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EXTRACTS
THE WORK OF PERE PLE, Editor of La Vie Spirituelle, on
religious sisters is becoming more widely known in this couu .̂
Tlie Clergy lievie-w for February contains an article on the sub]e "'
which has from time to time appeared in the pages of Lti'E »F >.
SPIRIT; the author repeats the quotation from the French hierarchy *
recommendations to the clergy on the question of vocations ant

concludes:
Comment on this admirable document would be p ^
Although it was issued primarily for the priests and religi°llS .„
France, it is equally applicable to all in England, and &el],
careful consideration. The present situation in England may j 1 ^
be as desperate as on the Continent, but who dares to say "y^
it may not become so, unless we adopt some such measin'eS

are laid down by the Cardinals and Archbishops of France. j
The possibility that we are in a decline in regard to vocations a ^
not at the beginning of a new lease of life is previously discuss ̂
in the article. For the present limitation of family life and the n
standards of education do not suggest that future vocations are i°a '
being fostered among the boys and girls of Catholic families. x ̂
situation is indeed grave as the author, Fr Skelton, insists. Pern ^
Spain alone is the only European country in which the situft* . ^

nis not serious. The report on the vocations of religious wome
that country, published in the Supplement of La Vie Spirit11 ,
(15 February: from Blackfriars, 4s.), shows a notable all i"0*: j
increase in the numbers of religious between 1927 and 1948. "
elsewhere the tale is depressingly the same—overworked relig10 '
houses having to be closed, the acceptance of unstable vocations e

There is ample scope for the work of the Editor of La Vie Spirit'11?'^
throughout Europe, but even this is more in the nature of a a1'"
nosis than of a cure.

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SIX is the principal subject of the c l i r r e .
Supplement already cited. Thomas (lilby, O.P., writes with veX\y

as we should expect, on La (hdpahilitc. Beginning with the V .
ciples laid down by St Augustine and St Thomas he shows " .,
their objective attitude can be discovered also in the prinC'P
of some modern specialists:

Firstly they consider culpability as a normal symptom n,Bn
 0{

a curable condition, not as a morbid state. Secondly, it ig.' ,,
simply the mustiness of a purely personal evil action: it J'flI,
congenital attitude, handed on as human nature is handed
and cultivated in accordance with the conditions imposed.
Original sin is not considered as a sort of capricious l
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which has befallen us as a result of a gaffe by our first
Representatives.

d from this starting point which in its depth is a doctrine of
Father Gilby traces the total situation of human guilt as 't

,. ds into the humanum, the body-soul structure. It is in par-
Ular false 'culpability', the false conscience which may require
e Services of the psychiatrist in order to re-establish a complete

, d healthy orientation towards good and evil action: 'The great
. ^ptation to hitch on to the formula which offers to sell security,

Wafriek in magic, in place of waiting for the gift', and the security
convention is allowed to smother the generosity of love.

In • * . * *
„ f>MAg MERTOX concludes in the January issue of CollectaneaCisterciensiam a study of the transforming union with God
'; described bv St Bernard. The well known popular author shows
^self deeply versed in the mystical writings of St John of the

^r°ss as well as of his own St Bernard. He takes Professor Gilson
task for describing the great doctor's highest union in terms

^ transitory experiences which at most could only be the 'mystical
j, r°thal' as described by St John of the Cross, whereas he proves
< ° be undoubtedly the permanent state of union known as
0
 arriage'. In the course of the argument Father Merton brings

^ very clearly and simply the differences between these two
. /iderful ar>d highest of mystical graces, and he concludes on an

Resting and typically Bernardine note:

f-he whole process, the whole spiritual life is the work of her
hrough whom God willed us to receive all gifts and graces.

11 Bernard does not hesitate to give us another of his summaries
, his spiritual doctrine in which the mystical marriage, our
'"atisformation by wisdom into God, is assigned to the Mother

rp, God as her mission par excellence among the children of men.
"rough one woman we were born to the living death of cupidity;
om our mother Eve we received the disfiguring form of the

^ u m : but God allowed this only in order that his wisdom
pight triumph through another woman and that our natural
n*egrity might be clothed in the freedom of his divine glory and

h* for ever in the gladness of his infinitely pure love.
f ,?? l a s Merton shows an attractively simple grasp of the great

^s relating to the heights of holiness,
j, * * * *

j ^s AND AGAPE are discussed by H. C. Graef in the Supplement
o^a Vie Spirituelle (February) as well as by G. Gilleman, S.J.. in
^Velle Hevve Theologique (February).

' r̂>EA OK SPHRTITI'TION in the doctrine of Redemption is a subject
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needing careful study and understanding in order to meet ^ p
modern difficulties regarding fundamental Christian principleS- .,
David, O.F.M.Cap., tackles the problem competently in The lrtS

Ecclesiastical Record (February).
CRUX (Epiphany Term: Vol. 4, Xo. 2). 'The Altar of the ^
Saints', by E. Sarmiento, is a meditation on St Rose, Bl. ^a.' x
and Bl. John Massias, all venerated on one altar in the Porni"10'
Church in Lima. i
THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE TODAY by Fr John Morson (to be obta_lD

from Mt St Bernard's Abbey, Leicester; lOd.) is a reprint of a1'*10 <
in Pax in which the author has usefully collected a great de<w ,
unsuspected treasures from Pius XI and Pius XTT on the sub]?01'
the life of contemplation.
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