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Rene-Jean Hesbert: The Sarum antiphoner — its sources and influence
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THE
AMBROSIAN ALLELUIAS

Terence Bailey

An edition from three manuscript sources in parallel of the Alleluias of the Ambrosian Rite, preceded
by a history of the Alleluia in the West, a reconstruction of the ceremonial for singing the Alleluia in
Milan, and an analysis of the melodies.

The Alleluias of the Ambrosian Rite are among the most striking melodies of the entire plainchant repertory. In some
cases exceeding 600 notes in length (even excluding literal repetitions), they have never before been edited in their
complete form.

Terence Bailey, Professor of Music History at the University of Western Ontario, provides triple editions, from three
sources in parallel, of this remarkable repertory, using the manuscripts Bedero S. Vittore B, Milan Ambrosiana M.99
and Vimercate C as main sources, and drawing on other manuscripts for completeness and accuracy.

The performance of the Alleluias often entailed multiple repetitions involving deacon, magister puerorum, lectors and
choirboys, and the singing of extended melismas known as melodiae secondae and melodiae tertiae (or Frmcigenae).
An introduction, of some hundred pages' length, describes the development of ceremonial and the liturgical assignment
of the Alleluias. The evolution of a system of internal repetitions within the melismas, never before recognized and
analysed, suggests structural parallels with the early medieval sequence. Professor Bailey's study of the liturgical and
musical development of the Ambrosian Alleluia leads him to a reconsideration of the early history of the Alleluia in
the West.

xvi + 156 pages, 14.8 X 21 cm, casebound

Published by The Plainsong & Mediaeval Music Society, 46 Bond Street, Englefield Green, Surrey
TW20 OPY, England

DATE OF PUBLICATION: 7 December 1983 (St. Ambrose' Day)

Orders with payment received by 6 December 1983: £15/$ 26 (members of the P.M.M.S. £13.50/$24),
postage and packing free.

Orders received after 6 December 1983 will be invoiced. Price will then be £18/$31 (members of the
P.M.M.S. £16.20/$28),postage and packing extra.

All orders, and inquiries about the work and other publications of the Plainsong & Mediaeval Music
Society, should be sent to the Secretary - P.M.M.S., 46 Bond Street, Englefield Green, Surrey
TW20 OPY, England (tel. Egham 37252).
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