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delightful host, and a loyal friend, he realized an ideal of
urbane unselfishness, in which only the winning exterior
disguised a renunciatory quality. His increasing frailty
was naturally as perceptible to himself as to others; but he
anticipated its denouement, which took place on February 21
of the present year, without either satisfaction or regret.

He was born at Rheims on March 26, 1847. His relations
with the Société Asiatique have already been particularized.
In 1882 he was elected a member of the Académie des Inscrip-
tions et Belles-Lettres. He was also at various times chosen
as a member of the Academies of Belgium, Great Britain,
Holland, Italy, and Russia, of Berlin, Géttingen, and Munich,
and an Honorary Member of numerous societies. In this
country the Royal Asiatic Society paid him that tribute
in 1892, and the India Society in 1922 elected him a Vice-
President ; in 1923 he received the Honorary Doctorate of
the University of Oxford. The death of his wife evoked
many expressions of sympathy from orientalists who had
enjoyed her hospitality at Paris in 1897 ; it left M. Senart
without descendants.

Canon W. H. T. Gairdner

To have known Temple Gairdner must be accounted one
of the privileges of life. His attractive temperament, his
serious purpose, and his rare gifts in language and music
made an unusual combination. Some one happily described
him and his friend Douglas Thornton as the “ poetry and
prose of the Cairo Mission ”, an apt description of two splendid
men of different types. Now the poetry and prose have both
gone and the Mission can never be the same again.

Gairdner was born in Ayrshire nearly 55 years ago. He
was the son of a distinguished President of the British Medical
Association, Sir William Gairdner, of Edinburgh, who for
38 years held the chair of medicine in Glasgow University.
His mother was English. After leaving a preparatory school
in Moffat he went on to Rossall and then to Oxford, where he
was an exhibitioner of Trinity College. His missionary

https://doi.org/10.1017/50035869X00061530 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00061530

CANON W. H. T. GAIRDNER 761

enthusiasm showed itself early, for he was Secretary, possibly
founder, of the Schoolboys® Missionary Union. He went to
Cairo in 1899 for the Church Missionary Society, and at once
laid the foundations of that accurate Arabic scholarship
for which he became so well known.

His first books were a Life of his colleague, D. M. Thornton ;
Edmburgh, 1910, an account of the great missionary con-
ference in Kdinburgh; and a book on Muhammadanism,
The Rebuke of Islam. By this time he had become head of
the Cairo Language School and was turning his attention
to books on Arabic. To be exact, his office was that of
Adviser in Arabic Studies at the School of Oriental Studies,
Cairo. He produced an admirable manual of Egyptian
Colloquial Arabic and a book on Arabic Syntax. For our
Society he wrote a translation of Al Gazzali’s Mishkat ul
Anwar, 1924,

But perhaps his best book, the one which showed most
clearly his exceptional ability, was his Phonetics of Arabic,
1925. I can remember its earliest beginnings in 1912, We
were seated in a hotel in Cairo discussing the book which was
to be written. He suddenly darted out into the square and
stopped an unknown passer by whom he persuaded to enter
the hotel with him. This stranger answered questions and
repeated Arabic sounds for a considerable time departing
finally with a satisfying clink in his right palm. Such was
the beginning of this truly remarkable book. In the course
of that year it was my great pleasure to receive the MS. of
the book and engage in voluminous correspondence about it.

Even the briefest account of Canon Gairdner should refer
to his musical powers. No one who has seen him teaching
Egyptian Christians to sing prose Psalms or watched him
conducting a little orchestra in his drawing room can forget it.
Music was his great hobby. To his work he gave himself
without stint ; what he did he did with his might ; and he
leaves the fragrant memory of a life well spent, full of useful-
ness and bright with example for us who remain behind.

T. GraEaME BamLev.
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