
essays individually nor the power of the collection as a whole. The authors should be com-
mended for bringing something fresh to these textual pairings. But the persistence of tradi-
tional depictions of Italian culture—even in a volume as thoughtful as this one—has led me
to ponder how difficult it is to escape the totalizing nature of the Three Crowns model
when it comes to characterizing the artistic contributions of the medieval Italian peninsula.
We don’t reduce antiquity to a tre corone antiche of Cicero, Virgil, and Ovid when discussing
their influence in the Middle Ages. Such heuristics do a disservice to the authors they elevate as
much as to the larger context they ignore.

Why not look for other Italys that may have surprised Chaucer? Ruminating further on the
title of this collection—Chaucer and Italian Culture—I am newly struck by how many aspects
of Italian culture that Chaucer likely encountered are still left to be considered. No book can
contain everything. But the Italy (an anachronism in itself) presented in this volume is rou-
tinely secular, male, public, nascently humanistic, and linguistically Latin and Italianate
(read: Tuscan). How might Franco-phone Italy have altered the way Chaucer thought of
French? What might Chaucer have gleaned from Italian pilgrimage sites, such as the wonder-
working icon of the Virgin in Turin, which has elsewhere been suggested as an influence upon
the Prioress’s Tale (Carol F. Heffernan, “Praying before the Image of Mary: Chaucer’s ‘Prioress’s
Tale,’ VII 502–12,” Chaucer Review 39 [2004]: 103–16)? When Chaucer passed through the
Cottian Alps (as he likely did in 1372–73), was he aware of the fate of the earlier heterodox
residents in the Vaudois, and did he draw any parallels between the faith held by the Walden-
sians and the burgeoning Lollards at home? Who were on the Italian peninsula that he likely
would not have met in England, such as Jews, Muslims, Orthodox Christians, slaves? And of
whom might Chaucer become newly aware through their absence in Italy as compared to his
London, such as the femme sole? The fact that reading this book provokes these questions for
me also demonstrates its success. In accepting Fulton’s invitation to think again, I do so
employing a strategy so eloquently modelled by many of the contributors, namely pondering
not just what is present but what is absent.

Karen Elizabeth Gross
Lewis & Clark College
kegross@lclark.edu

COLIN HELLING. The Navy and Anglo-Scottish Union, 1603–1707. Woodbridge: Boydell Press,
2022. Pp. 300. $125 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.203

This book brings together in a fruitful way two historiographical strands long associated with
the seventeenth century: the relationship between the Stuart dynasty’s British kingdoms, and
the role of the armed forces in the formation of a British state. It presents a convincing account
of the Royal Navy’s importance for setting the two British kingdoms on a path toward political
union. Under the Stuarts, the navy was, Helling argues, both an institution through which it
became possible for Scottish elites to think about national security as a multi-national project,
and a force that propelled the two kingdoms toward forming one sovereign state.

Helling points out that, between 1603 and 1707, the navy was the only institution, save for
the monarchy, with an accepted role in both British kingdoms. Yet the navy was not a shared
institution in the sense that its soul (leadership) and body (dockyard infrastructure) remained
based in England. Nor was the navy an integrative institution during the period. Instead, its
importance for the union lay in its effect on the thinking of key political players in England
and Scotland, albeit in different ways and with contrasting intensity depending on the security
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situation. Naval security, Helling contends, was pulled into the “British sphere” (PAGE) as an
instrument of a monarchy shared by the two kingdoms. Over the course of seventeenth
century, but especially after the Revolution of 1688, the navy gained broad support as an
instrument by which security objectives shared by English and Scottish political elites could
be attained.

Helling concludes that the navy was a strong and critical unionist force but did not itself
make the union. Naval affairs made the perpetuation of some kind of political unification inev-
itable, and the navy became what he calls an indispensable part of the architecture of the union
that did emerge in 1707. Drawing on the same metaphor, Helling suggests that a naval union
of the kingdoms was practically unavoidable given the common security architecture of the
shared island. Thus, unlike some recent social constructivist approaches to the maritime
history of early modern Britain, Helling’s is not averse to a more realist linking of maritime
geography with historical developments.

The Navy and Anglo-Scottish Union develops these arguments with a chronologically orga-
nized analytical narrative divided into three parts. The first, entitled “Aspiration,” deals with
the period from James VI’s accession to the English (and Irish) throne to the coerced incorpo-
ration of Scotland into the first unitary British polity. Here he shows that both King James and
King Charles saw the Royal Navy as a tool for promoting a British interest in the near seas. The
pursuit of control over these British seas had, Helling suggests, obvious unionizing aspects,
but bringing the ambition to fruition highlighted the absence of what he calls British thinking
in both realms. For example, Charles I wanted a single unified navy to defend his sovereignty
around the British Isles but directed his efforts exclusively toward the Channel. This section of
the book also has a helpful discussion of the influence of naval thinking on the calculations of
the Scottish Covenanters. Naval defense rose to a central place in the Covenanters’ political
consciousness during their negotiations with Parliamentarians, but the Scots’ preference for
talking about naval security in lieu of investing in ships and dockyards helped institutionalize
their maritime vulnerability.

The second section, called “Integration,” concerns the Restoration period, which Helling
characterizes as the high point of the regally unified Royal Navy. As a result of the Second
Dutch war, Scottish policy makers came to expect that their country’s naval affairs would be
handled by an English armed service acting as a British naval force. This expectation was dis-
appointed with the severing of the personal union of the English and Scottish Admiralties once
James II and VII lost his thrones. The book’s third section, appropriately labelled “Disrup-
tion,” traces the consequences of the strained interactions between Scottish policy makers
andWilliam III’s war aims. The king’s decision to enforce an embargo on French trade in Scot-
tish waters, which was not welcomed by all, did not represent a clash of national interests so
much as the reality that the northern kingdom’s politicians were not in a position to shape
their senior coalition-partner’s war policy. This context helps explain the emergence during
the 1690s of a small Scottish naval squadron, understood as an expression of national sover-
eignty. This would be the last such outburst at the maritime level. For, as Helling concludes,
any provision for Scotland’s maritime security during the Stuart era relied on either English
self-interest happening to be in alignment with the Scots’, or, more often, the interest of the
monarch overriding the default English indifference.

The Navy and Anglo-Scottish Union offers a refreshingly broad and clear naval history of the
Stuart century, mostly from the perspective of Holyrood. This is understandable since it was
Scottish elites who over the years came to love the Royal Navy more and more, despite
their irritation with some aspects of William III’s naval policy. Helling cleverly describes the
relationship between the two realms over naval affairs as a marriage of convenience, one in
which the dominant spouse often failed to acknowledge the fact of the bond. But at least a mar-
riage implies a degree of consent between two parties. Germany, famously shattered by foreign
and native armies during the Thirty Years war, was eventually unified by nineteenth-century
Prussia’s preeminent military forces. Helling’s book, like the best comparative histories,
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should prompt scholars to re-visit with new insights an earlier attempt at historical compari-
son, in this case Otto Hintze’s path-breaking discussion of the relationship between the
nature of national armed forces and the constitutional histories of Western European
nations over the early modern and modern eras (Otto Hintze, “Staatsverfassung und Heeres-
verfassung,” in Staat und Verfassung [1906/1970]). It also serves as another helpful reminder
of importance of the Royal Navy to Britain’s early modern Sonderweg.

Matthew Neufeld
University of Saskatchewan
matthew.neufeld@usask.ca

THOMAS HERRON, DENNA J. IAMMARINO, and MARYCLAIRE MORONEY, eds. John Derricke’s The
Image of Ireland: with a Discoverie ofWoodkarne: Essays on Text and Context. TheManchester
Spenser. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2021. Pp 304. $130.00 (Cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.212

This attractively illustrated, substantial hardcover offers the first collection of essays dedicated
to John Derricke and his verse narrative of Ireland with twelve appended woodcuts, The Image
of Ireland: with a Discoverie of Woodkarne (1581). Often cited, the hagiographical work in praise
of Henry Sidney is better known for its images, frequently reproduced as some of the only sur-
viving visual representations of early modern Ireland. Yet, notwithstanding a nice store of
insightful criticism by prominent historians, literary critics, and art critics devoted to him, Der-
ricke has not had the sort of concentrated, collective attention accorded his contemporaries.
This collection, comprising an introduction and fifteen fairly trim essays, which arose from
a multidisciplinary 2016 conference at Case Western Reserve University, helps remedy that
lack, in so doing querying superficial reading of text and image. At its best, it shows various
and novel facets of the work, ensuring that we attend to its complexity and nuance. The illus-
trations are unusually generous for an academic collection of this kind, in recognition of the
importance of visual analysis of Derricke, and include not just the twelve woodcuts on
glossy paper, but a plethora of smaller images demonstrating his influences, visual parodies,
and transformations of what he inherited or represented.

The Image of Ireland begins with a judicious and useful introduction by editors Thomas
Herron, Denna J. Iammarino, and Maryclaire Moroney, which does an admirable job of sum-
marizing the complicated historical context and pointing out how the volume departs from
settled interpretation or deepens extant readings. The rest of the volume is divided into five
parts. In part one, “Ideologies,” there are two essays. Brian Lockey (chapter 2) focuses on
how Derricke’s and Edmund Spenser’s representations of Ireland and England look in light
of current debates about the status of the Tudor conquest as instantiating mature state-
formation or the first stage of England’s colonial project, distinctions which yield some
insights despite their admitted anachronicity. Chapter 3 is a stimulating look by Maryclaire
Moroney at the fraught martial politics of Sidney’s tenure, detailing the inaccurate dichotomies
Derricke imposes on the Irish scene and arguing convincingly that Derricke seeks to press hard
against the “disloyal” Old English resistance to Sidney’s attempt to extract material and polit-
ical support for his military campaigns.

Part two, “Archaeologies,” contains three essays. In chapter 4, John Soderberg seeks to read
the text’s references to animals in relation to colonial discourse. Chapter 5 by Bríd McGrath
effectively examines how Derricke amplified master propagandist Sidney’s promotion of
both himself and the ceremonial aspects of the viceroy’s role through visual interplay
between civic and state pageantry that elided his policy failures and troubled relationship
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