
OBITUARY: HANS E. PANOFSKY

Hans E. Panofsky, Curator Emeritus of Northwestern University's Melville J.
Herskovits Library of African Studies, died in Madison, Wisconsin, on July 1,
2013. Hans was appointed the Herskovits Library's first curator in 1959 and
retired in 1991. His engagement with the Herskovits Library, Northwestern's
Program of African Studies as well as African studies world-wide continued
well beyond his retirement. Until just a few years ago, Hans regularly
attended Program of African Studies lectures and never missed a visit to the
library whenever he was on campus.

Hans was born in Berlin in 1926. From 1939 until 1943 he attended the Mill Hill
School in London followed by a year at the London School of Economics. He
served in the British military from 1944 until 1947. Hans moved to the United
States in 1951 to study at Columbia University from which he received two
degrees: a B.S. (Sociology) in 1951 and an M.S. (Library Service) in 1952.

In 1952, Hans was appointed Reference Librarian at the New York State School
of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell University. Hans pursued an M.S.
in labor economics at Cornell which he received in 1958. A copy of his thesis,
"The Significance of Labor Migration for the Economic Growth of Ghana", is
among the Herskovits Library's holdings. While at Cornell, Hans met Gianna
Sommi. They were married in Parma, Italy, in 1958 and arrived at
Northwestern shortly after where their home became a centre of Africanist
hospitality at Northwestern as important as the Herskovits Library and the
Program of African Studies. Gianna died in 2010. Hans is survived by two
sons, David and John, their spouses and children.

In 1959, the development of research collections in area studies was a
relatively new concept. Hans became a leader for African studies by building
the resources of the Herskovits Library and through participation in the
African Studies Association (ASA) and its Africana Librarians Council (ALC).
Hans played a major role in the creation of the Cooperative Africana
Microform Project (CAMP) of the Center for Research Libraries. Through the
years, Hans held just about every position of responsibility possible in the
ALC and CAMP. Hans served as a member of the ASA's Board of Directors
from 1977 until 1980. In 1985 Hans was the recipient of the ASA's
Distinguished Service to African Studies Award. Through the years, Hans
participated in many SCOLMA conferences including presenting a paper at
SCOLMA's silver jubilee conference in 1987. Hans also served on the board of
the International African Institute (IAI) from 1987 until 1995.

In honor of Hans' thirty years of service to Northwestern and to African
studies librarianship, the ALC presented him with a festschrift in 1989,
Africana Resources and Collections: Three Decades of Development and
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Achievement—A Festschrift in Honor of Hans Panofsky, edited by Julian W.
Witherell. This work contains two biographical chapters and a number of
additional chapters focused on aspects of African studies librarianship related
to inter-institutional cooperative efforts in which Hans played central roles.

Hans had many publications. Among the most noted are Bibliography of
Africana (1975) and papers in important international conference proceedings,
for example: The IAI's Conference on African Bibliography, Nairobi (1967),
The British Library's Colloquium on African Studies (1985) and SCOLMA's
twenty year follow up to the Nairobi conference, New Directions in African
Bibliography (1988). Including book reviews, Hans produced over 100
publications. His final publication, "Building Up Library Systems, 1947-1997:
Africana at Northwestern University", appeared in the IAI's Africa
Bibliography 1995.

I first met Hans through correspondence, in 1972, when I was a library school
student. I had already had two experiences living in Africa by that time and
wanted to combine my interest in Africa with my interest in working in
libraries. I raised the possibility of such a combination with one of my
undergraduate tutors, who immediately replied, "of course", told me about
the Herskovits Library, and said I needed to be in touch with Hans Panofsky
for advice.

Hans responded enthusiastically to my letter greatly encouraging my
interests. When I attended the ASA annual meeting for the first time the
following year, Hans welcomed me in person and began introducing me to
people—librarians, scholars, publishers, almost everyone at the ASA it
seemed. In 1975, when I was appointed to my first position as an African
studies librarian, Hans accepted me as an equal member of the Africana
Librarians Council, not the beginner that I was. The warmth of his acceptance
and the generosity with which he approached my learning curve, were
replicated over and over again throughout his life with innumerable other
people. Beyond Hans' outstanding professional achievements, it is because of
the warmth of his hospitality, understanding and friendship that he is
remembered and mourned by so many.

David L. Easterbrook

George and Mary LeCron Foster Curator, Melville ]. Herskovits Library of African
Studies
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