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THE CHURCH AND THE BIBLE

THE EDITOR

IT would seem that today we stand on the threshold oI

a great movement for unity. Or perhaps it would v
better to use the term 'unification', for people haV

always desired union with some reality which is regarded &
ultimate. Now, however, people are anxious also to gathe

up the bits and pieces of human life that has become s

dissected, and make them into a single whole, where pea

at last may be found. Particularly since the sixteenth centu y
men have been broken into many parts. An internal11

order that seemed at one time almost practicable has be
shattered by increasing individualism among nations. Sod /
itself has been turned into a collection of units so that .
benefits of invention and industry have largely been tufl)
into instruments of separating man from man. In
each man wanted to be his own Pope and to keep the
for his own personal interpretation, while religious t n I . j]
multiplied systems and distinctions in their desire for rati .
accuracy. Perhaps the most harmful separation was ca ^
by the desire to understand scriptural truth which led ^
concentration upon the explanation of biblical texts, tj Qf
last the Bible itself disappeared behind a huge wafe<J,
religious and 'spiritual' tomes. The life of the spirit was ^
not by the revealed instrument fit for the whole "^f'olcs,
by 'steps' and 'ladders' and 'ways' and spiritual teXt<ways'
which were more concerned with the 'nights' and the
than they were with the life of Christian grace. .

Now all this is being changed, at least by the »
desire for a whole reality. Even in the international
the modern means of transport and communica*1 ^c
teaching men to think of the world as a whole. J # o*
signs too that man at least understands the dang J
mechanism and plans to master the machine for l

 Q

of society. And for those who had for so long been $$$
with secondhand 'spirituality' there has arisen a m° $$
to recapture the Scriptures and the Liturgy for the
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We of man hoping for heaven. A most encouraging sign of
this may be found in the recent publication of the massive,
jingle volume, Catholic Commentary on Holy Serifture}
*t is not only that the editors have attempted in the compass
°f one volume to introduce the Bible as a whole and in all its
Pai'ts, and to comment on all the parts 3 nor is it simply that
°ver forty English-speaking biblical specialists have by the
{Easterly and masterful work of four editors been gathered
lnto a joint effort and encouraged to give of their best5 the
m°st hopeful sign lies in the fact that these 2,600 closely
Packed columns are the result of an endeavour to reintegrate
ne ̂ immense progress in biblical scholarship into the Chris-
ian s understanding of the Scriptures. In this sense it may
e said that the work, although eminently scholarly, is not
w°rk of scholarship. Hitherto scholars have run down their

j- ^ alleyways supremely interested in discovery, but caring
} tJ-e about the relevance to the life of men of the bits of
"formation unearthed by them.
. * he Preface to the Commentary says that it is 'the result

l n e y e a r s ' w o r l c by a group of scholars who believe that
learning must be integrated with traditional Chris-

^ y ;f j t -g tQ k£ar a ny Spjrjtua] message or fruit for
to f J° SOc'ety'- The intention of writing the volume was
the 0 - ^ sPlTlt °f m a n by the Spirit of God, which is what
Th Pt U r e s do to those who are concerned to learn of God.
s t u^S e^h° are anxious only to learn human knowledge, who
diss ^ krew> history and comparative religions merely to
thev

Ct t " e materials of the Bible are not necessarily so fed;
^he ^ °^ten t 0 ° m t e n t u P o n t n e multiplicity of the words,
lean?mty °f t h e W o r d o£ G o d ' however, can gather all their
Spirit a n d s c h o l a r s h i P i n t 0 a s i n S l e I I f e ' t h e l i f e o f t h e

Script p a s t t h i s w a s the accepted attitude towards the
A.ristot.[

es' S t Thomas, despite his skilful use of the pagan
a (]ylas:

e l n sacred science, remained always and essentially
ftam o f t h e Sacred Page'. For him Sacred Doctrine was

e n t a l l th i d i l li .

am e Sacred Page. For him Sacred Doctrine was
entally the mind of man working systematically upon

°-s.B p j L°™mentary on Holy Serif ture, Edited by Bernard Orchard,
0>s-B-J f N r f n d ,S u t c l i f f e> s-J-> Reginald Fuller, and Ralph Russell,

v lson; H )
f N r f n d ,
v l s o n ; H 4s.)
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Holy Writ to discover God and the way to God in final
blessedness. Again, any page of St John of the Cross will
show that he never left the Sacred Page to wander after his
own ideas however beautiful or mystical. We cannot, 0*
course, return to older methods and simply ignore the work-
ings of men's minds since the time of Aquinas or yet of St
John of the Cross. There is no going back. But going i°r'
ward now is going back to the Bible, the Word of God>
which is still present with us today—as the Holy Father has
shown us in his Encyclical on the Bible. We have to take aU
these investigations, these literary, archeological and theO'
logical findings and replace them in their true setting. ThlS

can only be done fully in the Church which remains the

Word of God on earth, the Mystical Body of Christ.
Thus the first article in the Commentary deals with 'I*1

Place of the Bible in the Church'. 'It is impossible to under'
stand the Bible aright and its message unless the Bible itse1

be first viewed in its right setting, i.e. not merely as t*\
eclectic product of certain outstanding members of tn •
divine society that has existed in the world ever since ^
called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees, but rather as fn

divinely inspired crystallisation of the spirit and teachi »
of that society at times and places specially chosen by
Spirit of God dwelling within it'. It may be regretted t
the authors of this first article could not have shaken the
selves free of the outworn apologetic approach w^'c^i.ey
always tended towards division rather than union. * t
could have gone on to show how the Spirit of Christ y.g
lives, how the Word is still uttered because the Churc
the Word of God on earth. Christ's voice still speaks W f
today in the Scriptures, but not so much in the dead >•
of historical books as in the living Church who gathers ^
now all truth within her fruitful womb to bring lt

 eJ
continuously with the character of its true lineage im^ gt
upon it. In the Word are all things made and from hi"1

brought forth all things both new and old. tohol6

But the authors of this Commentary manage on the ^
to rid themselves of that destructive spirit of fear in t& ^
of progressive knowledge that has so often niarke et

apologetics. Rightly they draw into their net—St P e t e
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^ living, jumping, writhing catch of so many great non-
catholic biblical scholars. And as their sense of security
Wlthin the living Word of God grows so will they be able to
Push forward fearlessly in their work of unification. In the
Present issue of THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT there is barely
Suggested the foundation of that unification—the Spirit in
the Church, the Eucharistic, living Symbol of the Word,
wnere this Word is both spoken to the mind and fed to the

^•p-such is our secure foundation.
r mally a word should be said about the magnificent pro-

• UCfi1On of this Commentary which in a few weeks has outrun
,,s ^rst printing of 5,000 copies. That success is due, after
« e brilliant work of editors and authors, to the non-Catholic
. ^ of Nelson who have made it typographically so attrac-

e- The smallish type is yet clear to read; the binding and
^neral presentation are not drab or undistinguished as so
a
 Uc" similar work has been in the past. There is here in fact

, .Unification in production between editors, authors, printers,
Dlnders and publishers.

I
GRACE IS COMMON

ALAN C. CLARK.
ls a strange fact of history that the Church does not

^escape some loss when she has to engage in doctrinal
in t£°nt:roversy. So much has been gained, such steps forward
perj j clanfication of doctrine made, that it is only after a
h^ y e a r s t h a t t n e suspicion grows that the whole truth

0t yet been said- Yet c^oser a n a l Y s i s °£ the nature °fv<~rsial theology' shows how inevitable this must be.
e first the Catholic protagonist suffers the disad-

e ° J°tmS forced to fight on ground chosen by his
y \ h e is ab^e' h e w ' ^ s e i z e h i s °PPo n e n t ' s weapons

is w e.m against their owner. But what has happened?
wp Vlctorious in a field not of his own choosing and

ere in^ 0 " 8 -nOt °^ h i s o w n m a king, effective though they
tIle contr il.'stor'ca^ context of the controversy. Further,

r°versies, however much they bear on eternal truths,


