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Preface

Studies in Church History 58 takes as its theme The Church in
Sickness and in Health. For the first time in the history of the
Ecclesiastical History Society, this volume did not arise from a sum-
mer conference: along with so many other events, the 2020 Summer
Conference, due to explore “The Church and Rites of Passage’, had to
be postponed. Under the extended presidency of Professor Alec Ryrie,
the committee of the Ecclesiastical History Society issued a call for
papers for a volume exploring the Church’s approach to sickness
and to health. This volume comprises twenty peer-reviewed articles
selected from those submitted, some of which were presented at
the 2021 Winter Meeting, held online.

These articles offer fascinating insights into the Church’s response
to previous pandemics, and the current one, and the way in which
themes of sickness and health have shaped the self-understandings
of individual Christians as well as communities. The standard of
research presented here is particularly noteworthy given the difficul-
ties in undertaking historical research during the closure of, or limited
access to, libraries and archives during the pandemic. In some cases,
this volume illustrates and demonstrates the academic value of the
remarkable range of digitized materials now available to historians.

We are grateful to the EHS committee for their support in this
endeavour, and particularly to Professor Ryrie for his engagement
throughout his extended presidency. We also thank everyone who
submitted papers for consideration for the volume, and those who
peer reviewed the contributions, thereby helping the society to ensure
that the volume is of the highest quality. Dr Tim Grass continued his
meticulous work as assistant editor, joined latterly by Dr Alice
Soulieux-Evans. We are particularly grateful to the Ecclesiastical
History Society for funding two assistant editor posts during this
period of transition. In addition, the careful planning of the society’s
conference secretary, Professor Elizabeth Tingle, ensured the smooth
running of the first online Winter Meeting. She was supported by the
society’s outgoing and incoming secretaries, Dr Gareth Atkins and Dr
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Jacqueline Rose, by the EHS treasurer, Simon Jenkins, and by other
members of the committee.

The Ecclesiastical History Society awards two annual prizes for
articles accepted for publication in Studies in Church History. The
Kennedy Prize, for the best contribution by a postgraduate student,
has been awarded to Jemima Jarman, for her article ‘Ministering to
Body and Soul: Medical Missions and the Jewish Community in
Nineteenth-Century London’. The President’s Prize, for the best
contribution by an early career scholar, has been awarded to Robert
W. Daniel, for ‘Godly Preaching, in Sickness and Ill-Health, in
Seventeenth-Century England’. Each author used meticulous
research to offer an important contribution to this theme.

Charlotte Methuen
University of Glasgow

Andrew Spicer
Oxford Brookes University
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