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More than 200 astronomers attented IAU 96
which was timed to coincide with the emergence
of Mauna Kea Observatory as a major infrared
facility. The topics covered at the conference
include: the infrared aspects of planetary
astronomy, of interstellar clouds and star-
forming regions, of galactic structure, and of
galaxies. Papers on normal and evolved stars
and on instrumentation were excluded from
the main sessions.
This volume contains 21 review papers, the
discussions which followed the reviews, and
a record of the two special sessions on infrared
astronomy from space and the future of air-
borne astronomy. The final review paper in
- the volume is authored by Malcolm Longair
who expresses the opinion that IAU 96 will
be the last major IAU conference on infrared
astronomy. Be that as it may, this volume
constitutes the most up-to-date information
on the subject and will have lasting value
to all astronomers.
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