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The 7.1-magnitude Yushu earthquake, the second catastrophic event within two years 
of the 8.0-magnitude Wenchuan earthquake of 12 May 2008, left 2,220 people dead 
and 70 missing (all of whom are presumed dead after being buried under rubble). As 
of 25 April 2010, the rescue effort was ongoing. 

In Rima Village, Upper Laxiu township, Yushu County, Yushu Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture (also called Yushu), Qinghai Province, China. The location lies in remote and 
rugged terrain, near the border of the Tibet Autonomous Region, Sichuan Province, 
and Qinghai Province. The epicenter is approximately 30 km from Jiegu Town (the seat 
of Yushu County and also the seat of Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture), about 
240 km from Changdu, and about 820 km from Xining (the capital of Qinghai Province). 
The epicenter was in a sparsely populated area on the Tibetan plateau that experiences 
frequent earthquakes.

Its average altitude is >4,200 km, and the average annual temperature is 
2.9°C; the monthly temperature is -7.5°C in January, and 12.5°C in July. Ninty percent 
of the population is Tibetan. 

Fifty-two mobile medical teams, including 3,032 medical workers from civilian and 
military units, provided first aid and treatment. By 23 April, hospitals had admitted 
9,145 injured people. Of them, 2,674 were evacuated to hospitals in other cities such as 
Xining, Chengdu Lanzhou, and Xian, because the medical system was overwhelmed in 
Yushu. More than 40,000 injured persons were treated in mobile medical hospitals and 
temporary clinics deployed by mobile medical teams.

Epidemic prevention also was an important issue. The affected area was divided into 
19 task regions. A total of 308 epidemic workers responsible for disease prevention, 
food and water security, and environmental safety. Crews sprayed with disinfectants 
before and after searching the ruins. So far, there is no evidence of contagious diseases 
and there is no threat of food poisoning. Free food and bottled drinking water were 
supplied to survivors by government and rescue organizations. Water tankers also were 
supplied. The epidemic teams performed inspections in their respective regions. They 
also examined the animals, because zoonosis was a risk.

Rescue workers were forced to cope with altitude sickness. Since Yushu is located at 
an average altitude of 4,200 meters, partial pressure of oxygen is much less than at sea 
level. Batang Airport, the only airport in Yushu, has an altitude of 3,900 meters, and 
served as the first station for outside rescuers. Many rescuers from the lowlands became 
due to altitude sickness. Thirty-five rescuers belonging to the Guangdong Fire Corps 
and Beijing Fire Corps suffered severe pulmonary edema or cerebral edema and were 
evacuated to a hospital at a lower altitude in Xian. Approximately 300 remaining mem-
bers of the Guangdong Fire Corps returned to Guangdong by 19 April. One Chinese 
reporter evacuated to Lanzhou (the capital of Gansu Province) was confirmed dead on 
18 April due to pulmonary complications. Many rescue teams from lowlands such as 
Guangxi, Hubei, and Sichuan that were deployed in Yushu returned to Xining by 19 
April because of altitude sickness. Many sniffer dogs also had to leave the area.

Communication problems also were encountered. The Tibetan area was affected by 
the earthquake. The ethnic Tibetan people have their own unique language, culture, 
and religion. As doctors examined and diagnosed the injured, patients and care providers 
could not understand each other. Volunteers who understand both languages interpret 
between doctors and the injured. A 10-year-old Tibetan boy worked as an interpreter 
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With so many corpses, incineration was the only method that all 
people could accept from a religious, traditional, and healthcare 
point of view.

The psychological damage was harder to quantify, but with 
religion, most Tibetan people show calmness facing death. 
Psychological assistance was performed silently.

Power, the water supply, and communications are now 
restored. Students went back to tent schools. Reconstruction 
will take approximately five years. 

in a temporary hospital in Jiegu Town for several days after his 
house collapsed in the earthquake.

The local temples played an important role in managing 
corpses. In Jiegu Town, local survivors delivered their dead rela-
tives to the Jiegu Temple. The monks (Lama) held a religious 
ceremony before cremation. More than 1,300 corpses were cre-
mated on 17 April. If not for the disaster, relatives and lamas 
would have held a celestial burial for the dead. During this 
burial, vultures would eat the entire body, leaving no remains. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X11000161 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049023X11000161


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


