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ABSTRACTS

THE 1gTH-CENTURY INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM:
CHANGES IN THE STRUCTURE
By P. W. SCHROEDER

Conventional accounts of the 1gth-century international system describe it as a conservative
restoration of the 18th-century system and account for the general stability of the 19th century
primarily on the basis of the actors’ peaceful dispositions. They fail to recognize or explain the
profound structural changes in 1gth-century politics. Problems that could not be successfully
dealt with in the 18th century were solved or managed by 19th-century statesmen by means
of three new systemic arrangements: a system of intertwined guarantees and duties for the
great powers; arrangements for shielding European politics from extra-European quarrels;
and a network of intermediary bodies, separating and linking the great powers, to serve as
buffers and spheres of influence.

OF SystEMs, Bounpariks, AND TERRITORIALITY:
AN INQUIRY INTO THE FORMATION OF THE STATE SYSTEM
By F. KRATOCHWIL

The author explores the changing functions of boundaries in territorially and nonterrito-
rially based social organizations. By focusing on the exchanges that boundaries mediate, a
fuller account can be given of the systems characteristics in which the units interact than is
afforded by traditional systems theory. Two case studies demonstrate that imperial bounda-
ries differ significantly from those in the state system. Boundaries are shown to be the major
means for conflict management in the international system. The author also investigates shifts
in the location of the boundary, characteristics of balance-of-power systems, and the restric-
tion and expansion of the exchanges that boundaries allow through the bundling or unbun-
dling of territorial rights. Most of the latter devices that gave rise to spheres of influence,
buffer states, suzerainties, and so forth have been overtaken by events, but functional regimes
and spheres of influence based upon tacit rather than explicit rules remain important.

THE STATE AND STRATEGIES OF INTERNATIONAL ADJUSTMENT
By G.J. IKENBERRY

All states are continuously in the process of adjusting to change in the political economy of
international and national systems. Problems inherent in this adjustment process are a basic
source of national behavior and international conflict. The heuristic model presented in this
paper provides systematic explanations for the strategic choices that states make in the ad-
justment process. Through the specification of the range of strategic options and of the formal
interests of states, new insights are gained concerning the articulation between national and
international political economy. Empirical cases are drawn from the politics of energy ad-
justment in the 1970s.
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CuLture aND DEcisioN MaKING IN CHINA, JaPaN, SoviET Russia,
AND THE UNITED STATES
By F. GAENSLEN

Implicit in most recent social science explanations of human behavior is a conception of
man as universal homo economicus. Although such a conception is capable of giving a powerful
account of a great deal of human action, its account of the nature and variety of human values
is inadequate. Cultural assumptions about the meaning of “self” and “others,” and about re-
lations between human beings, are likely to vary from one society to another. These assump-
tions affect the collective decision processes of political elites under conditions of complexity,
uncertainty, and ambiguity. The author first addresses the question of how to construct a
compelling cultural explanation, and then offers evidence which suggests that, because
Chinese, Japanese, and Russians tend to hold somewhat different conceptions of “self” and
“others” than do Americans (the former tending to be more collectivist than the latter), these
different conceptions have implications for collective decision making.

INTERNATIONAL REGIMES:
TOWARD A NEW THEORY OF INSTITUTIONS
By O.R. YOUNG

The current burst of work on regimes or, more broadly, on international institutions, re-
flects an emerging sense—especially among Americans—that the international order engi-
neered by the United States and its allies in the aftermath of World War II is eroding rapidly
and may even be on the verge of collapse. But is the resultant surge of scholarly work on in-
ternational regimes any more likely to yield lasting contributions to knowledge than have
other recent fashions in the field of international relations? The jury will remain out until a
sustained effort is made to evaluate the significance of regimes or institutions more broadly,
as determinants of collective behavior at the international level.

EvLecTioNs aND THE DEMocraTIc CLASS STRUGGLE
By R. W. JACKMAN

It is commonly believed that elections in the industrial democracies reflect a democratic
class struggle, according to which lower-income voters support parties of the Left while
higher-income voters protect their interest by voting for parties of the Right. This interpre-
tation hinges critically on a series of implicit assumptions. First, the class-struggle thesis as-
sumes that most industrial democracies have majoritarian political institutions. Second, it as-
sumes that the typical form of political competition follows the responsible-parties model,
which implies, among other things, that parties are fundamentally programmatic, adopting
distinctive positions along a left-right continuum. When these assumptions are evaluated in
light of the available evidence on the nature of party systems, political competition, and voting
behavior, they are judged to be largely implausible. Thus, the democratic-class-struggle thesis
constitutes a seriously flawed interpretation of elections.
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"’One of the most valuable studies of the formulation
of Vietnam policy during the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations.”’

—Stanley Karnow, in Vietnam: A History
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William Conrad Gibbons

New prefaces by the author

Beginning with these two volumes,
Princeton University Press will publish all
four parts of The U.S. Government and the
Vietnam War. This searching analysis of
what has been called "America’s longest
war" was commissioned by the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations to achieve
an improved understanding of American
participation in the conflict. In rich detail it
describes the policy-making roles of Con-
gress, the Executive, and the Foreign
Relations Committee itself, and examines
the attitudes and assumptions that led to
U.S. intervention.

Part| - P: $8.95. C: $30.00
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Now available in paperback

Russia

The Roots of Confrontation

Robert V. Daniels

Foreword by Edwin O. Reischauer

“Daniels’ extraordinarily compact survey of Russian history, contempo-
rary Soviet society and Soviet-American relations arrives right on time.
Lucid, level-headed, firmly grounded, it should serve as a perfect intro-
duction to the Age of Gorbachev.” —New Leader

American Foreign Policy Library $8.95 paper

Reality and Rhetoric

Studies in the Economics of Development
PT Bauer

“Peter Bauer is the world’s foremost authority on economic develop-
ment. .. In Reality and Rhetoric he destroys many popular myths about
economic development and in the process convincingly demonstrates
that static societies result wherever government pre-empts human
action by monopolizing economic life . . . His scholarship is devastating,
and it will leave sensitive readers with a sense of outrage at development
economists whose ignorant meddling has devastated poor and strug-
gling people.” —Wall Street Journal

“A sophisticated satellite view of the worlds of economics and politics
that will not be easy to refute.” — Journal of Economic Literature
$6.95 paper

Against the State

Politics and Social Protest in Japan
David E. Apter and Nagayo Sawa

This scrutiny of modern protest politics focuses on the 20-year-long
struggle surrounding the building of the Tokyo International Airport.

“[The authors] skillfully create a narrative that is simultaneously a pene-
trating case study, a sophisticated but never obtrusive theory and a phe-
nomenologically rich portrayal of the people involved . .. Itis a rarity in
the social sciences —a good read.” —New York Times Book Review
$8.95 paper
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