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Does modernity make religion politically irrelevant?
Conventional scholarly and popular wisdom says that it does.
This collection of essays challenges that view. Contributors show
that religion and politics are mixed together in complex and vital-
ly important ways not just in the East, but in the West as well. The
book's comparative approach underscores that developments in
colonizing and colonized countries, too often considered sepa-
rately, are subtly interrelated.
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The Saffron Wave
Democracy and Hindu Nationalism
in Modern India
Thomas Blom Hansen
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in the world's largest democracy. Here he analyzes Indian recep-
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"Davis writes with an elegance not common in scholarly books."
—Journal of Asian Studies
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