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Malone v. Wake Hospital Systems,
Inc., 262 S.E.2d 680 (N.C. App. 1980).

Plaintiff sued hospital for the mal-
practice of an employee nurse who al-
legedly improperly administered a
potassium solution intravenously to the
plaintiff causing disfigurement of the
skin on plaintiff’s hand. Judgment was
entered for the hospital and plaintiff
appealed, claiming that the court had
wrongly excluded the testimony of
plaintiff’s expert witness, a nurse who
was an expert in the field of intrave-
nous therapy. The Court of Appeals
agreed and granted a new trial, stating
that in this case the expert witness need
not be licensed to diagnose illdess or
injury or prescribe treatment.

Maslonka v. Hermann, 414 A.2d 1350
(N.J. Super. 1980).

Plaintiff’s wife, a 33 year old woman,
was admitted to defendant hospital for
delivery of her fourth child. Following a
normal spontaneous vaginal delivery,
the patient was given Methergine, a
drug which contracts the uterus and
decreases uterine bleeding. One hour
postpartum the patient was noted to
have ‘‘moderate’’ bleeding; two hours
postpartum she was pale and restless
with labored respirations; and three
hours postpartum she was pronounced
dead. At plaintiff’s request, no autopsy
was performed.

Plaintiff sued defendants hospital,
physicians, and nurses, alleging sub-
standard postpartum care, At trial,
summary judgment was awarded in
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favor of the doctors and two of the
nurses. (The case is still pending
agdinst the hospital and one nurse.)
Plaintiff appealed, relying upon the af-
fidavits of an expert physician witness
(who stated that the cause of death
could not be known, but that the pa-
tientwas poorly attended in her post-
partum period) and an expert nurse
witness (who stated that the nurses’
statements as well as the nurses’ notes
showed poor postpartum care). The
Court of Appeals affirmed the lower

court’s decision, stating that the plain-
tiff had failed to introduce any evi-
dence of causation, and that without
this there was no issue for a jury trial.

Quality Assurance

Crawford N, Smith S, Myer N,
Design for a Coordinated. Problem-
Focused Quality Assurance Program,
QUALITY REVIEW BULLETIN 6(7):9-14
(July 1980) {N1-78, $2.00].

Subscription Order Form

{3 Please enter my subscription to Nursing Law & Ethics. Enclosed is my check for $30.00.

[} Please enter my subscription to Nursing Law & Ethics at the student rate of $17.50.

{Please send photocopy of your present ID card.)

O Iam interested in distributing Nursing Law & Ethics to our staff or students. Please send me information on your bulk

institutional subscription rate. I am interested in approximately

copies.

Please allow three weeks for the start of your subscription.

Name

Title

Mailing Address

Return to: American Society of Law & Medicine, Nursing Law & Ethics, 520 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215

8 Nursing Law & Ethics

https://doi.org/10.1017/50270663600000935 Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://nurs.es
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0270663600000935

