directly involved, that is not stated fairly and moderately, and
with sufficient historical illustration. His book is a notable example of
the contribution which modern anthropological studies have to make to
traditional learning, if the learned are willing to take account of them.’

Sir John L. Myres in MAN
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