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Remarkable Values * PUNTHI PUSTAK BOOKS ON INDOLOGY

1. THE LODHAS OF WEST BENGAL—A SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY. By Dr. P. K. BHOWMICK,
Dept. of Anthropology, University of Calcutta. With an Introduction by Prof. N. K. BOSE, F.N.I., Director,
Anthropological Survey of India. 200 ex-criminal tribes now designated as denotified communities, who have
practically no honest means of livelihood. These down-trodden communities are none but victims of the Criminal
Tribes Act, framed as early as 1871 by the British Government. Here in this volume Dr. Bhowmick analyses
critically and scientifically the various aspects of the life and activity. Demy 8 vo. numerous plates & maps.

Rs. 26.00
2. VISHNU-PURANA—A System of Hindu Mythology & Tradition by H. H. WILSON. Organised into
six books comprising one hundred and twenty-five chapters. Rs. 60.00
3. THE STUPA OF BHARHUT—A Buddhist monument ornamented with numerous Sculptures illus. of
Buddhist legends & history in the 3rd century B.C. 57 plates by A. Cunningham. Rs. 100.00

4. ON YUAN CHWANG'S TRAVELS IN INDIA (A.D. 629-645) by T. WATTERS. Ed. by T. W. Rhys
Davids & S. W. Bushell. With two maps by Vincent A. Smith. Rs. 40.00
5. LAND & PEOPLE OF THE ANDAMANS, a Geographical & Socio-Economical study with a short account
of the Nicobar Islands by Dr. P. K. SEN. Numerous plates & Maps. Rs. 25.00
6. DHARMA-SUTRAS—A Study In Their Origin and Development by Dr. S. C. BANERJI Rs. 37.00
7. THE PRAKRITA-PRAKASA: OR THE PRAKRIT GRAMMAR OF VARAUCHI, WITH THE COM-
MENTARY (Manorama) OF BHAMAHA By EDWARD BYLES COWELL. Rs. 14.00
8. EARLY HINDU CIVILISATION—B.C. 2000 to 320, Based on Sanskrit Literature By R. C. DUTT,
Vedic Period, the Indo-Aryans, Social Life, Vedic Religion; Epic Period, Caste; Sankhya and Yoga, etc.

Rs. 14.50
9. CULTURAL HERITAGE OF BENGAL—A Biographical and Critical History from the earliest times
closing with a Review of intellectual progress under British Rule in India, By ROMESH CHUNDER DUTT.

10. THE TANTRAS—STUDIES ON THEIR RELIGION LITERATURE By C. CHAKRAVARTY. Some of
the topics dealt with are: Anti-quity of Tantricism: Age and authorship of the Tantras: Tantras and Bengal:
Literature and Schools of the Tantras, etc. Rs. 16.50
11. A GLOSSARY OF SMRTI LITERATURE By Dr. S. C. BANERJEE. Demy 8 vo. 112 pp. Rs. 10.00
12. PHILOSOPHY OF LOGICAL CONSTRUCTION—an examination of Logical Atomism & Logical positiv-
ism in the light of the Philosophies of Bhartrhari, Dharmakirti & Prajnakaragupta By H. K. GANGULI,
Dept. of Sanskrit, University of Calcutta. Rs. 20.00
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ETIENNE BALAZS (1905-1963)

An Appreciation

The world community of Chinese scholars suffered a tragic loss with the

sudden death of Etienne Balazs. Born in Hungary, educated in Germany and

France, he had become during the last twenty years a pivotal figure in the

study of Chinese thought and institutions. Much of his life was a bitter struggle

for survival amidst the political upheavals of Nazism and the Second World

War. It was only after the war that he found a secure and honored position in

the newly formed Sixth Section of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes

(Sorbonne).

Balazs' studies of China were remarkable in many ways. One was his

ability to work alone, often in difficult circumstances, on important but neg-

lected problems. His dissertation on T'ang economic history published in

Berlin in 1931-32 was the first systematic study of any period of Chinese eco-

nomic history to appear in the West. It was a notable achievement, lucidly

organized and written, showing the sure sense for key problems that was to

inform all his work. Yet when this study appeared, Chinese scholars were just

beginning their explorations of economic history, and the major writings of

Kato Shigeshi and his successors were still in the future. Again, his articles on

the intellectual history of the late Han and the age of disunion were pioneering

works; they analyzed the leading figures and the major issues of China's

second great age of intellectual ferment, and they were written before he had

learned of the new studies of this same period by scholars of China's wartime

universities. In these and all his studies, he showed a sure grasp of the most

difficult texts, remarkable powers of analysis, and an impatience with orna-

mental erudition, with what he called "disquisitions on philological trifles, ex-

pensive trips in abstruse provinces, bickering about the restitution of the names

of unknown persons and other delightfully antiquated occupations."

The most striking characteristic of this man was perhaps the master quality

of all great students of civilization: deep engagement with life, with the human

situation. Wide reading, of course—the ability to draw on Dostoevski, Valery,

Silone, and Schopenhauer—but more than this, a vital concern for the present

and future of men. For Balazs, the bureaucratic traditions of China were clearly
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keys to the understanding of a civilization, but for him they also cast long

shadows forward in time, providing hints and warnings to twentieth-century

man as he turned more and more of his choices over to the managerial state.

Throughout Balazs' life, Western man was in a prolonged crisis of conscience

—a crisis which Balazs not only observed but experienced. This gives to his

studies of Chinese thinkers—facing the crises of their times, impaled upon their

terrible dilemmas—a dimension of compassionate understanding. Throughout

his life, the abuse of absolute power was the malign specter that haunted the

present and the future of men everywhere. When he contemplated the Chinese

state, he searched for the realities of power behind the imposing institutional

edifice and die bland facade of literati mydis; he was not a polemicist, nor a

preacher, but he wanted to show how power had been used for what human

gain and at what human cost. For all his meticulous scholarship and intellectual

discipline, Balazs was a poet, a man richly endowed with the tragic sense of life.

Members of the Association will remember his appearance at the Plenary

Session in Boston in 1962. His one visit to this country was, like all his journeys,

a voyage of discovery. These lines from a letter written on his return to France

suggest die human qualities that informed all his work and endeared him to

his friends:

. . . we took the Trailway to New York and enjoyed it very much, the station with
the cars leaving every five minutes to Baltimore, New York or Talahassee, the
warning inscriptions about no discrimination, die composition of the passengers,
and above all the approach of the monstrous metropolis all lights o n . . . . In between
official duties I continued my apple-pie studies, visited book-shops, rode in the sub-
way, lunched with Bielenstein and Burton Watson, said hallo to the skyscrapers
and the United Nations, visited Harlem and heard Art Blakey and Dizzy Gillespie,
and talked, talked with friends. The finishing touch of the tiresome but wonderful
journey had been to discover providence's special attention for me. Of all die apart-
ments of New York we stayed in the one where Bartdk lived and died.

A year before his deadi, Harvard and Yale had agreed to sponsor the pub-

lication in English of a selection of his articles. This volume, to be called

Chinese Civilization and Bureaucracy: Variations on a Theme, will appear in

the autumn. We hope it will serve as a memoir of a great man and a great

scholar, a reminder to us and to our students that our studies of China will be

neither valid nor enduring if expertness in research is not wedded to a deep

engagement widi the human problems of our time.

ARTHUR F. WRIGHT

Yale University
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