Law and Minimum World Public Order

The Legal Regulation of International Coercion

BY Myres S. McDovucar anp Frorentino P. FeLiciano

Conceiving minimum world public order as the control of unauthor-
ized coercion across state lines, the authors seek to bring the methods
of policy-oriented jurisprudence to bear upon the most important
problem of our time. Their principal thesis is that the basic dis-
tinction between impermissible coercion (aggression) and per-
missible coercion (police action, self-defense) can be clarified and
perhaps sanctioned, in ways to enhance not only minimum world
public order but perhaps an optimum order of human dignity.

The authors identify certain specific goals of sanctions strategy—
prevention, deterrence, restoration, rehabilitation, and reconstruc-
tion—and recommend a comprehensive conception of sanctioning
process, building upon the theory and findings of modern behavioral
science. They observe that both the United Nations Charter and
the contemporary interdependence of peoples have rendered the
traditional doctrines of neutrality largely obsolete and have estab-
lished a community goal of the widest possible sharing of responsi-
bility for the maintenance of minimum order. They find that, even
when hostilities occur, the principles of military necessity and
humanitarianism may still be made to serve the common interests
of all peoples.

Myres S. McDougal is Sterling Professor of Law at Yale Uni-
versity. Florentino P. Feliciano, formerly Lecturer at Yale Uni-
versity and an official in the Philippine government, now practices
law in Manila and lectures at the University of the Philippines.
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THE POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

By Morton A. Kaplan, University of Chicago, and Nicholas deB. Katzen-
bach, University of Chicago Law School. Written by a political scientist
and a lawyer, this book employs a systems theory of international politics
to demonstrate forcefully the extent to which international politics is
constrained by legal rules, how these rules in turn respond to political
considerations, and how much of the struggle of international politics is
a struggle to determine the values governing international political be-
havior. This unusual book clarifies such problems as the development
of space law, admission of Red China to the United Nations, growth of
new supra-national organizations, such as NATO, the communist bloc,
the European Economic Community, and the United Nations itself.
Also, it examines development of new areas of international law as a
consequence of new institutions of political organization as well as the
growing role of the individual and of private organizations as participants
in the international legal and political process. 1961. 372 pages. $6.95.

Send for an examination copy today
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Survival is everybody’s business, and it’s a business that begins with being informed. War/
Peace Report presents current fact and opinion on central peace problems—arms control and
disarmament, United Nations developments, growth of world law, use of force by international
bodies, and related subjects—in a lively, accurate and in-depth manner.

Published monthly, War/Peace Report has in its first six months of publication carried the
by-lines of Adlai Stevenson, Hubert H. Humphrey, Elmo Roper, Jerome H. Spingarn, Louis B.
Sohn, John B. Whitton and Art Buchwald, with artwork by Ben Shahn, Feiffer and Osborn.
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