
world of Menander than Sommerstein, who has spent the best part of half a century
thinking about Greek comedy and has published the definitive modern commentary on
Menander’s Samia (Cambridge 2013) as well as the important edited volume Menander
in Contexts (New York 2014). Sommerstein not only understands Menander more acutely
than most, but also, crucially, possesses a sense of humour in full working order
(something that cannot, alas, be said of every scholar who has worked on Menander).
Explaining why Menander is interesting is easy enough; explaining why Menander is funny
often seems to pose more of a challenge.

Chapter 1 (‘Menander the Athenian’) provides a general introduction to the poet and his
work, and situates Menander within his historical and political context; chapter 2
(‘Menander and New Comedy’) discusses Epitrepontes in the light of generic conventions,
stock formulas and theatrical resources. Both of these introductory chapters succeed well
in conveying a huge amount of useful background detail in a short space. Chapter 3 (‘What
we know about Epitrepontes, and how we know it’) grapples with the difficulties posed by
our principal papyrus text (the lacunose Cairo Codex) and the status of other types of
evidence (such as book fragments and the Mytilene mosaics) when it comes to filling
in the gaps. Chapter 4 (‘What happens in Epitrepontes’) provides a plot summary interlaced
with critical and interpretative comments, including many illuminating insights
into Menander’s comic technique, his manipulation of comic conventions, his use of
paratragedy and his nuanced portrayal of character and human relationships. Chapter 5
(‘Rape, marriage, legitimacy, citizenship and child exposure’) deals with a central theme
of the play (and of New Comedy in general) and tries to come to terms with the huge gulf
between ancient and modern audiences in terms of their reactions to the play’s treatment of
sexual relationships and domestic life. Chapter 6 (‘Characters’) examines each of the play’s
speaking characters in turn, showing how Menander subtly balances stereotypical and indi-
vidual traits. Chapter 7 (‘Structural patterns’) analyses the play’s action in terms of recurrent
motifs which give coherence and unity to the plot. Chapter 8 (‘Literary and intellectual
background’) is an excellent discussion of the interplay between Menander, tragedy and
Peripatetic philosophy. Chapter 9 (‘The next twenty-three centuries’) offers a series of
revealing snapshots from the play’s discontinuous reception history. The book concludes
with a useful appendix (on editions, commentaries and translations), glossary and notes.

This is a hugely stimulating, well-written and enjoyable book, which will be a valuable
resource for teachers and students as well as (I very much hope) a stimulus to further
study of this important play.

MATTHEW WRIGHT

University of Exeter
Email: m.wright@exeter.ac.uk

MATIJAŠIĆ (I.) Timachidas Rhodius (Supplementum Grammaticum Graecum 4). Leiden
and Boston: Brill, 2020. Pp. xvi� 216. €164/$197. 9789004441736.
doi:10.1017/S0075426922000507

Providing some basic information about the Hellenistic grammarian and poet Timachidas
of Rhodes, including his exact dating, is a challenge, given the long-standing problem of his
possible identification with the Tιμαχίδας γησιτίμου Λινδοπολίτας, who is said to be one of
the two authors of the long Hellenistic inscription known as the Lindian Chronicle.

In his first publication of the Lindian Chronicle (‘La chronique du temple lindien’, Bulletin
de l’ Académie Royale des sciences et des lettres de Danemark 5–6 (1912)), Christian Blinkenberg
identified the Tιμαχίδας of the inscription with the grammarian and poet Timachidas. In
the introduction to his book, Ivan Matijašić provides us with an up-to-date and clear
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discussion of this problem and argues convincingly that there is no decisive evidence to
support the idea that the Timachidas of the inscription was the same person as the homon-
ymous grammarian and poet. On the one hand, their Rhodian background and dating
roughly match, and their learned character has also been taken to support the identifica-
tion. On the other hand, Matijašić points out that the extant fragments of the grammarian
show no specific interest in historiographical texts, while the Lindian Chronicle betrays no
philological interests. Moreover, Matijašić’s analysis of the narrative and stylistic features
of the Lindian Chronicle lead him to conclude that there are no comparable features in the
surviving fragments of the grammarian and poet Timachidas. Matijašić further shows that
the name Timachidas was common in Hellenistic Rhodes, and thus that the identification
of the grammarian with the co-author of the Lindian Chronicle is only one of many possi-
bilities. On the basis of evidence found in the surviving fragments, Matijašić concludes that
the grammarian and poet of this name must have been active between the second half of
the second century BC and the early first century AD. The whole introduction presents the
facts with great caution, without attempting to draw any conclusions that are not clearly
evidenced.

The grammarian and poet Timachidas is known to us indirectly (mainly via Athenaeus’
Δειπνοσοϕισταί) as the author of a gastronomical hexametric poem entitled Dinner Party
(Δεῖπνον), a Glossary (Γλῶσσαι) and commentaries on Aristophanes’ Frogs, Euripides’
Medea, Menander’s Kolax and Eratosthenes’ Hermes. Some material from Timachidas’
lexicographical work Γλῶσσαι (a collection of rare and dialectal words) later found its
way into the ancient and Byzantine lexicographical tradition, including Pamphilus of
Alexandria, Pollux, Harpocration, Hesychius, the Συναγωγὴ λέξεων χρησίμων, Photius,
the Suda and the etymologica.

The fragments of Timachidas were first published by Christian Blinkenberg as an
appendix to his edition of the Lindian Chronicle (Die lindische Tempelchronik (Bonn 1915)).
In 2006 Fausto Montana included the fragments in his entry on Timachidas in the
Lexicon of Greek Grammarians of Antiquity (Leiden), along with a brief introduction but
no translation or commentary. Not long afterwards, Matijašić published a new edition
of the fragments together with an introduction, Italian translation and commentary
(‘Timachidas di Rodi. Introduzione, edizione dei frammenti, traduzione e commento’,
Annali della Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa, Classe di Lettere e Filosofia 6 (2014), 113–85).

The main differences between the present and previous editions are the arrangement of
the fragments and the addition here of a small number of fragments that were not
included in earlier editions. Compared with the 2014 edition, which it supersedes, the
present edition also offers a revised introduction, especially with regard to the cultural
and intellectual history of Hellenistic Rhodes; an expanded commentary, providing us with
a broader understanding of the context of each fragment; and an English translation.

The text of each fragment is followed by critical apparatus, translation into English and
then a commentary on the fragment. Where there are variant readings, Matijašić explains
the reasoning behind his choices in the commentary; his textual choices appear to be
soundly based and convincing.

This book is most welcome and makes a significant contribution to our knowledge of
the grammarian and poet Timachidas of Rhodes, his work, and the cultural and intellectual
context in which he lived.

STEPHANIE ROUSSOU
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

Email: roussous@lit.auth.gr
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