ISSN 0007-1250

192/50007125000296153 Published online by Ca



https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

https://doi.org/10.1192/50007125000296153 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

THE BRITISH
JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRY

SUPPLEMENT NUMBER 5 VOLUME 155, 1989

Schizophrenia as a Systems Disorder
The Relevance of Mediating Processes for Theory and Therapy

Edited by

HANS D. BRENNER AND WOLFGANG BOKER

Publication of this supplement was made possible by
the kind help of Max und Elsa Beor-Brawand-Fonds,
Schweizerische Akademie der Medizinischen
Wissenschaften and Stiftung zar Férderung der
wissenschaftlichen Forschung an der
Universitdt Bern

https://doi.org/10.1192/50007125000296153 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

THE BRITISH
JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRY

Published monthly
Founded in 1853 as the Asylum Journal and known as the Journal of Mental Science
from 1855 to 1963.
EDITOR

Hugh Freeman

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Sidney Crown Martin Roth
Alan Kerr Philip Snaith

ASSISTANT EDITORS

Dora Black Ian Pullen Colin Shapiro

Alexander Kellam
Julian Leff
Margaret Little

Michael Reveley
Henry Rollin
Oliver Russell

George Stein
Digby Tantam
Peter Tyrer

Catherine Oppenheimer Greg Wilkinson

PUBLICATIONS MANAGER
David Jago

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS
Judy Ashworth
Sarah Conyers

SCIENTIFIC EDITOR
Ralph Footring

BULLETIN MANAGER
Elaine Millen

Correspondence, manuscripts, books for review, for both the Journal and the Bulletin should be
addressed to the Editor, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG (Tel 01-235 8857). See inside
front cover for further instructions.

Advertising enquiries, correspondence and copy should be addressed to Mr Peter T. Mell,
Advertisement Manager, PTM Professional Publications Ltd, 282 High Street, Sutton, Surrey
SM1 1PQ (Tel 01-642 0162).

Subscriptions for non-members of the College are payable to British Journal of Psychiatry
Subscription Department, The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London W1M 8AE.
Queries from non-members about missing or faulty copies should be addressed within six months
to the same address; similar queries from College members should be addressed to the Registration
Department, The Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG.

Annual subscription rates 1989 (12 issues post free)
United Kingdom: Institutions £95.00; Individuals £78.00
United States: Institutions $245.00; Individuals $150.00
Elsewhere: Institutions £125.00; Individuals £100.00
Single copies of the Journal, £10.00, $20.00 (post free)

US Mailing Agents: Expediters of the Printed Word Ltd, 527 Madison Avenue, Suite 1217, New
York, NY 10022. 2nd Class postage paid at New York City, NY (USPS No. 536-870).

Back issues published before 1987 may be purchased from William Dawson & Sons Ltd, Cannon
House, Folkestone, Kent, England (Tel. 0303 850101).

Printed by Henry Ling Ltd, The Dorset Press, 23 High East Street, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HD
(Tel. 0305 251066).

©1989 THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS

https://doi.org/10.1192/50007125000296153 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

Contents

List of Contributors
Introduction by the Editors
I. Introduction: Unfolding of the Area

Suiting therapeutic intervention to the scientific models of aetiology
J. ZUBIN

The dynamics of complex biological-psychosocial systems: four fundamental psycho-biological
mediators in the long-term evolution of schizophrenia
L. CIOMPI

Mediating processes in schizophrenia: towards a new dynamic psychiatry
J. S. STRAUSS

II. From the Perspective of Neurobiology and Pharmacotherapy
The Finnish adoptive family study of schizophrenia: possible joint effects of genetic vulnerability
and family environment

P. TIENARI, I. LAHTI, A. SORRI, M. NAARALA, J. MORING and K.-E. WAHLBERG

Thymosthenic agents, a novel approach in the treatment of schizophrenia
Y. G. GELDERS

A three-component-system hypothesis of psychosis: impairment of binocular depth inversion as
an indicator of a functional dysequilibrium
H. M. EMRICH

Electrodermal activity and its relevance to vulnerability research in schizophrenics
R. OLBRICH

The dysphoric syndrome in schizophrenia and its implications for relapse
S. R. HIRSCH and A. G. JOLLEY

III. From the Perspective of Individual Psychology

Electrodermal activity, expressed emotion and outcome in schizophrenia
N. TARRIER

Coping with attentional disorders as a systemic process in schizophrenic patients
K. ANDRES and H. D. BRENNER

Distractibility in schizophrenia: state and trait aspects
B. SPRING, M. LEMON, L. WEINSTEIN and A. HASKELL

The logical and psychometric prerequisites for cognitive therapy of schizophrenia
W. SPAULDING, C. P. GARBIN and W. J. CRINEAN

The treatment of basic psychological dysfunctions from a systemic point of view
H. D. BRENNER

https://doi.org/10.1192/50007125000296153 Published online by Cambridge University Press

15

22

29

33

37

40

46

51

57

63

69

74


https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

4 CONTENTS

IV. From the Perspective of Person-Environment Relationships

Patient-environment relationships in schizophrenia: information processing, communication
deviance, autonomic arousal, and stressful life events

K. H. NUECHTERLEIN, M. J. GOLDSTEIN, J. VENTURA, M. E. DAWSON and
J. A. DOANE

Relationship of schizophrenia to the environment
H. FREEMAN

Computerised life chart methods to map domains of function and illustrate patterns of interactions
in the long-term course trajectories of patients who once met the criteria for DSM-III schizophrenia
C. M. HARDING, R. V. McCORMICK, J. S. STRAUSS, T. ASHIKAGA and G. W. BROOKS

Patterns of expressed emotion and patient coping styles that characterise the families of recent
onset schizophrenics

M. J. GOLDSTEIN, D. J. MIKLOWITZ, A. M. STRACHAN, J. A. DOANE,

K. H. NUECHTERLEIN and D. FEINGOLD

Family management programmes for schizophrenic patients. Prevention of relapse and modification
of familial communication patterns -
K. HAHLWEG, E. FEINSTEIN, U. MULLER and M. DOSE
Dissemination of skills training modules to psychiatric facilities: overcoming obstacles to the
utilisation of a rehabilitation innovation
R. P. LIBERMAN and T. A. ECKMAN

V. From the Perspective of Self-help and Work with Relatives

Treating prodromal episodes to prevent relapse in schizophrenia
M. I. HERZ, W. GLAZER, M. MIRZA, M. MOSTERT and H. HAFEZ

Vulnerability-linked deficiencies, psychopathology and coping behaviour of schizophrenics and
their relatives .
W. BOKER, H. D. BRENNER and S. WURGLER

Family discourse: physiological correlates of different degrees of stress
M.-L. KASERMANN and A. ALTORFER

What works in work with relatives? - A hypothesis
H. KATSCHNIG and T. KONIECZNA

Index

https://doi.org/10.1192/50007125000296153 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1192/S0007125000296153

