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"A delight and a treasure. David
Crystal does a brilliant job of satisfying
our curiousity about our mother
tongue while illuminating the deepest
questions of who we are and where we
come from. A magnificent
achievement." —Steven Pinker,

author of The Language Instinct

"David Crystal is phenomenal... [This]
is a prodigious achievement... The book
combines breadth of range, imaginative
insight, deep understanding, and is
pervasively readable and stimulating."
—Randolph Quirk, author of English
in Use and A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language

A superbly written and illustrated exploration of the history, structure, and use of
English throughout the world. World-renowned linguist and author, David
Crystal, explores the many facets and varieties of the English language, bringing
life to this large and complex subject. Author Crystal systematically covers the
structural features of English including: a complete outline description of
grammar; a summary of pronunciation and writing systems; and a thorough
treatment of the size and complexity of vocabulary. He explains technical aspects
in simple and accessible terms and includes a glossary to assist the reader with
unclear language terminology. Highly visual with striking color illustrations,
panels and boxed features throughout, this book is fascinating reading for the
widest possible audience.

May 1995 500 pp. including 415 color illustrations, AvaibhU in bookstores or from
745 color feature panels, and
numerous b/w illustrations.
0-521-40179-8 Hardback $49.95
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