
The emphasis of the work is on economic and labour structures, the history of relevant
organizations (cooperatives, unions), while it also gives some biographical information on
a number of key figures in the diamond industry. Even if this methodological approach is
justifiable, and in line with the overall objectives of the work, it obscures more humane,
interpersonal, and cultural elements, which have also been part of the historical reality of
the diamond industry and its workers in Saint-Claude. A reading of the sources through
a more social or cultural historical lens might have presented additional interesting insights,
and can be considered a missed opportunity.
In general, however, these points of criticism should not detract from the overall high

quality of the work. For those interested in the history of the diamond industry, its inter-
national context, or what globalization looked like at the fin de siècle, this book has plenty
to offer.
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After years of relative neglect in the historiography of modern Germany, labour history has
recently regained some importance. This renewed interest has been accompanied both by a
reflection on the strengths and weaknesses of former research in the field and by a new plu-
ralism of methods. Andrew G. Bonnell’s monograph is to be situated in this context. As
Bonnell is a long-standing expert on the book’s subject, his inspiring and well-composed
book synthesizes many years of deep reflection both at the thematic and the conceptual
levels. Not only does it give new insight into the history of the German Social
Democratic Party (SPD) and “the movement culture of the party” (p. ), but it also demon-
strates how cultural–historical approaches can enrich labour history without abandoning
social history.
While labour history has often focused on the split and failure of the SPD by reading its

history “backwards from ” (p. ), Bonnell takes the opposite approach. His mono-
graph centres on the issue of “why the Social Democrats were as successful as they were

. See, for example, C. Morina, Die Erfindung des Marxismus. Wie eine Idee die Welt eroberte
(Munich, ) (an English translation will be published by Oxford University Press later this
year); S. Hake, The Proletarian Dream: Socialism, Culture, and Emotion in Germany, –
 (Berlin, ). On Habsburg Austria, see J.S. Beneš, Workers and Nationalism: Czech and
German Social Democracy in Habsburg Austria, – (Oxford, ).
. This approach was recently discussed in other contexts. See, for example, the conference on
cohesion forces in German Social Democracy, –, organized by
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, https://www.fes.de/ebert/fachkonferenz ( January ).
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in creating a mass working-class party under the conditions of an authoritarian imperial
state” (p. ), and aims at re-evaluating the history of the pre- SPD as part of the
Second International. But the book’s claim goes beyond labour history as a specialized
field, emphasizing the continuing, while often marginalized, relevance of its findings for
the history of Imperial Germany, which is currently the subject of renewed controversy.

The book is composed of eight thematic chapters – revised journal articles and primarily
published essays – which raise already well-studied questions anew as well as address hith-
erto existing research desiderata. All chapters build on a wide variety of sources, ranging
from the party press, pamphlets, and memoirs to police reports and further archive material,
including the voices of ordinary workers wherever possible. The eight chapters draw a
multi-layered picture of the socialist milieu and its political culture. This picture includes
both important theoretical controversies within the various SPD factions and the interplay
of ordinary workers’ everyday experience, socialist agitation, and the circulation of socialist
ideas. Furthermore, it comprises both the independent sphere of socialist culture and the
numerous overlaps, interfaces, and encounters between different political milieus.
Though the book’s structure is thematic, each chapter is arranged in chronological order.

Starting with the foundation of two competing parties – the “Lassallean” General German
Workers’ Association (Allgemeiner Deutscher Arbeiterverein, ADAV) and the
“Eisenacher” Social Democratic Workers’ Party (Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei,
SDAP) – in the s, the author describes their political unification in  and the forma-
tion of a diverse socialist culture in the movement’s heyday from around the turn of the cen-
tury. The book concludes by discussing the relationship between socialism and
republicanism, giving a brief outlook on its legacy in Weimar Germany.
Chapter  on “Ideology, Leadership, and Party Culture” and Chapter  on

“Internationalism, Nationalism and Particularism” cover important theoretical controver-
sies from the s on. As Bonnell convincingly argues, the theoretical differences between
the ADAV and the SDAP were less explicit than could be assumed, Lassalle’s texts being
reprinted by the SDAP despite its Marxist orientation. Moreover, after unification, a
Lassalle cult remained dominant in socialist tradition-building until the turn of the century,
not least for strategic reasons to demonstrate the movement’s unity. The greatest disagree-
ment between the two parties existed on the “national question”, as evidenced, among
other things, by their attitude toward the Franco-PrussianWar. Furthermore, different posi-
tions on nationalism and internationalism existed within the party’s factions and its
rank-and-file members. The author traces their unfolding history throughout the following
decades until World War I, closing the chapter by discussing the legacies of / for
 – a thought-provoking question, though it could have been elaborated in more detail.
The following chapters on “Attitudes to Labour” (Chapter ), “The Politics of

Subsistence” (Chapter ), and “Reading Marx” (Chapter ) concentrate on the relationship
between the SPD and its working-class base, more precisely the adaption and transfor-
mation of socialist theory by rank-and-file members. Bonnell’s approach of not narrowing
the analyses to strict reception of the socialist theoretical classics proves to be particularly
conclusive. Notions of and attitudes towards labour rarely evolved against the backdrop
of reading Marx’s theory of alienation; few rank-and-file members fully read Marx’s

. See, for example, E. Conze, “Erinnerungskulturelle Rechtswende.  Jahre  und der
Deutungskampf ums Kaiserreich”, Blätter für deutsche und internationale Politik, : (),
pp. –.
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Capital or other theoretical classics. Nevertheless, socialist ideas and theorems diffused in
more ambiguous ways, through pamphlets, newspapers, and other means, whose produc-
tion costs decreased significantly in the period under consideration. All three chapters
show that workers perceived the world through socialist lenses because socialist theorems
paralleled their everyday experiences. The SPD, on the other hand, used this correspondence
for agitation. The impressive analysis of the recurring food protests (Chapter ), which took
place with a high degree of female participation, is just one example of this connection.
Chapter  on “Culture, Sociability, Organisation” and chapter  on “Reds in the Ranks”

provide somewhat opposing perspectives on the object of research. Chapter  elaborates the
socialist cultural activities directed against – but nevertheless influenced by – bourgeois cul-
ture as something like a counter-world to Imperial German society; it analyses the ways in
which these activities met the needs of rank-and-file members and their families after a long
day of work – thus tackling the question of their contribution to successful socialist mass
mobilization. In contrast, Chapter  focuses on the encounters, interfaces, and demarcations
between different milieus in the military, and Chapter  on “Socialism and Republicanism”

discusses the socialist controversy on republicanism under the perspective of state persecu-
tion. The findings will be discussed in more detail in the following paragraphs.
Building on this broad thematic overview, how does the monograph contribute to the

author’s central question? Bonnell’s answer is a multi-layered one; he persuasively argues
throughout his book that the SPD “was successful in mobilising its mainly working-class
base precisely through the combination of addressing the real concerns of workers in the
present, in a society that was experienced as highly stratified by class, and offering a radical,
transformative perspective, that promised a qualitatively different kind of social order”
(p. ). Additionally, socialist agitation profited from the comparatively high literacy rate
among the continuously growing urban working class as well as the decrease in paper-
and printing-technology costs. Despite this collective promise for a better socialist future,
the SPD was a highly ambivalent and sometimes even self-contradictory movement, the
question of nationalism and internationalism being the most evident example. Against this
background, it is far from implausible that the promise meant different things to the distinct
factions of the movement, let alone socialist individuals. Remarkably, these differences not-
withstanding, the promise temporarily united the movement, which might be explained by
the interaction of the party’s political exclusion and its orientation towards a better future,
concealing present conflicts within the movement.
What significance do the results have for the general history of Imperial Germany?

Bonnell’s book reveals that socialist culture criticized bourgeois culture, while simulta-
neously incorporating and reinterpreting some of its elements. Socialist agitation in turn
had a major effect on Imperial German state and society as a whole. The chapter on
Social Democrats in the military – an issue so far widely neglected in historical research –

proves to be especially compelling in this regard. It not only elaborates conflicting socialist
positions on the issue, criticizing militarism while also adhering to ideas of manhood, com-
radeship, and honour, it also discusses the experience of socialists and workers in the army,
which was characterized by humiliation and physical abuse, on the one hand, and mutual
solidarity and covert agitation on the other. Furthermore, the chapter elaborates the reac-
tions of the German authorities, which included banning soldiers from attending socialist
pubs, changing the military’s recruiting patterns, intense monitoring, marking and disloca-
tion of socialist soldiers, and imposing draconic punishments on suspects of socialist agita-
tion. Social Democrats in turn responded in part with public scandalization, legal education,
and the intensification of the socialist theoretical preparation of young recruits.
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Reading Bonnell’s book, two further questions in particular arise. First, how can his find-
ings be related to the history of the divided labourmovement in theWeimar Republic?While
Bonnell’s focus on socialist mass mobilization is of central importance, one could object that
it tends to disregard the precursors of the SPD’s split and failure in , and, more impor-
tant, at the end ofWeimar Germany. Some parts of the book – the ones on prejudices against
Polish workers (p. ), on the socialist emphasis onwar and comradeship (pp. –, –
), on something like a specific German notion of work (pp. –), and the orientation
towards the Volk – indicate that nationalism and antisemitism also existed within the labour
movement. Were these precursors marginalized by the uniting promise of a better socialist
future? And did the promise’s integrating force wane and the diverging ways of understand-
ing it unfold their explosive power in / when the historical possibility to realize it
was finally there? Chapter  points in that direction. It argues conclusively that there existed
no concrete idea “about what a republic meant” (p. ) but fairly discusses the anti-
republican sentiments in parts of the labour movement and their impact on the failure of
Weimar Germany.
Second, how were the SPD and the important themes around which it was centred influ-

enced by the International, and how does the book’s case study relate to labour movements
in other countries? While Bonnell discusses the theory and practice of internationalism at
some points (Chapter ), he explicitly excludes comparative and transnational perspectives.
As with any case study, this limitation reflects practical reasons. Nevertheless, it raises
important further research questions such as: Towhat extent did the organized labourmove-
ments in other countries centre around the same topics, and in which way did they differ
from the German case? Was there, for example, a unique German tradition in notions of
labour and work? Future research on these questions can build on Bonnell’s approach, by
offering a similar thematic history of the labour movement in Weimar Germany and
other national contexts.
These further questions notwithstanding, Bonnell’s impressive monograph offers rich

new insights for historians familiar with the field and can also serve as an introductory over-
view. Furthermore, Bonnell’s study convincingly demonstrates that labour history is not just
a specialized field, but highly important for modern German history; it offers crucial
approaches to examining this interrelated history. This joint perspective should inspire fur-
ther research on different issues such as the history of democracy and democratization,
including the local and regional level of analysis. Since the book will be valuable to a
large audience, it is only to be welcomed that an affordable paperback edition was published
by Haymarket Books in October .
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