Sanibel cotton rat,
from The Nature of
Things on Sanibel

Anyone who has visited Florida’s delectable Sanibel Island will enjoy The Nuatwre of
Things on Sanibel, by George R. Campbell, a discursive, informative, anecdotal account of
the wildlife, enlivened by the resident author’s distinctive humorous approach and Molly
Eckler’s beautifully sensitive drawings. These include the Sanibel cottonrat Sigmodon
hispidus insulicola, one of the island’s two endemic subspecies; the other is a rice rat
Oryzomys palustris sanibell.

The Observer’s Book of Snakes and Lizards of Australia (Methuen of Australia, Warne,
£1.95) is the second and completely revised edition of a pocket-sized book that first
appeared in 1959. Useful for the beginner or non-specialist, it presents clearly and
precisely the basic facts concerning 62 of the more widespread and better known species,
each illustrated with a first-rate colour photograph.

Reports and Journals

The report of the Coypu Strategy Group, sct up by the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries
and Food, recommends that ‘an enhanced coypu control operation should be put into
effect with the long term objective of achieving cradication of coypus’. Research should
continue, legislation should be considered to tighten control of the import and
exploitation of non-indigenous species, with powers for quick action against pest species,
and efforts made to educate the public in the nced for eradicating coypu (MAFF,
Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2AE).

The Provisional Atlas of the Mammals of the British Isles, edited for the Mammal Society
by Henry R. Arnold, comprises 58 dot maps showing distribution collected on a 10-km
square basis. It is described as a ‘second progress report’ of the recording scheme started
in 1965 (ITE, Monks Wood Experimental Station, Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon, £3.00).

Carnivore, a new journal owned by Randall I.. Eaton through the Carnivore Research
Institute, covers carnivorous mammals including man; the Hon. Editor is Niko
Tinbergen. The 19 articles in Vol. 1 part 1 include Markus Borner on the Sumatran tiger,
Randall Eaton on the evolution of trophy hunting and N.G. Webb on boat-towing by a
bottlenose dolphin in southern England. Part 2 with eight articles includes a second article
on the bottlenose dolphin.

In Atlantic Walrus, A Literature Survey and Status Report, Wildlife Report No. 10 of the
Fish and Wildlife Service (Washington DC 20560), Randall R. Reeves concludes that the
Atlantic walrus 1s adequately protected by the controls on commercial exploitation
coupled with the changes in native economies and life styles, but warns that human
encroachment on the walrus’s habitat could become a serious threat.

The South African Red Data Book: Large Mammals, by J.D. Skinner, N. Fairall and J. du
P. Bothma, can be obtained from the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, PO
Box 395, Pretoria 0001. The list of threatened taxa numbers 22.

209

https://doi.org/10.1017/50030605300024510 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0030605300024510

210 Oryx

Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises of the Western North Atlantic provides descriptions and
photographs of every species likely to be seen in the region and blank forms for reporting
sightings, as well as instructions on interpreting whale tags and dealing with beached
whales (Superintendent of Documents, US Government Printing Office, Washington,
DC, 20402).

Originally a briefing document for journalists, Inzernational Trade in Wildlife by Tim
Inskipp and Sue Wells of the IUCN trade group TRAFFIC has been published by FPS
and the International Institute for Environment and Development. The 104 pages include
a full text of the CITES convention and its appendices, a report on decisions taken at the
1979 CITES meetings in Costa Rica and Bonn, and details on current international trade
in monkeys, spotted cats, whales, ivory, parrots, tortoises, marine turtles, crocodiles,
butterflies, sponges and rare orchids (an Earthscan Publication, £1.50; obtainable from
the FPS office).

Marine Turtles of the Solomon Islands, by Andrew McKeown, summarises the status of the
islands’ green, hawksbill, leathery, loggerhead and olive ridley turtles, the first three of
which breed there. All are declining, partly because of tortoiseshell exports to Japan, a
trade that is also analysed in the report (Ministry of Natural Resources, Fisheries
Division, Honiara, Solomon Islands, free).

In 1978 conservationists from Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras
and Mexico met for the first time in Matagalpa, Nicaragua, to discuss the status of Central
American wildlife and co-ordinate their conservation efforts. The proceedings are
published in Primera Reunién Regional Centroamericana Sobre Vida Silvestre, edited by
Roger Morales, Craig MacFarland, Jaime Incer and Adriana Hobbs (Unidad de Manejo
de Areas Silvestres, Centro Agrondémico Tropical de Investigacién y Ensefianza,
Turrialba, Costa Rica; 238pp; in Spanish).

Recent monographs from the Naturalia Hispanica series, published by Spain’s National
Institute for Nature Conservation, include No. 17, Las Tortugas terrestres Testudo graeca
y Testudo hermanni en Espana, by L.F. Lépez Jurado et al, containing status and
distribution data on these tortoises; No. 19, Distribucién geografica y hébitat de las liebres
en la Peninsula Ibérica, by Fernando Palacios and Manuel Meijide, a study of hare
distribution in Spain and Portugal; and No. 20, Observaciones sobre la gaviota Audouin,
Larus audouinii Payr., en el Mediterraneo occidental, by J. Mayol, a 1978 survey of six
colonies of Audouin’s gull in the Balearics (Servicio de Publicaciones Agrarias, Paseo de
Infanta Isabel 1, Madrid 7; 450 ptas. each; Spanish with English summaries).

Protection, Conservation and Management of Threatened and Endangered Species in Pakistan
is the report, compiled and edited by David A. Ferguson, of a 1978 mission from the US
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service to Pakistan. It includes a useful
directory to the country’s leading conservationists (Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, Washington, DC, 20240).

Current Energy and Ecology, for use in American high school classrooms, is published
monthly during the school year, September-May (Curriculum Innovations Inc., 501 Lake
Forest Avenue, Highwood, Illinois 60040; $3.50 per student per year). The articles,
mainly on energy problems, are followed by suggestions for class discussion; its simple,
non-patronising style could be a model for some ‘adult’ ecology publications.

The first two issues of The Beast, a new bi-monthly concerned mainly with (militant)
animal welfare, includes conservation-oriented articles on orang-utan rehabilitation, oiled
seabirds, Sullom Voe, and the CITES and IWC meetings (Clanose Publishers I.td, 2
Blenheim Crescent, I.ondon W11 1NN 40p).
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The magazine for those who wish to
keep up-to-date with developments
in the zoo world.

Contributions from distinguished
zoo directors and wildlife keepers in
Africa, Australasia, Asia, Europe
and the USA. '

Each issue contains up-to-date
information from the world’s zoos
including records of births, deaths
and breeding programmes.

Unsurpassed as a forum for
information for those
involved in the preservation
of rare species through
captive breeding.

INTERNATIONAL
r{e]e)
NEWS

International Zoo News, Subscription Department, 73 Molesworth Street,
Wadebridge, Cornwall, PL27 7DS, England.

Please send me International Zoo News 8 times a year starting with the

next issue. | enclose £10.00. US $26.00. DM. 62.50 (Post free. Airmail
rate extra on application. Please make cheques payable to Zoo Centrum.)

Please send me a freecopy U
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MOUNTAIN
GORILLA
PROJECT

THE °‘FIVE PLUS ONE’ OFFER BY
HOLIDAYS at TOWN AND GOWN TRAVEL
HAS PRODUCED £1,093.55 FOR THE PROJECT

The idea was simple and effective: Peregrine Holidays (by mailing
and advertising) promoted worthwhile donations by offering to
make an addition of £1 to each £5 subscribed. Thus £5 becomes
£6, £10 becomes £12 and so on. The “5+1° promotion s open until
Dec. 31 1979.

Clients of Peregrine Holidays have thus subscribed £875.55 and
the company £218. Additionally the staff of Town and Gown
Travel have cheerfully undertaken all the administration
(disentangling composite cheques, keeping separate accounts),
mailing every subscriber a monthly statement showing
subscriptions, Peregrine Holidays additions and monthly totals.

In addition to the 20% to ‘“‘fivers and over” uplift, Peregrine
Holidays have mailed reprints of the MGP, a Sunday Times
article, and The “Death of Digit” to all subscribers; all costs of
printing stationery, time, postage etc. have been accepted by the
Company and have not been charged against the subscription
totals.

Peregrine Holidays were first to visit the Virunga Gorillas with
an FPS Tour in 1974; make a further visit (Patricia Hodgkins) in
1976 and took another full-scale tour in 1977. They are proud to be
the first company to promote effective contributions by the ‘“‘Five plus
One” scheme towards the preservation of the magnificent, endangered
Mountain Gorilla.

The directors most sincerely thank their clients who have
responded so generously; their management and staff who have
shown such interest and diligence in working at the often tedious
administraion and the FPS for kindly giving this space.

Peregrine Holidays at Town and Gown Travel
40/41 South Parade, Summertown, Oxford

0x2 7JP. AGENTS
Tel. (0865) 511341
Bonded Atol No. 275B
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How to Increase the Value of Your
FPS Subscription
Without Paying More

Inland Revenue will give FPS nearly half the value of your annual subscription
if, as a UK taxpayer, you sign a deed of covenant, which is simply a pledge to
pay your subscription every year for seven years. If enough members sign
covenants, the additional income (£4.29 per ordinary member in 1980; the
amount varies with the tax rate) could perhaps forestall another subscription
increase for some time. In fact, if only half the FPS membership had signed
deeds of covenant while the subscription was still £5, it might not have been
necessary to raise it. Also, since covenants can be applied to any donation to a
registered charity, you may want to contribute to the Oryx 100% Fund in this
way. The UK, unlike several other countries, including the US, does not exempt
charitable gifts from income tax; so it is important to take advantage of the
concessions that do exist.

John A. Burton
Executive Secretary

Form of Covenant
(applying only to UK standard-rate income taxpayers)

L

of
hereby covenant with the Fauna Preservation Society, whose office is c/o the
Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY, that for a
period of seven years from the date hereof, or until my death (whichever shall be
the shorter period), I will pay annually to the said Societyonthe
day of. (this date should be later than the date of signature) in
every year such a sum as, after deduction of income tax for the standard rate for
the time being in force, amounts to £ (please insert the actual
amount of your subscription), such sum to be paid from my general fund of taxed
income.

Signed and sealed by me this day of 19__

Signature in the presence of

Signature of witness

Address of witness

Occupation of witness
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PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO GET A NEW MEMBER

Application for Membership

The Fauna Preservation Society
c/o The Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY

Please enrol me as a member of the Society
Name (BLOCK LETTERS) Please state Mr/Mrs/Miss or title

Address

| enclose £
being my subscription as a Life/Benefactor/Ordinary Member.

The minimum subscription for Ordinary Members is £10, US $20, for Benefactors £20, US $40,
students £5, US $10. A Banker's Order saves time, expense and reminders. The value of any
subscription is greatly increased if it is paid under a seven-year Deed of Covenant (UK
standard-rate income taxpayers only} and this entails no extra cost whatever: write for
Covenant to the Secretary.

Life membership fees:
Age: Under 41, £350, US $700; age 41-60 £300, US $600; age 61 and over, £150, US $ 300.

Banker’'s Order

Bank

Address of Bank

Please pay for the Credit of The Fauna Preservation Society, Barclays Bank Ltd.
Camden Town, London NW1, my subscription of £............ due on 1st January
19 , and a similar amount on 1st January each year until further notice.

SIgnature. ... ... Date ....................
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FPS Wildlife Film Library

Unless otherwise stated all films are 16mm colour with soundtrack. The charges
quoted are for one screening only; additional screenings are £2, or £1 for older
films. All films must be shown by an experienced projectionist. To book a film
please write to the Films Officer, FPS, c/o Zoological Society of London,
Regent’s Park, London NW1 4RY (Tel: 01-586 0872).

Search for the Great Apes. Birute Galdikas-Brindamour with orang-utans in
Borneo and Dian Fossey with mountain gorillas in Rwanda. 50 mins. £7.50.

Business of Extinction. A hard-hitting film dealing with trade in wildlife with
particular reference to the Washington Convention. 50 mins. £7.50

The Right Whale. an Endangered Species. Roger Payne’s study of the right
whales off Patagonia: National Geographic film. 22 Mins. £7.50.

The Woodmen and the Wild. Management of woodlands and wildlife
conservation. Filmed by Lord Dulverton, FPS Council member, on his own
estate. 34 mins. £7.50.

At the Crossroads. American wildlife’s struggle for survival. Shows
endangered species never filmed before. Winner of six awards. 26 mins. £7.50.

The Last Stronghold. Flying snakes, flying squirrels, and other wildlife in the
Malaysian rain forests. Made by WWF Malaysia. 30 mins. £5.

In Search of the Bowhead Whale. Aerial and underwater photography of
bowhead and beluga whales off Alaska. 49 mins. £5.

Bighorn. Life history of Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep. 26 mins. £5.

Ivory Poachers. East African Wildlife society documentary of the fight against
Tsavo elephant poachers. 30 mins. £5.

On the Third Day. Rare and beautiful plants, insects and vertebrates of the
Cape of Good Hope. South African Wildlife Society. 26 mins. £5.

To Catch a Rhino. Translocation of white rhinos from the Umfolozi Reserve.
South African Tourist Corporation, 1962. 20 mins. £3.

Everglades Region. How wildlife adjusts to seasonal fire and floods. 24 mins.
£3.

Lake Wilderness. Wildlife of Saint Lucia Lakes. SATOUR. 20 mins. £3.

Blesbok. Life history of this South African antelope. 15 mins. £2.

Older films

£2 each or £1 if hired with a film from the main list.

Peace Game. South Africa’s wildlife. SATOUR. 25 mins.

Saiga Saga. Conservation of the saiga antelope. Russian commentary with
English subtitles: Soviet Peace Committee. 16 mins.

Koala. Complete life history. H.]. Pollock. 24 mins.

African Lion. Taken by A.ILM. Hepburn in the Kruger National park.
Magnetic sound track. 12 mins.

Mallee Fowl. Nesting habits of a ‘mound builder’. CSIRO Film Unit. 11 mins.

Marloo, the Red Kangaroo. By H.]. Pollock. 25 mins.

Le Aye Aye de Madagascar. Black and white. French commentary. By J.-J.
Petter and the Service du Film de Recherche Scientifique. 22 mins.

Penguins of Macquarie Island. King, gentoo, rockhopper and royal
penguins. 13 mins.
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