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Guillem López-Casasnovas

1368	 Antimicrobial stewardship for sepsis in the intensive care unit: Survey of critical care and infectious diseases 
physicians
M. Cristina Vazquez Guillamet, Jason P. Burnham, Maria Pérez, Marin H. Kollef, Constantine A. Manthous 
and Donna B. Jeffe

1375	 Impact of decreasing vancomycin exposure on acute kidney injury in stem cell transplant recipients
Horace Rhodes Hambrick, Kimberly F. Greco, Edie Weller, Lakshmi Ganapathi, Leslie E. Lehmann and 
Thomas J. Sandora

1382	 Postdischarge prophylactic antibiotics following mastectomy with and without breast reconstruction
David K. Warren, Kate M. Peacock, Katelin B. Nickel, Victoria J. Fraser and Margaret A. Olsen for the CDC 
Prevention Epicenter Program

CONTENTS

Cover image: Outsized, Overwhelming Impact of COVID-19, 2020

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


1389	 A Veterans’ Healthcare Administration (VHA) antibiotic stewardship intervention to improve outpatient  
antibiotic use for acute respiratory infections: A cost-effectiveness analysis
Minkyoung Yoo, Karl Madaras-Kelly, McKenna Nevers, Katherine E. Fleming-Dutra, Adam L. Hersh,  
Jian Ying, Ben Haaland, Matthew Samore and Richard E. Nelson

1396	 Outpatient antimicrobial stewardship programs in pediatric institutions in 2020: Status, needs, barriers
Rana E. El Feghaly, Elizabeth A. Monsees, Alaina Burns, Ann Wirtz, Brian R. Lee, Adam L. Hersh and  
Jason G. Newland

1403	 Unexpected details regarding nosocomial transmission revealed by whole-genome sequencing of severe 
acute respiratory coronavirus virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)
Sofia Myhrman, Josefin Olausson, Johan Ringlander, Linéa Gustavsson, Hedvig E. Jakobsson,  
Martina Sansone and Johan Westin

1408	 Viral whole-genome sequencing to assess impact of universal masking on SARS-CoV-2 transmission among 
pediatric healthcare workers
Larry K. Kociolek, Ami B. Patel, Judd F. Hultquist, Egon A. Ozer, Lacy M. Simons, Matthew McHugh, 
William J. Muller and Ramon Lorenzo-Redondo

1413	 Variable duration of viral shedding in cancer patients with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
N. Esther Babady, Bevin Cohen, Tara McClure, Karin Chow, Mario Caldararo, Krupa Jani,  
Tracy McMillen, Ying Taur, Monika Shah, Elizabeth Robilotti, Anoshe Aslam and Mini Kamboj

1416	 Increased rates of secondary bacterial infections, including Enterococcus bacteremia, in patients 
hospitalized with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Catherine DeVoe, Mark R. Segal, Lusha Wang, Kim Stanley, Sharline Madera, Joe Fan, Jonathan Schouest, 
Renee Graham-Ojo, Amy Nichols, Priya A. Prasad, Rajani Ghale, Christina Love, Yumiko Abe-Jones, 
Kirsten N. Kangelaris, Sarah L. Patterson, Deborah S. Yokoe and Charles R. Langelier

1424	 Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine hesitancy among physicians, physician assistants, nurse 
practitioners, and nurses in two academic hospitals in Philadelphia
Safa K. Browne, Kristen A. Feemster, Angela K. Shen, Judith Green-McKenzie, Florence M. Momplaisir, 
Walter Faig, Paul A. Offit and Barbara J. Kuter

1433	 Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination uptake among healthcare workers
Mayan Gilboa, Ilana Tal, Einav G. Levin, Shoshi Segal, Ana Belkin, Tal Zilberman-Daniels, Asaf Biber, 
Carmit Rubin, Galia Rahav and Gili Regev-Yochay

1439	 Symptom monitoring after coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination in a large integrated 
healthcare system: Separating symptoms from severe acute respiratory coronavirus virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) 
infection
Erica S. Shenoy, Paige G. Wickner, Lauren R. West, Aleena Banerji, Kimberly G. Blumenthal,  
Amanda J. Centi, Andrew Gottlieb, Dean M. Hashimoto, Esther Kim, Marvel Kim, Hang Lee,  
Lynn A. Simpson and Adam B. Landman

1447	 Hospital-acquired influenza in the United States, FluSurv-NET, 2011–2012 through 2018–2019
Charisse N. Cummings, Alissa C. O’Halloran, Tali Azenkot, Arthur Reingold, Nisha B. Alden,  
James I. Meek, Evan J. Anderson, Patricia A. Ryan, Sue Kim, Melissa McMahon, Chelsea McMullen,  
Nancy L. Spina, Nancy M. Bennett, Laurie M. Billing, Ann Thomas,William Schaffner, H. Keipp Talbot, 
Andrea George, Carrie Reed and Shikha Garg

1454	 Common seasonal respiratory viral infections in children before and during the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic
Xiaoyan Song, Meghan Delaney, Rahul K. Shah, Joseph M. Campos, David L. Wessel and Roberta L. 
DeBiasi

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


1459	 FAST tuberculosis transmission control strategy speeds the start of tuberculosis treatment at a general  
hospital in Lima, Peru
Dylan B. Tierney, Eli Orvis, Ruvandhi R. Nathavitharana, Shelley Hurwitz, Karen Tintaya, Dante Vargas,  
Patricia Segura, Silvana de la Gala, Leonid Lecca, Carole D. Mitnick and Edward A. Nardell

1466	 Both microbiological surveillance and audit of procedures improve reprocessing of flexible bronchoscopes and 
patient safety
Philippe Saliou, Lila Calmettes, Hervé Le Bars, Christopher Payan, Valérie Narbonne, Geneviève Héry-Arnaud, 
Elodie Moalic, Christophe Gut-Gobert and Raoul Baron

Concise Communication

1473	 Hospital capacities and shortages of healthcare resources among US hospitals during the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic, National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN), March 27–July 14, 2020
Hsiu Wu, Minn M. Soe, Rebecca Konnor, Raymund Dantes, Kathryn Haass, Margaret A. Dudeck, Cindy Gross, 
Denise Leaptrot, Mathew R. P. Sapiano, Katherine Allen-Bridson, Lauren Wattenmaker, Kelly Peterson,  
Kent Lemoine, Sheri Chernetsky Tejedor, Jonathan R. Edwards, Daniel Pollock and Andrea L. Benin for the National 
Healthcare Safety Network

1477	 Changes in the number of intensive care unit beds in US hospitals during the early months of the  
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic
Lindsey M. Weiner-Lastinger, Margaret A. Dudeck, Katherine Allen-Bridson, Raymund Dantes, Cindy Gross,  
Allan Nkwata, Sheri Chernetsky Tejedor, Daniel Pollock and Andrea Benin

1482	 The utility of paired upper and lower respiratory tract sampling for severe acute respiratory syndrome  
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) testing in patients with artificial airways
Eimear M. Kitt, Daniela H. Davis, Caryn Kerman, Julia S. Sammons, Lori K. Handy, Elizabeth Gallagher,  
Kevin O’Callaghan, Rebecca M. Harris, Susan E. Coffin, Louis M. Bell and Kathleen Chiotos

1485	 Use of whole-genome sequencing to investigate a cluster of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2) infections in emergency department personnel
Ernest R. Chan, Lucas D. Jones, Sarah N. Redmond, Maria E. Navas, Nataliya M. Kachaluba, Trina F. Zabarsky, 
Davinder Bhullar, Jennifer L. Cadnum, Peter A. Zimmerman and Curtis J. Donskey

1488	 Surveillance of adverse drug events associated with tocilizumab in hospitalized veterans with coronavirus  
disease 2019 (COVID-19) to inform patient safety and pandemic preparedness
Rupak Datta, Alexis Barrett, Muriel Burk, Cedric Salone, Anthony Au, Francesca Cunningham, Ann Fisher,  
Louise Marie Dembry and Kathleen M. Akgün

1492	 Sampling efficiency of Candida auris from healthcare surfaces: culture and nonculture detection methods
William A. Furin, Lisa H. Tran, Monica Y. Chan, Amanda K. Lyons, Judith Noble-Wang and Laura J. Rose

1495	 Inactivation of Candida auris and Candida albicans by ultraviolet-C
William A. Rutala, Hajime Kanamori, Maria F. Gergen, Emily E. Sickbert-Bennett and David J. Weber

1498	 Infectious complications of probiotic use: A matched case–control study
Florissa S. Tom, Kendall J. Tucker, Caitlin M. McCracken, Jessina C. McGregor and Sara J. Gore

1501	 Impact of antibiotic heterogeneity by periodic antibiotic monitoring and supervision strategy at two units with 
different prevalences of multidrug-resistant organisms
Surachai Chaononghin, Kittiya Jantarathaneewat, David J. Weber, David K. Warren and Anucha Apisarnthanarak

1505	 Validation of a semiautomated system for surveillance of surgical site infection after cesarean section
Pnina Shitrit, Ravid Mudrik, Bat-Sheva Gottesman and Michal Y. Chowers

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


Letter to the Editor

1508	 Diversity in probiotics and diversity in clinical trials: Opportunities for improvement
Jasmine R. Marcelin, Nada Fadul, Kelly A. Cawcutt and Jacinda C. Abdul-Mutakabbir

1509	 Re: Antimicrobial efficacy and durability of copper formulations over one year of hospital use
Ken G. Trinder 

1510	 Estimated incidence rate of healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) linked to laundered reusable healthcare  
textiles (HCTs) in the United States and United Kingdom over a 50-year period: Do the data support the  
efficacy of approved laundry practices?
Michael R. Overcash and Lynne M. Sehulster

1512	 Change in trends of hospitalizations and deaths with mention of Clostridioides difficile infection in northeastern 
Italy, 2008–2019
Stefania Bellio, Ugo Fedeli, Elena Schievano and Mario Saia

1514	 Antibiotic prophylaxis in beta-lactam allergic patients undergoing cesarean and vaginal delivery: An opportunity 
for stewardship
Daisuke Furukawa, Nicole Douglas, Jessica Hsu, Matthew Davis, Christine Pham, Meganne Kanatani  
and Tara Vijayan

1516	 Preserving last resort antibiotics: A meropenem reduction strategy
Geraldine M. Conlon-Bingham, Sara A. Hedderwick, Cara M. McKeating, Peter M. McKee, Jessie C. McNally, 
Lisa M. Lennon, Orla McGivern, Kevin Lewis, Dominic McKenna, Elizabeth A. Lattyak, William J. Lattyak and 
Mamoon A. Aldeyab

1517	 Strategy to limit multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii transmission in a cohort coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) critical care unit
Anucha Apisarnthanarak and David J. Weber

1519	 A comparison of the epidemiology of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreaks occurring in the first and  
second pandemic waves in care homes in Northern Ireland
Siobhan Lavery, Paul McGurnaghan, Muhammad Sartaj, Sarah Arnold, Barbara R. Conway and  
Mamoon A. Aldeyab

1521	 Containment of critically ill patients in the emergency department during the pandemic
Ming-Yuan Hong, Chia-Lung Kao and Chih-Hsien Chi

1522	 Airborne transmission of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2): What is the  
implication of hospital infection control?
Shuk-Ching Wong, Lithia Lai-Ha Yuen, Veronica Wing-Man Chan, Jonathan Hon-Kwan Chen, Kelvin Kai-Wang To, 
Kwok-Yung Yuen and Vincent Chi-Chung Cheng

1524	 COVID-19 outbreaks in prisons
Sara Irshaidat, Hashem Abu Serhan, Muhammad Junaid Tahir, Abdul Jabbar and Irfan Ullah

1525	 Finding a needle in a haystack: The hidden costs of asymptomatic testing in a low incidence setting
Vinay Srinivasan, Shruti K. Gohil, Shira R. Abeles, Deborah S. Yokoe, Stuart H. Cohen, Lynn Ramirez-Avila, 
Kavitha K. Prabaker and Annabelle M. de St. Maurice

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


1527	 Low yield of severe acute respiratory coronavirus virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) asymptomatic routine screen testing, 
despite high community incidence
Dylan C. Kain, Nathan M. Stall, Allison J. McGeer, Gerald A. Evans, Vanessa G. Allen and Jennie Johnstone

1528	 Rostered routine testing for severe acute respiratory coronavirus virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) infection among 
healthcare personnel—Is there a role in a tertiary-care hospital with enhanced infection prevention and control 
measures and robust sickness-surveillance systems?
Angela Chow, Huiling Guo, Win Mar Kyaw, Anthony Lianjie Li, Rachel Hui Fen Lim and Brenda Ang

1530	 Promoting coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination: Do we need to reframe how we present risk?
Michelle Doll, Jeanine P. D. Guidry, Rachel Pryor, Arthur L. Kellermann and Michael P. Stevens

1531	 Disproportionate coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine distribution—A great threat to low- and  
middle-income countries
Prashant Upadhyay, Qasim Mehmood, Abdul Jabbar, Irfan Ullah, Ahsun Rizwan Siddiqi and  
Muhammad Junaid Tahir

1532	 Adverse events and humoral response after two doses of severe acute respiratory coronavirus virus 2  
(SARS-CoV-2) mRNA vaccine in the hospital personnel of a cardiopulmonary tertiary-care center
Erica De Vita, Francesco Sbrana, Filippo Quattrone, Beatrice Dal Pino, Monica Megaro, Roberta Lombardi, 
Concetta Prontera, Claudio Passino and Maurizio Petrillo

1534	 Healthcare facilities should publicly report the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccination coverage of 
healthcare personnel
Jerry M. Yang, Hilary M. Babcock and Jonathan D. Baghdadi

1536	 The use of antibody tests to determine level of immunity against coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) after 
vaccination: A recent trend in India
Saad Ahmed Jamal, Vivek Pingali, Aashish Rayapati, Vishwanath Bidari, Varun Venkatesh, Mir Umar Farooq and 
Jawahar Pathi

1537	 The challenges of education in a continental country in the face of new severe acute respiratory coronavirus 
virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) variant circulation
Henry Marcel Zalona Fernandes, Karla Rodrigues Miranda, Rubens Clayton da Silva Dias,  
Daniela Sales Alviano, Rafael Silva Duarte and Ana Carolina da Silva Carvalho

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


INFECTION CONTROL & HOSPITAL EPIDEMIOLOGY

An Official Publication of the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America

cambridge.org/ICHE

Editor-in-Chief
David P. Calfee, MD, MS • New York, NY, USA

DEPUTY EDITOR
David Weber, MD, MPH • Chapel Hill, NC, USA

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Westyn Branch-Elliman, MD, MMSc • Boston, MA, USA
Carol Chenoweth, MD • Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Tara N. Palmore, M.D., Washington, D.C.
Trevor C. Van Schooneveld, MD • Omaha, NE, USA

STATISTICS CONSULTANTS
Jon P. Furuno, PhD • Portland, OR, USA
Jessina C. McGregor, PhD • Portland, OR, USA

MANAGING EDITOR
iche.managingeditor@shea-online.org
Lindsay MacMurray • Brooklyn, NY, USA

SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
Alexander J. Sundermann, DrPH, CIC, FAPIC,  
Pittsburgh, PA, USA

PAST EDITORS, Infection Control
Richard P. Wenzel, MD, Infection Control 1980-1987 
(vols. 1-8)

Past Editors, Infection Control 
& Hospital Epidemiology
Richard P. Wenzel, MD, 1988-1992 (vols. 9-13)
Michael D. Decker, MD, 1993-2001 (vols. 14-22)
Barry M. Farr, MD, 2000-2004 (vols. 23-25)
William R. Jarvis, MD, 2005-2006 (vols. 26 and 27)
Suzanne F. Bradley, MD, 2007-2021 (vols. 28-42)

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD                      
Deverick Anderson, MD, MPH • Durham, NC, USA

Anucha Apisarnthanarak, MD • Pratumthani, Thailand
Lennox Archibald, MD, FRCP • Alachua, FL, USA
Shailen Banerjee, PhD • Atlanta, GA, USA
Jo Anne Bennett, RN, PhD • New York, NY, USA
David Birnbaum, PhD, MPH • Sidney, BC, Canada
John P. Burke, MD • Salt Lake City, UT, USA
Yehuda Carmeli, MD, MPH • Tel Aviv, Israel
Christopher Crnich, MD, MS • Madison, WI, USA
Erika D' Agata, MD, MPH • Providence, RI, USA
Daniel Diekema, MD • Iowa City, IA, USA
Elizabeth Dodds Ashley, PharmD • Durham City, NC, USA
Curtis J. Donskey, MD • Cleveland, OH, USA
Erik Dubberke, MD, MSPH • St. Louis, MO, USA
Charles E. Edmiston, Jr., PhD • Milwaukee, WI, USA
Katherine Ellingson, PhD • Tucson, AZ, USA
Charlesnika T. Evans, PhD • Chicago, IL, USA
Mohamad Fakih, MD, MPH • Grosse Pointe Woods, 

MI, USA
Jeffery Gerber, MD, PhD • Philadelphia, PA, USA
Dale N. Gerding, MD • Hines, IL, USA
Donald A. Goldmann, MD • Boston, MA, USA
Nicholas Graves, PhD • Singapore, Singapore
Donna Haiduven, RN, PhD, CIC • Tampa, FL, USA
Anthony D. Harris, MD, MPH • Baltimore, MD, USA
David K. Henderson, MD • Bethesda, MD, USA
Elizabeth Henderson, PhD • Calgary, AB, Canada
Loreen A. Herwaldt, MD • Iowa City, IA, USA
John A. Jernigan, MD, MS • Atlanta, GA, USA
Robin L.P. Jump, MD, PhD • Cleveland, OH, USA
Mini Kamboj, MD • New York, NY, USA
Carol A. Kauffman, MD • Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Michael Klompas, MD • MPH, Boston, MA, USA
Sarah Krein, RN, PhD • Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Karl Madaras-Kelly, PharmD • MPH, Boise, ID, USA

Allison McGeer, MD • Toronto, ON, Canada
Leonard A. Mermel, DO, ScM • Providence, RI, USA
Linda Mundy, MD • Collegeville, PA, USA
Ann-Christine Nyquist, MD, MSPH • Aurora, CO, USA
Tara Palmore, MD • Washington, DC, USA
Jan Evans Patterson, MD • San Antonio, TX, USA
David A. Pegues, MD • Philadelphia, PA, USA
Didier Pittet, MD, MS • Geneva, Switzerland
Issam Raad, MD • Houston, TX, USA
Anusha Rohit, MD, PhD • Dip RCPath, Chennai, India
William A. Rutala, PhD, MPH • Chapel Hill, NC, USA
Lisa Saiman, MD, MPH • New York, NY, USA
Sanjay Saint, MD, MPH • Ann Arbor, MI, USA
Joshua K. Schaffzin, MD, PhD • Cincinnati, OH, USA
Sorana Segal-Maurer, MD • Flushing, NY, USA
Lynne M. Sehulster, PhD • Atlanta, GA, USA
John A. Sellick, DO • Amherst, NY, USA
Arjun Srinivasan, MD • Atlanta, GA, USA
Kurt Stevenson, MD • MPH, Boise, ID, USA.
Nimalie Stone, MD • Atlanta, GA, USA
Thomas Talbot, MD MPH, • Nashville, TN, USA
Paul Tambyah, MBBS • Singapore
William Trick, MD • Chicago, IL, USA
Antoni Trilla, MD, PhD • Barcelona, Spain
Kavita Trivedi, MD • Alameda Country Public Health 

Department, San Leandro, CA, USA
Robert A. Weinstein, MD • Chicago, IL, USA
Andreas Widmer, MD, MS • Basel, Switzerland
Marcus Zervos, MD • Detroit, MI, USA

Infection  Control  &   Hospital  Epidemiology  (ISSN  0899-823X)  is
published monthly by Cambridge University Press, One Liberty Plaza, New 
York, NY 10006, USA.

Editorial Office
Communications should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  Infection  Control  &
Hospital  Epidemiology,  One  Liberty  Plaza,  New  York,  NY  10006  (email: 
iche.managingeditor@cambridge.org.   Contributors   should   consult   the 
Instructions for Contributors, which is available at the journal’s Web site. 

Advertising
Please direct advertising inquiries to M. J. Mrvica Associates, 2 West Taunton 
Avenue, Berlin, NJ 08009 (e-mail: mjmrvica@mrvica.com; telephone: 
856-768-9360, fax: 856-753-0064). Publication of an advertisement in 
Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology does not imply endorsement of 
its claims by the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America, by the 
Editor, or by Cambridge University Press. 

Permissions
Articles may be copied or otherwise reused without permission only to  
the extent permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the US Copyright Law. 
Permission to copy articles for personal, internal, classroom, or library use may 
be obtained from the Copyright Clearance Center (http://www.copyright.com, 

email: info@copyright.com). For all other uses, such as copying for general 
distribution, for advertising or promotional  purposes, for creating new 
collective works, or for resale, please contact Cambridge University Press. Full  
details may be found at: www.cambridge.org/about-us/rights-permissions.

Subscriptions
The individual subscription prices for 2022 are: Print & Online: $305; 
Online Only: $236. Individuals have the option to order directly from 
Cambridge University Press. Institutional print + electronic and e-only 
subscriptions are available from Cambridge University Press and include 
unlimited online access; rates are tiered according to an institution’s type 
and research output and may be reviewed at the journal’s homepage on 
Cambridge Core: cambridge.org/ICHE.

Please direct subscription inquiries and requests for back issues to Customer 
Services at Cambridge University Press, e-mail: subscriptions_newyork@
cambridge.org (USA, Canada, and Mexico) or journals@cambridge.org 
(outside of USA, Canada, and Mexico). 

Postmaster: Send address changes to  Infection Control & Hospital 
Epidemiology, Cambridge University Press, One Liberty Plaza, New York, 
NY 10006 USA.

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2022.259


Beginning with volume 43 (January 2022), the cover of Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology 
(ICHE) will feature art inspired by or reflective of topics within the scope of the journal and 
their impact on patients, healthcare personnel and our society. These topics include healthcare-
associated infections, antimicrobial resistance, and healthcare epidemiology. The intent is to 
feature original artwork that has been created by individuals who have a personal connection 
to one or more of these topics through their clinical work, research, or experience as a patient 
or an affected patient’s family member, friend or advocate. The goal is to provide readers with a 
visual reminder of the human impact of the topics addressed in the journal and the importance 
of the work being done by those who read or contribute to ICHE and by all who are trying to 
make healthcare safer through the elimination of healthcare-associated infections. 

For more information about the ICHE cover and how to submit artwork for consideration for a future cover, please visit the 
ICHE website:  https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology  

Artist: Lona Mody, MD, MSc  
Medium: Acrylic paints on canvas

Dr. Mody spoke to ICHE about her painting.  
What was the inspiration for this artwork? I am drawn towards color and paint art that conveys the happiness that is in my 
life. However, COVID changed everything.  I had to create something that was wholly different to process this unprecedented 
historic event. Painting this particular piece was extremely cathartic. It allowed me to reflect on the loss experienced by many, 
its impact on my peers and come to terms with the fact that the worst was yet to come (I started this work in April of 2020 and 
completed it in May 2020).  

This painting depicts an outsized and overwhelming impact of COVID-19 on our healthcare providers and on our healthcare 
eco-system in general. I was artistically inspired by the lifeless streets in big capital cities, empty tall haunted buildings and 
incredible havoc created by a virus that was often depicted paradoxically by vivid colors with precise structures and features. 
Missing in all these early images was the human factor. With this painting, I wanted to show the immediate and devastating 
consequences on people that work within healthcare and carry the burden of COVID-19.  It is now displayed within our depart-
mental offices as a reminder of our collective experiences.

Why is this work appropriate for the cover of Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology? ICHE as a journal is about under-
standing, preventing and controlling infections. It is a journal that publishes high quality evidence written by experts who were 
overwhelmingly impacted and continue to be impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This painting also captures the frustration 
and sadness felt by many of us in this field.  

What is your personnel connection to the content of ICHE? Epidemiology, patterns, association, causality always attracted me. 
Since my residency, I knew that I had to go beyond clinical medicine to understand these concepts.  ICHE was the perfect journal 
that served as an outlet for my research pursuits. In fact, my first paper (borne out of my residency project) was published in 
ICHE. ICHE has been instrumental in my academic success. Its readership is a community I am most connected with.  

Dr. Mody is the Amanda Sanford Hickey Professor of Internal Medicine at the University of Michigan and VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System, Ann Arbor, MI, USA. She directs the Center for Research and Innovations in Special Populations (CRIISP) and is the Asso-
ciate Division Chief of Geriatric & Palliative Care Medicine, Associate Director of Clinical and Translational Research (Geriatrics 
Center), and Co-Director of the Medical Arts Program. Her research investigates the clinical and molecular epidemiology of antimi-
crobial-resistant pathogens and develops novel interventions to prevent them. Dr. Mody is a member of SHEA and an ad hoc reviewer 
for and frequent contributor to ICHE. She has published 34 papers in ICHE.
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