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by Joseph Campbell and published in the Bollingen Series:
Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilization, Philoso-
phies of India, The Art of Indian Asia, and The King and the
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that small group of great scholars who were part of the first gen-
eration to confront the end of European empires in India and the rest

of Asia.
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PASSIONATE ENLIGHTENMENT
Women in Tantric Buddhism

Miranda Shaw
The crowning cultural achievement of medieval India, Tantric Buddhism

is known in the West primarily for the sexual practices of its adherents. In this
groundbreaking new book, Miranda Shaw presents extensive evidence of the
outspoken and independent female founders of the Tantric movement and
their creative role in shaping its distinctive vision of gender relations and
sacred sexuality.

Drawing on interviews and archival research conducted during two
years of fieldwork in India and Nepal, including the study of more than forty
previously unnoticed works by women of the Pala period (eighth through
twelfth centuries C.E.), she substantially reinterprets the history of
Tantric Buddhism during its first four centuries.

"Passionate Enlightenments a penetrating investigation into
the role of women in the area of Tantric Buddhism and a critique of
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edition of The VSImfki Rimiyana, India's most beloved and
influential epic tale. This version differs significantly from the
vulgate on which virtually all previous translations are based.
It is accompanied by a scholarly introduction and extensive
notes on the original Sanskrit text derived from a wide reading
of traditional and modern texts, including several untranslated
early Sanskrit commentaries.
Cloth: $65.00 ISBN 0-691-06661 -2 Due August 1994
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