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Annually, on the eve of the ninth Chinese lunar month, the Nine Emperor Gods descend to Earth to bring blessings to their temples
and devotees. Representing spiritual manifestations of the seven visible stars (and two invisible stars) which form the ‘Big Dipper’ in
the constellation of Ursa Major, they are held to be the sons of the goddess Doumu. They remain on Earth until their collective
birthday on the ninth of the ninth lunar month. Their festival is celebrated in Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand, and culminates with
a procession of spirit mediums possessed by Chinese deities who escort them in intricately carved palanquins to the sea from where

they ascend to the heavens.

The cover photo illustrates a Thai spirit medium who has been possessed by the Mahayana Buddhist Bodhisattva, Guanyin, and has
been dressed in appropriate robes to escort the Nine Emperor Gods back to the sea in Hat Yai, Thailand.

Cover image courtesy of Dr Fabian Charles Graham. He is currently a Research Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National University

of Singapore.
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