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demonstrates that risk communication, through surveillance
indicators and hospital occupancy, must be done with caution.
Furthermore, low adherence to social restriction and the use
of masks during this “quiet” period likely contributed to the
arrival of subsequent pandemic waves.

Acknowledgments.
Financial support. No financial support was provided relevant to this article.

Conflicts of interest. All authors report no conflicts of interest relevant to this
article.

References

1. Alves L. Brazilian ICUs short of drugs and beds amid COVID-19 surge.
Lancet 397:1431-1432.

2. COVID-19 in Brazil: “So what?” Lancet 2020;395:1461.

3. Ensuring equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines. Bull World Health Organ
2020;98:826-827.

1995

4. Boschiero MN, Palamim CVC, Ortega MM, Mauch RM, Marson FAL. One
year of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Brazil: a political and social
overview. Ann Glob Health 2021;87:44.

. de Almeida GB, Pronunciate M, Grotto RMT, et al. Two hundred days of

COVID-19 in Sao Paulo State, Brazil. Epidemiol Infect 2020;148:e295.

Ganczak M, Pasek O, Duda-Duma £, Swistara D, Korzen M. Use of masks in

public places in Poland during SARS-Cov-2 epidemic: a covert observatio-

nal study. BMC Public Health 2021;21:393.

Mabhalik JR, Bianca MD, Harris MP. Men’s attitudes toward mask wearing

during COVID-19: understanding the complexities of mask-ulinity.

J Health Psychol 2021. doi: 10.1177/1359105321990793.

. Barile JP, Guerin R], Fisher KA, et al. Theory-based behavioral predictors of
self-reported use of face coverings in public settings during the COVID-19
pandemic in the United States. Ann Behav Med 2021;55:82-88.

. Haischer MH, Beilfuss R, Hart MR, et al. Who is wearing a mask? Gender-,
age-, and location-related differences during the COVID-19 pandemic.
PLoS One 2020;15:0240785.

10. Picard J, Cornec G, Baron R, Saliou P. Wearing of face masks by healthcare

workers during COVID-19 lockdown: what did the public observe through
the French media? ] Hosp Infect 2020;106:617-620.

w

*

N

o]

\o

The (in)competence of the Bolsonaro government in confronting
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Heslley Machado Silva PhD

University Center of Formiga (UNIFOR/MG), Formiga city, and State University of Minas Gerais (UEMG), Ibirité, Brazil

To the Editor-When one speaks of the inability of the Brazilian
government to combat the pandemic, it is generally associated with
a total lack of direction and erratic policy decisions,' but it is rarely
considered that a determined path within a perverse logic is
actually being followed. The use of social networks,” some televi-
sion channels, and their daily discourse follow what the Bolsonaro
himself defined in April 2020: “May social isolation end, (that) life
return to normal and die as many as have to die.”

That is exactly what is happening in Brazil. The idea that the best
vaccine would be the virus is based on the odd and perverse reason-
ing of Bolsonaro, which has been in practice since the beginning of
the pandemic and became even more evident in March 2021. The
government exhorted the Brazilians to go out and face the virus
because they would be cowards if they did not. The spread of
speeches in favor of drugs without scientific proof has been part
of this ongoing planning.’> Misinformation (ie, “fake news”) has
caused more Brazilians to expose themselves and die in the belief
that there is efficient treatment for COVID-19 with the support
of a few thousand doctors* and millions of followers. But as
Bolsonaro said, “So what?”®

These representatives continue to make daily pronouncements
and postings doubting the benefits of vaccines® because they can alter
the DNA of people, they should not be mandatory, or they are exper-
imental and were produced in a hurry. Some doctors endorse this
sanctimonious fascist propaganda, and the result of this kind of
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ideology is evident in the deaths of the weak by suffocation shown
in the images of Manaus, capital of the State of Amazonas—analo-
gous to “gas chambers” for those who do not have the presidential
“athleticism.” Brazilian society must react so that this plan does
not perpetuate and to save many Brazilians from this supremacist
project.
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