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sising the first importance of the literal, but also making 8'*
interesting reference to the quite recent return to typology aS '
method of exegesis. In the final chapter on the authority of **
Scriptures, Dr Wand, as an Anglican, places the individual °011

science as the first guide, the second being the authority of *f
Church, which however 'dare not, at least by Anglican standa'*;
teach anything as necessary to salvation which is not contfti11^
within the Biblical revelation'. Here again there is a weakness "
the subjective and undogmatic approach. The penultimate chap"
on how to read the Bible is excellent: reading it for interest &s ,
subject of study, and most important, devotionally as a subject
meditation, with the salutary advice that attention to the din
in church together with preparation for them and meditation
them is important. In this connection Dr Wand specially reco
mends Mgr Knox's annotated Epistles and Gospels (p. 99), and '\
the beginning he also recommends Mgr Knox's New Testament 1°̂
purposes of reading (p. 9). It will be remembered that Dr Val '1

championed this version in the Sunday Times when it first appe&rf j
It is a pity that modesty prevented Dr Wand from recommend111''
his own lovely paraphrase of the Epistles published in 1946.

SEBASTIAN BULLOUGH, O.I'1

FIRST COMMUNION BOOK, for the Home and the Infant School- ••*•
The Eev. M. Tynan. (Browne and Nolan; 6s.0d.) g
The first communion of a Catholic is a great event. He tbv

becomes a full member of the Church, being initiated into the oft"?
working life of that Body. Just as in this world a man must e*
bread to live, so he must eat the Bread of Life, which is the ^° \
of Christ, in order to live eternally. Until a child understands •"**,
this means (and he often sees this more clearly than many who &\
older and more sophisticated) he cannot be said to have reacbe

the age of reason; once, however, let him understand that God J

really present under the appearances of bread and wine, and tb9

by eating he may become partaker of a divine life, then there is "
reason why he may not receive this supersubstantial bread eV

day; indeed, it is the necessary food by which the spiritual life
child develops. Every priest, however perturbed he may be
apparently thoughtless communions, must know of many who h
been helped and steadied by frequent or daily communion.

A first communion, then, is a very great event, and yet it is a's.
just a step in the normal development of a Catholic. Here is a bo°
which treats of this subject excellently. It may be used for childrf
from four to eight years of age, and the same course might j>
repeated over several years, for the twenty-five lessons have all ^
essentials of the Faith and plenty of practical suggestions *°
application. ,

The illustrations are carefully done by a Sister of Mercy, 9l1^
there is an appendix with some rhymes and hymns. The whole bo°
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ne + °? *''10- s ' m p l e straightforward instruction wliidi may he e.x-
'ed from a good Diocesan Inspector in Ireland.

J.-D. CHEALES, O.P.

^ STORY OF THE PRAYER BOOK. By Vevnev Johnston and Ernest
m,.n?- (A- R- Mowbray; Ss.6d.)

fo- ' S a P°Pu^ar history of the Book of Common Prayer written
K "^nglicans to mark the fourtli centenary of the first English

JTe B k d i fi
g y g

^ Book. It is vivid and interesting and gives a fair picture
Medieval Catholic worship before the changes took place, and
e 1 N ^ f i d f b t h h i

p g p
11 j y estimate of the state of mind of both the priests
I * t n e people who accepted the Elizabethan settlement. The
p «iors naturally assume a great deal that Catholics are not pre-

red to grant, but it seems to us that some of these assumptions
j . 6 much too facile even for a popular presentation. For instance.
^ ey stigmatise the issue of the Book of 1552 as 'a party move which

aS cost the Anglican Communion years of controversy and may
.Permanently destroy its unity and its very raixon. d'etre in

^ t
. e n t l y destroy its unty y n

^stendom'. This is a reference to the fact that the changes
1552 were directed against the Eeal Presence and the
character of the Eucharist. They regard the Canon of theo e y g

^ 49 Book however as the 'most glorious Eucharistic Prayer' and
»° Hot mention that even from this prayer all reference "to sacri-
c
 e> s^ve one ambiguous one, had been carefully excluded by its
^Pilers so that though it looks superficially very like the Canon

th • ^ o m a n ^Iiss in English, it proves on close examination (as
e h'turgiologist Edmund Bishop showed) not merely patent but
f ? e ^ ^ a n interpretation quite contrary to traditional Catholic

he view thus put forward by implication rather than statement
p .the reform of the service books in 1549 was no more than the
oj lng away (admittedly sometimes over-drastic) of the luxuriaace

" ^ d i l d t i i ti t h t i d l l
oj y ( y )
vn "^difival devotion is an assumption that requires a good

O r e justification than it is given in this book. H. ST ,T.

«E WHOLENESS OF THE CHCROII. By Oliver S. Tomkins. (S.C.M.

y T-**6 idea of oecumenicity which is the subject of this book is as
j i

e t almost entirely alien from the temper of Catholicism as we
is f6 ^nnerited it. It is however arguable that today Christendom
j t J^eed by a crisis radically different from any that has confronted
a ' n Past history, and that a new situation demands a new temper
Q A »iethod of approach to each other on the part of separated

^ti The oecumenical mind may be defined as the mindty/ns. The oecumenical mind may be defined e min
6 - f t ' , while holding fast to the dogmatic truth which belong
u
 s^ntially to one's own tradition, yet aims at entering into and

t0 jei-standing the beliefs and practices of other traditions. This Is
of t ^ o n e Pr im a r i ly by fellowship; by entering into a relationship

knowledge and love with those who differ from us but owe


