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IN MEMORY OF LASZLO DETRE (1906-1974) 

B. Szeidl 

Now we are just going to discuss the problems of multiple 

periodic variable stars. It is, however, very sad to know that 

the one who took the initiative in organizing this colloquium 

is no longer here among us. Professor Detre died last autumn 

when he was only at the age of 68. 

Until the end of his life he was interested almost in every 

field of astronomy. Every day he devoted 5-6 hours to reading 

the periodicals and journals. I remember how enthusiastic he 

was when he had read about a new astronomical discovery.He was 

very well trained in mathematics and so it is not surprising 

that he was especially impressed by celestial mechanics.Poincare's 

books were his favorite readings. But the variable stars had al

ways been nearest to his heart. He had been engaged with variable 

star research during 40 years of his life. 

Detre's career was not too eventful. In his youth he was 

already interested in sciences, especially in physics, mathemat

ics and astronomy. Having finished his studies at the Friedrich 

Wilhelm Universitat in Berlin he was appointed an assistant of 

the Budapest Observatory in 19-29 and had been its director from 

1943 until 1974. 

During the years spent in Germany Dr. Detre made many friends. 

Even after many years he was still eager to return to Germany from 

time to time,and meet his old friends and see the places where he 

had lived. He liked to recall memories of the past, particularly 

the college-years and was fond of telling droll stories about the 

college-life in Berlin, famous professors and university-fellows 

who later on became well-known scientists. 

Dr. Detre liked to talk much about his family-tree. Among 

his ancestors there were Germans as well as Armenians.But he in 

his heart was a real Hungarian. In the thirties when many Hangar'-
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