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In this issue we give the official texts of the Protocols additional to
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, as adopted by the Diplomatic
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Huma-
nitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts. Also given are extracts from
the Final Act and the texts of Conference resolutions.

The representatives of the many States participating in the Conference
signed the Final Act, on 10 June 1977, by way of authentification. The
two Protocols hammered out by the four sessions of the Conference from
1974 to 1977 were annexed to the Final Act.

These legal instruments prepared by the Diplomatic Conference are
deposited with the Swiss Confederation. They will be open to signature
for a period of twelve months starting six months after the signing of the
Final Act. They shall have the force of international law six months after
two instruments of ratification or accession have been deposited.

*
4s *

In view of the length of these texts, International Review of the Red
Cross is publishing them in the form of a double issue for August and Sep-
tember 1977. It is felt that in view of the importance of these documents,
eagerly awaited, readers will consider the Review justified in departing
from its normal regularity of publication.
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