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What is the weather like in Ethiopia?
Ian Richard Netton

In England

everything is white.

It seems that it has always been so:

as if the trees have worn

their garb of snow

from the first dawn of the Arctic light
to their smug self-possession now.

Everything is quiet.

A silence which has been exiled a long time
has returned

and gloating

over a forgotten crime

has disguised each bush and tree

more effectively

than the snow itself.

Do the snow and silence
make all things equal
like the primeval ice
which ruled before man
when, briefly,

the bushes wore ermine,
then froze and died?

The Ethiopian has sunshine,
bone-absorbed,
and the Westerner
can afford
a shiver.
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