Mirabad-e Emam Qoli: a newly
discovered Sassanid-era fire temple in
south-eastern Iran
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In 2013, archaeological survey at the Bam World Heritage site of the eastern part of Kerman Prov-
ince in Iran discovered the remains of a previously undocumented Sassanid fire temple.
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Geographic location

What remains of the Mirabad-e Emam Qoli fire temple is located in the eastern part of Ker-
man Province in south-eastern Iran. This area represents the southern margin of the Kavir-e
Lut (Lut Desert), and thus experiences an arid desert climate, windstorms and sandstorms.
The fire temple is located 12km to the north of Mohammadabad (the capital of Rigan
County) in Mirabad-e Emam Qoli Village, at 28°45'2” north and 58°59'25" east, and at
an elevation of 600m asl (Figures 1-2). It was discovered in 2013 during archaeological sur-
vey undertaken in order to understand the cultural landscape of Bam (Fazel 2012-2015:
1320).

Description of the Mirabad-e Emam Qoli fire temple

The structure consists of a single building featuring the typical characteristics of Sassanid reli-
gious architecture. The main building is a rectangular structure measuring 13 x 17.4m. The
ground plan of this area includes a cruciform central chamber, four doorways on the four
sides and a vestibule around the central space. The chamber in the centre measures
4 x4m. The depth of the doorways is 3.3m on the north side, and 2.1m on the other
three sides. The vestibules are 3.25m wide along the north side, and nearly 1.3m wide on
the other sides. The vestibules lead to the area surrounding the fire temple through doorways
in each of the four sides. Remnants of a chamber measuring 3.1 x 5.4m along the west side
and another one measuring 3.3 x 3m on the south side are still standing (Figures 3—4). The
tallest part of the structure, along the eastern side, is 1.6m high. The structure is mostly cov-
ered with debris and sand up to the rise of the arches of the doorways (Figure 5). The walls are
covered with clay and straw. The main part of the structure is currently situated below ground
level and cannot be seen from a distance. The roofing has not survived in most parts of the

1

Archaeology Department, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran
* Author for correspondence (Email: lilifazel@gmail.com)

© Antiquity Publications Ltd, 2019
ANTIQUITY 93 367, e6 (2019): 1-5 https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.8

1

https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.8 Published online by Cambridge University Press

Project Gallery


mailto:lilifazel@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.8
https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.8

Leyla Fazel and Yaghoub Mobhammadifar

5
oi?'/ eTabriz o oA
U,
% Oiiven 4\9,9 o [ «v_? Bojnurd (
L Maragheh " (EAs / JRasht KHoRASAN {
) ‘\/\ = (f = <<, G . SHOMALI -
| _ an =

ez MAZANDA;%AN /V/ = ¢ e Mashiza
/\‘ < ‘7 = S S Damghan > ; !

o & K ishapur
KORDESTA{\IJ\A—\ gehran.:lR«AN/ Semnan ‘

al

N Sshendy) ) e H SEMNAN / Torbate Jam
’

]

ANVOIVENY,

b
v * QOM KHORASAN
Kermanshah® \.zS’ ‘xg 5 F‘mﬁ/ RAZAVI
e =5 i(A%k jesnen (

0 khorram. _abad [

ILAM ™\ LORESTAN ) ISFAHAN e

%
rvam -shahr <,

l //_J Bijand
Shiish# o WO Pl
9)5 "4 Isfahan frdnknn KHORASAN
.
®Shushtar ,> v% Yazd JONUBI
Krgfgsmn B S/\/7 S AoE
'Ahvaz %_4,0/( e
5% {'

K Kerman
¢ Abadan { f;;c\l 2 e
2 /3(\/\4/ Ll&
Snlraz
d"%\ S KERMAN
% o Nairiz \ -
®Bushenr \  Firuz-abad Mirab: —T Emam Qoli wip- o
FARS [ire @}L”\t (
j HO 4 SISTAN-O
s et k"’o BALUCHESTAN
) \
> N
z S

Chah Bahar
0

Figure 1. Map of Iran, with location of the Mirabad-¢ Emam Qoli fire temple (map by the authors).

building. There are extensions and additions to the building on all sides, the remnants of
which have formed mounds around the main structure.

The most significant feature of this structure is the fire altar at the centre. The upper com-
partment of the altar is a cube measuring 1.6m on each side, and has at least four stepped
layers. The fire altar confirms the function of the structure as a fire temple (Figure 5). The
visible part of the fire altar is made of large baked bricks covered with a gypsum plaster.
The censer is covered with debris. There is a hole in one of the corners of the fire altar,
which was presumably used to feed the flames with oils or other aromatic substances. In a
nask (chapter) of the Sassanid Avesta (the holy book of Zoroastrian), an account of the wor-
shipping ritual says that the fragrance of frankincense and other incenses lingered in the fire
temple (Christensen 1999: 237). The visible parts of the fire altar are similar to those depicted
on Sassanid coins, and to the stone fire altar of Qanat Baq. The fire altar is situated slightly
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Figure 3. Aerial image of the fire temple (top-right arrow) and the possible castle/caravansarylaccommodation block
(bottom-left arrow) (Google Earth 2017) (image by the authors).

Figure 4. The east side of the fire temple (Fazel 2012-2015: figs 200—~202) (photograph by Leyla Fazel).

below the rise of the eastern arch, which suggests that the fire altar pedestal originally featured
a rather tall, column-like structure. The exact form of the main altar slab and its supports is,
however, unknown due to the debris that covers them.

The building is mainly made of bricks measuring 0.4 x 0.4 x 0.1m. The plan of this fire tem-
ple is similar to that of the Konar Siyah, Tol Jangi and Khormayak fire temples in Fars, the
Negar fire temple in Kerman, the Juliyan fire temple in Abdanan and the Mil-e Milgah fire tem-
ple in Kermanshah (Vanden Berghe 1961: plans II, III & IV; Azad 2005: 282; Moradi 2009:
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Figure 5. Map of the Mirabad-e Emam Qoli fire temple
(Fazel 2012-2015: plan 200-1).
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