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Important
Notice to Contributors

CHANGE OF STYLE
One of the problems of publishing the results of experimental work is

related to the considerable differences between journals in their manu-
script requirements. This is particularly true of the form in which
references appear in the text and reference lists, and currently there is no
computer program available which converts one form into another.
Epidemiology and Infection has always been proud of its individual style,
but also recognizes the desirability of uniformity from an author's point
of view. At a meeting in Vancouver in 1978 a number of journal editors
developed a set of uniform requirements for manuscripts and, sub-
sequently, the Vancouver style has been adopted by many. It is popular
with both authors and those editors who have experience of using it. Also
it seems logical as electronic publishing and data retrieval becomes more
widespread to have a numerically based system of references rather than
one based on the infinite variations of names.

Accordingly, from the August issue of 1989 Epidemiology and Infection
will adopt the Vancouver style. Modified and expanded Notes for
Contributors appear at the back of this issue and these will be reproduced
in each future issue. From now on manuscripts should be in the new style
and, after a brief transition period, it is the hope of the editors that the
change will benefit the contributors.

J. R. PATTISON

on behalf of the Editors
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