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In thisissue

Fergus Kerr, O.P.

quotes a study of Scottish ballad-singing: ‘Harry sang . . . as if sure
of understanding and sympathy from his audience. There was no need
for personal invitation. . . Consequently, he himself faded out of the
song as he sang it. The ballad needed only to sing itself. Sandy, on the
other hand, sang as if unsure of his audience. He had to invite people
to listen, to cajole them by deprecation, to nudge at their attention.’
He makes this the starting point for a critique of some of the assump-
tions we have come to make about ‘personal response’ in the liturgy,
and he goes on to explore the role of symbolism in human living.

Priesthood

This month the Synod of bishops meets in Rome to consider, amongst
other things, the role of the priest. The Synod’s preliminary ‘working
paper’ has already been criticized throughout the world. We offer two
English assessments:

Fr Edward Quinn

finds the appeal to eschatology in the document shallow and un-
helpful: ‘Celibacy is said to provide an “‘eschatological witness” not so
much because the priest is intent on the breaking in of the kingdom on
the wo’rld as because he is regarded as a kind of visitant from another
world.

‘Fr Owen Hardwicke

writing as a ‘worker priest’, argues that we have moved disastrously
from the idea of ordination to the Christian ministry to the idea of
incorporation into a clerical caste.

Maruja Echegoyen

a Uruguayan journalist, provides a different perspective on priesthood
from Latin America. She reports on a conference of priests concerned
with the task of building socialism in Chile.

Ronald Pearsall

reminds us how easily an irrational anti-Catholicism can warp the
political judgement of the best-intentioned Englishmen—an article
especially recommended to readers of the liberal press.
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Announcing the

Scripture Discussion
Commentary
edited by LLaurence Bright OP

The first entirely new, comprehensive commentary on the Bible to be written
by British and Irish Roman Catholics for many years, the Scripture
Discussion Commentary has been developed from the earlier and highly
successful Scripture Discussion Outlines.

The Commentary comprises twelve volumes in all, to be published this
Autumn and in Spring 1972. The first six volumes, due to appear in October,
are:

1. PENTATEUCH: Genesis, Exodus, Deu-
teronomy  Joseph Blenkinsopp and
John Challenor 256pp £1.45

2. Amos and Hosea, Isaiah 1-39, Jeremiah,
Isaiah 40-66  Anne Macpherson,
Joseph Rhymer and John Challenor 224pp £1.30

3. HISTORIES I: Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel,
1 and 2 Kings, Ruth Hamish Swanston
and Laurence Bright 192pp £1.15

7. MARK AND MATTHEW: Mark, Mat-
thew Sean Freyne and Henry Wans-
brough 256pp £1.45

8. LUKE: Luke, Acts, I Peter Duncan Mac-
pherson. Nicholas Lash and Bernard
Robinson 192pp £1.15

11. PAUL II: I Corinthians, 2 Corinthians,
Philippians,  Colossians,  Philemon
Laurnace Bright, Henry Wansbrough
and Jerome Murphy-O’Connor 224pp £1.30

Ask your bookseller for full details, including details of the special price of
£1.10 per volume open to subscribers to the complete twelve-volume
Commentary. Or write to Sheed & Ward for a free brochure.

gSheed and Ward
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