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T h e C i r c u m - N u c l e a r Disk ( C N D ) is p robab ly a b y - p r o d u c t of t h e explo-

sive even t wh ich c r ea t ed Sgr A E a s t . I t s inner edge of r a d i u s R ~ 1.7pc is 

well deve loped a n d compr i ses t h e C e n t r a l C a v i t y ( C C ) which is filled w i t h 

~ 260 Μ Θ of ionized gas . ISM a p p e a r s t o flow t h r o u g h t h e C N D i n t o t h e 

C e n t r a l C a v i t y a t a r a t e of M ~ 0.01 M 0 y r _ 1 . D u s t a n d L y m a n c o n t i n u u m 

luminos i t i e s of t h e cen t r a l 1.25 pa r sec , cor rec ted for p h o t o n s no t a b s o r b e d 

by d u s t a n d gas ins ide t h e C C are ~ 1 0 8 Ε Θ a n d ~ 1 0 5 1 Lyc p h o t o n s s " 1 , 
m o s t of wh ich a r e p rov ided by a c lus ter of 24 ho t a n d mass ive s t a r s , wh ich 

a lso p r o v i d e ~ | of t h e i n t e g r a t e d K - b a n d flux dens i ty (see t h e r ecen t re-

view by Mezger et α/., 1996) . A la rger n u m b e r of cool M- a n d K-g ian t s a n d 

m o r e t h a n a mil l ion low-mass MS s t a r s p rov ide t h e r e m a i n i n g flux den-

sity, wh ich comes from a diffuse b a c k g r o u n d emission first seen in ou r N I R 

mosa i c m a p s (Zy lka et α/., 1997) . 

T h e c o m p a c t s y n c h r o t r o n source Sgr A * wi th a m a s s of ~ 2 - 3 χ 1 0 6 Μ Θ 

a p p e a r s t o b e a s t a r v i n g b lack hole . I t ha s a well deve loped r a d i o s p e c t r u m 

b u t on ly u p p e r l imi t s for t h e flux densi t ies in t h e N I R a n d X - R a y reg imes . 

T h e l u m i n o s i t y of Sgr A * is only a few h u n d r e s L©. T h e t r u e size of t h e 

r a d i o source a p p e a r s t o have been resolved b y m m - V L B I (Dusch l , 1997). 

T h e s p e c t r u m i n t e g r a t e d over t h e cen t ra l pa r sec is d o m i n a t e d by s te l lar 

r a d i a t i o n reprocessed by d u s t a n d resembles t h e s p e c t r u m of a Seyfert 2 

ga laxy . T h e reprocessed r a d i a t i o n m a s k s comple te ly t h e r a d i a t i o n associ-

a t e d w i t h Sgr A* . M o r e de ta i l s , r e l a ted specifically t o t h e s te l lar p o p u l a t i o n 

w i t h i n t h e cen t r a l 1.25pc will be p r e sen t ed in a fo r thcoming p a p e r ( P h i l i p p 

et α/., 1997) . 
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