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Tenth anniversary of J DOHaD

Michael G. Ross, MD, MPH

Editor-in-Chief, The Lundquist Institute at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA,
Los Angeles, California

This issue marks the tenth anniversary of the Journal of Developmental Origins of Health and
Disease. In the early years of the International DOHaD Society, we initiated a process to explore
the establishment of a society journal. After review of proposals solicited from several publishers,
we elected a partnership with Cambridge University Press. We established an editorial advisory
board, international editorial board, and a team of dedicated associate editors. Our cover photo
was formulated to represent life stages of early development through aging. We solicited articles
for a then new journal, unlisted in PubMed and with no impact factor. Following our publication
of the Proceedings of the DOHaD Sixth World Congress (2009), the first J DOHaD manuscripts
were published in print form in February 2010 and included one of our most cited papers
(Table 1).

With the support of the society members and scientists, the journal has succeeded, estab-
lishing itself as the leading journal focused on the field of developmental programming.
During the past 10 years, the journal has progressed remarkably. We have expanded our asso-
ciate editors and added our Themed Issue and Supplements Editor (JannaMorrison), and two
esteemed Statistical Editors (Darren Dahly, Mark Gilthorp). The journal has embraced and
partnered with DOHaD affiliate and regional societies, providing publications of themed
issues from regional society meetings, and initiating a policy where each affiliated society
nominates a representative associate editor. Our quality and quantity of submitted papers
have steadily increased, reflected by a steady increase in our impact factor to 2.340.
Consistent with the trend in journal publishing, we adopted an online circulation and incor-
porated enhanced electronic submission and review processes. Cambridge and J DOHaD have
embraced open access publishing and adhere to all EU and NIH public access policies. We
instituted “FirstView”, which incrementally publishes papers online ahead of their issue allo-
cation, allowing authors to see their work published quickly and content to be read and cited
with minimal delay. We have increased the breadth of the journal scope, to include fetal and
neonatal biology and physiology, environmental toxicants, teratology, and public health and
policy, in addition to our core focus on developmental programming. We have further estab-
lished a J DOHaD award at the International Congress, acknowledging the most cited paper
during the past 2 years.

Among the metrics during the past year, our submissions have continued to increase. Our
acceptance rate for 2018 was 60% and our average time from submission to first decision is less
than 2 months. Our themed issues have been a mainstay of the journal, with 2018 themed issues
including: A Canadian Perspective of DOHaD; DOHaD in Indigenous Populations and papers
from the 10thWorld DOHaD Congress on the subject of Translational Challenges for DOHaD.
Planned Themed Issues for 2020 include a collection of papers themed around International
Women’s Day; Advanced Imaging in DOHaD; and papers associated with the 2018 DOHaD
ANZ meeting. We welcome suggestions from our readership for additional themed issue pro-
posals. Among our articles published during 2018, 33 countries were represented, with Brazil
and the USA among the most prolific contributors. Our 2010 inaugural year averaged 70–80
pages per issue, while 2018–2019 issues average 120 pages, reflecting our increased quality
and quantity.

We have examined the most downloaded articles from each year of J DOHaD publication
(Table 1). Beginning with the first published article in the first issue “A Conceptual
Framework for the Developmental Origins of Health and Disease”, the most downloaded
articles have included a focus on placental physiology, epigenetics, fetal hypoxia, environ-
mental toxicants, maternal diet, breastfeeding, the microbiome, the role of assisted
reproductive technologies, and the effect of developmental origins among aboriginal
communities. The topics represented by the most downloaded articles reflect the breadth
and depth of our journal’s focus.

For the future, our objectives are to grow our publications, particularly open access
content, while maintaining the highest quality of manuscripts and continuing our steady
impact factor increase. We will, of course, continue the support of the International
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DOHaD Society and each of the regional and affiliate societies.
We hope to maintain a dynamic journal increasing our editorials
and our letters to editors.

Our past, our present tenth anniversary, and our future would
not be possible without the support and dedicated contributions

of Cambridge University Press (Dan Edwards, Cecilia Marshall,
Valerie Dennis, Katie Henderson), our dedicated and hard-
working associate editors, our reviewers, and most of all our
authors and readership. Together, our team looks forward to the
next decade of J DOHaD.

Table 1. The most downloaded articles from each year of J DOHaD publication

Published
Year Title and Author(s)

2010 A conceptual framework for the developmental origins of health and disease
P. D. Gluckman, M. A. Hanson and T. Buklijas

2011 A maternal high-fat diet in rat pregnancy reduces growth of the fetus and the placental junctional zone, but not placental labyrinth zone
growth

P. J. Mark, C. Sisala, K. Connor, R. Patel, J. L. Lewis, M. H. Vickers, B. J. Waddell and D. M. Sloboda

2012 Behavioral epigenetics and the developmental origins of child mental health disorders
B. M. Lester, C. J. Marsit, E. Conradt, C. Bromer and J. F. Padbury

2013 Developmental programming of cardiovascular disease by prenatal hypoxia
D. A. Giussani and S. T. Davidge

2014 Arsenic exposure in early pregnancy alters genome-wide DNA methylation in cord blood, particularly in boys
K. Broberg, S. Ahmed, K. Engström, M. B. Hossain, S. Jurkovic Mlakar, M. Bottai, M. Grandér, R. Raqib and M. Vahter

2015 Maternal diet as a modifier of offspring epigenetics
K. A. Lillycrop and G. C. Burdge

2016 Early microbial contact, the breast milk microbiome and child health
S. Rautava

2017 The health outcomes of human offspring conceived by assisted reproductive technologies (ART)
M. Chen and L. K. Heilbronn

2018 The developing gut microbiota and its consequences for health
M.-J. Butel, A.-J. Waligora-Dupriet and S. Wydau-Dematteis

2019 The Barker hypothesis confirmed: association of low birth weight with all-cause natural deaths in young adult life in a remote Australian
Aboriginal community

Wendy E. Hoy and Jennifer L. Nicol
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